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Newsletter No  33 

1st May 2018 

Welcome to the latest edition of The Elton Times, a fortnightly bulletin for parents and 

carers to provide updates and information regarding life at The Elton High School. 

 

There  has been much focus in recent months about the financial pressures that are facing schools across 

the country and some parents/carers may have read the recent  letter that was published in the Bury Times, 

to which many local Headteachers, myself included, put their name. 

Bury has always been one of the lowest funded local authorities and our school, with others in the area, has 

always had to use funding as efficiently as possible.  However, in the last couple of years the situation has 

become more difficult: costs to  schools  have risen significantly, while the basic funding that we receive for 

each pupil remains the same.  Further to this, cuts have been made to other local services such as mental 

health and social care, with some such support now being provided by ourselves, thus placing further 

pressure on our budget.  Moreover, from this month, Bury schools will have to bear more of the costs for 

supporting  children with SEN.  In order to meet all of these challenges, there will have to be continuing 

reviews with  our governors about how to save money and make the most of our resources. 

The driving consideration for myself and for the governors will always be  the need to maximise the quality 

of the students’ experiences  on a daily basis.  We appreciate how lucky we are to have a fantastic new 

building, an extremely strong team of staff and very supportive parents, but the financial pressures do have 

an impact on our staffing and resources and we are striving to minimise the negative side of this process. 

I have met with local MP James Frith on a few occasions and have discussed  the issues that we face.  He is a 

strong supporter of our school and will continue to do all he can to communicate our message and put 

pressure on the relevant people.  However, the real pressures that we face are very clear and it is important 

that all parents/carers have an understanding about the issues facing us and other schools.  We will 

continue to keep you updated as we  move forwards and again, you have our assurance that we are focused 

on reinforcing Elton High as one of the prominent, most successful high schools in Greater Manchester. 

As we move into the middle of this half term the preparations for GCSEs are increasing and we are pleased 

with the continuing excellent attitude and focus being demonstrated by our Year 11 students.  We know 

that parents/carers of those students are also focused on managing that delicate balance  of ensuring the 

children are working hard at home, while doing everything possible to provide emotional support so that 

they enter the exam period with a calm, measured mindset.  There are also exams scheduled for Year 8 and 

Year 10 students and again we ask for the support of parents/carers in preparing those children most 

effectively.   

If you have any queries about points raised in this issue of the newsletter, or any wider questions about your 

child’s work and experiences here at Elton, please contact me directly  at wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 

 
Jonathan Wilton 
Headteacher 



 

 

We received an e mail from the school nurse 

service about The Red Box Project in Bury.  The 

organisation is committed to ensuring that all 

young women receive an excellent education. 

There has been a lot of research about teenage 

girls missing significant amounts of time from 

school due to issues around menstruation and The 

Red Box Project (which is funded by the local 

community) wants to help to address this issue by 

providing sanitary products to schools which can 

be used by all young women in school. 

We have agreed to participate in this project and 

very soon we will have a red box in The Reception 

Office. This will contain a range of sanitary 

products for our female students to use. The box 

will be replenished on a regular basis  

The Red Box Project “believe that our young 
women’s education will shape their future” and 
also say that young women’s “ dignity is our 
responsibility”. 

We continue to be concerned about the number of students who are late to school. 

First lesson begins at 8.45am and students therefore need to be in school prior to 

8.40am. It has come to our attention that students cannot get to school on time if they 

use the 511 bus as it does not arrive in Walshaw until 8.47am. We are particularly 

concerned that Year 11 students using this service are likely to be late for GCSE 

examinations. We need to avoid this at all possible costs. Therefore we would ask 

parents to review travel arrangements for their children to ensure that they are 

punctual to school.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear parents,  

My name is Sally Edwards and I work in Elton High School as 

the school’s Counsellor. I have worked at Elton for 10 years 

now and it is a genuine privilege to work with the pupils and staff 

here. The wellbeing and mental health of your children is central to all my 

work in school and I work in many different ways with the pupils here. The 

majority of my counselling is providing one to one sessions but I also run group-work; 

support and run workshops on student development days; provide assessment information to 

the school and mental health services and provide a drop-in service each lunchtime.   

Whilst young people’s mental health is finally receiving the publicity and promise of funding it 

has needed for many years, in real terms no funding currently exists to run this service in the 

school. Whilst Elton meets the costs of my service from their central budget there is no 

additional money available to resource some of the work I do with pupils in school.  

So I’m writing to you today to ask if I can call on your generosity to help me stock some of 

the items that help me run the counselling service in school. Please be assured that there is 

no pressure on any parent to contribute as these are challenging financial times for us all and 

all items received will be shared for the benefit of all pupils. I have created an Amazon wish 

list online with the help of the pupils and the link details are below. From your Amazon 

account you can also search for the list online in the ‘Your Lists’ section of your account. 

There is a separate tab listed as ‘Your friends’ and you are able to search for other people’s 

public lists this way. To find the list this way please use my email address which is 

edwardss@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk .You are welcome to have the items delivered straight to the 

school but I would be grateful if you could mark them for my attention so that they are not 

lost in any of the other deliveries to the school. If you’d rather have them delivered to your 

home address and brought in by your child then that would also be a way of assuring we 

receive your items.    

Thank you in advance for your support of this much needed service in school. 

 

Sally  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/registry/wishlist/3VR5C0BMHYC1Q/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_1  

mailto:edwardss@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/registry/wishlist/3VR5C0BMHYC1Q/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_1


 

 

If you have an iPhone, the app you need to download is called 

Ankiapp. This is free, and should not be confused with 

AnkiMobile, which is a paid for app. If you have an Android 

phone, the app you should look for is called AnkiDroid. 

I have trialled this app already with some students in years 9 - 

11 and the feedback is very positive indeed. So what does this 

app do? The best way to describe it is as a smart set of 

flashcards held on your phone. The app will ask you to recall a 

key fact or piece of information, and then you press “show” 

for the answer. It will then ask you to rate how well you 

retrieved this information from your memory, simply by 

pressing one of four buttons. Put simply, the app works 

smartly by repeatedly asking you the questions you struggled 

with, and asking much less frequently the questions whose 

answers you recalled easily. 

Already some year 10 students have created their own 

flashcards for other subjects, which can easily be shared with 

other students. I have created a file containing 56 essential 

formulae and facts for GCSE mathematics which year 11 

students have now downloaded to their phone. This enables 

students to revise anywhere they have their phone. 

If you are interested in learning more about this app, please 

download the appropriate one to your phone, and come and 

see me. 

Over the last half term 

holiday, I read about an app 

which medical students at 

Oxford and Cambridge have 

used to help them remember 

essential facts. Being a bit of a 

geek, I downloaded it and 

investigated whether it could 

be of use to our students at 

Elton. 



 

 

 

 

Last week’s problem: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winner: Theo Gallagher (Year 7) - Well done!!  

Come and see me in Room 18 for your prize!! 

 
 
 
 

This week’s problem: 

 

Email your answer to me at matherj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

for a chance to win those vouchers!   

 

Thank you—Miss Mather 



 

 

 

Pupils had a fantastic time immersing themselves in the French language and culture, undertaking a range 
of extreme sports and activities, with all instructions being given in French by the friendly and energetic 
animatrices (instructors). They adapted quickly to French rural life on the rustic and cosy La Grande Ferme, 
sampling local cuisine, including snails (!) and spent evenings playing sport on the great range of facilities, 
watching French films and looking after the farm’s resident chinchillas and rabbits. 

Team Elton made their own French bread, enjoyed a bike ride through the picturesque countryside, as well 
as kayaking down a river and a trip to Carrefour and rock climbing. They undertook an intrepid three hour 
barefoot bay walk to the enchanting tidal island of Mt St Michel, with its ornate abbey and quaint medieval 
streets reminiscent of Diagon Alley, even squelching through quicksand! 

Sand yachting on the beach was a particular highlight, with pupils harnessing the wind to race each other 
around a track. This was followed by an afternoon traversing high ropes, where pupils channelled their 
inner Ninja Warrior to zip wire over lakes, climb nets, leap onto swingropes and  crawl through barrels, all 
high up in the forest’s canopy. 

Pupils themselves noticed huge progress in their language skills, as they ordered everything in French and 
by the end of the trip became completely unfazed by French instructions, even when hearing technical 
language relating to activities. 

All staff were very proud of their exemplary behaviour, adventurous attitude to the various activities and 
their confidence in communicating in French. They were an absolute credit to the school and several 
instructors commented on what a polite, fun and pleasant group they were. Merci beaucoup! 

Kind words from parents:  

'We just wanted to say thank you to you and the other teachers for giving up part of your 
Easter holiday to take the students on the trip to Normandy and that they had an 
absolutely fantastic time. Thank you!'  
 

'They had a fantastic time, they haven't stopped talking about it since they got home! 
They've experienced things that are usually very far from their comfort zone (and loved 

them!) and made lots of new friends too. '  



 

 

Normandy Photos 



 

 

 

On their first day at Elton, Miss Pickering provided all Year 7 students with a $100 bill 
to symbolise our investment in the students over the coming years. Dozens of 

students have now returned the bill to Miss Pickering, with numerous messages 
about their first two terms here at Elton.   

Here are a selection of the messages, from the dozens that were sent....  

 



 

 



 

 

Congratulations to 
Lauren Heyes (Year 9) 
who competed in the 

National Federation of 
Artistic Roller Skating 

(FARS) Figure and Free             
competition on 7th 

and 8th April 2018 in       
Kettering. 

 
Lauren came 3rd place 

in her Free Skating 
event winning a 

bronze medal and 
came 3rd place in her 
Figure Skating Event    

winning a second 
bronze medal.   

The next edition of The Elton Times will be 

emailed on Tuesday 15th May 2018. 

Congratulations to  
Lauren Heyes  


