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16th April 2018 

Welcome to the latest edition of The Elton Times, a fortnightly bulletin for parents and carers to provide  

updates and  information regarding life at The Elton High School. 

I hope that students, parents and staff were able to have a good break over the Easter period as we now  
return for the busy final term of the year. Prior to the Easter holiday there had been a number of events   
taking place across the school for the annual National Science Week and those activities are highlighted later 
in this newsletter. Science Week also coincided with the death of perhaps the world's most famous scientist, 
Stephen Hawking, which was widely publicised and discussed in the media. 
 
Hawking found fame both for his scientific theories and discoveries and also for his incredible fight against 

motor neurone disease. He was diagnosed with the disease in 1963 at 
the age of 21, when studying at Cambridge University, and was expected 
to live for only a few more years. However, the early diagnosis of the  
disease ignited in him a fresh sense of purpose and determination. 
"Although there was a cloud hanging over my future, I found, to my    
surprise, I was enjoying life in the present more than before." he once 
said. He then declared "My goal is simple. It is a complete understanding 
of the universe, why it is as it is and why it exists at all." 

 
As the disease progressed and he lost the use of his limbs and then finally his 
voice, Hawking refused to allow himself to be beaten and continued to              
investigate scientific theories and publish various books, including 'A Brief History 
Of Time' which became the bestselling Science book of all time, selling over 10 
million copies across the world. More importantly than that, he strived to lead as 
normal a family life as possible and was married for over thirty years, having 
three children. 
 
Hawking's life was played out in biographies and documentaries, most recently 
the Oscar winning film The Theory Of Everything. He also showed that he was 
keen not to take life too seriously and appeared on The Simpsons and on Star 
Trek, in an episode where he played poker with Einstein and Newton. 
 
Working in a profession where our overriding aim is to ensure that young people can be provided with   
guidance about how they can achieve as much as possible, our staff and students can learn so much from 
Hawking's life. He astounded those around him by achieving so much in his personal life and also in the 
world of science and as he said himself, "I'm not afraid of death, but I'm in no hurry to die. I have so much I 
want to do first."  
 
The Elton Times will continue to be distributed on a fortnightly basis but will in future be sent on Tuesday 
rather than Monday, with the next issue scheduled for Tuesday 1st May. I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank Ms Harrison from the admin team who has done a fantastic job of organising the newsletter on a 
fortnightly basis since September 2016. She is due to go on maternity leave for the coming months and we 
wish her all the best for the hectic period that awaits! In the meantime, if you have any questions or queries 
about any aspect of life here at Elton then please feel free to contact me directly at                                        
wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 
 
Jonathan Wilton. 

mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

Thanks to all those parents who came along to the revision event in school in the last week of term, 

which included workshops on how to revise and how to handle stress, as well as subject-specific    

guidance on preparing for exams. Feedback so far has been very positive and suggests that most     

families feel supported and confident as we approach GCSEs. However we would encourage any     

parents or carers who would like more information to contact us directly at school (email addresses at 

the bottom of the page). 

 

STUDY SPACES 

 

A variety of study spaces have been opened up in school to provide year 11 with spaces to revise.   

Several classrooms will be available each lunchtime, and the canteen will be open until 5pm Monday 

to Thursday, with drinks available.  

 

REVISION ACTIVITIES 
 

All students should have shared revision timetables at home, and we hope you will be able to discuss 
these regularly and help students to stick to their planned times for study. 
During that time, we would recommend that students focus on CHALLENGE and CHANGE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHALLENGE: 
 

With limited time available to revise, it can be tempting to stick to safe subjects which you have      
enjoyed or know well. Instead, try to challenge yourself by revisiting areas of the curriculum you have 
found difficult or do not remember clearly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHANGE: 
 

Always ensure you are doing something with information, changing it from one format to another. 
This might be condensing notes from an exercise book into bullet points on card, using information 
from a revision guide to make a quiz or creating a mindmap from details on an online revision video. 
 
Ms Warden - wardens@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk       Miss Alexander - alexandern@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 



 

 

 

Year 7 Numeracy Ninja Awards 2018 

Congratulations to Year 7 for earning a record number of       
certificates for their achievements using Numeracy Ninjas in 
form-time.  

 

Grand Master award winners: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most Improved Scores winners: 

 



 

 

  Y11 Parents – Pinpoint Learning 

As we move into the final countdown towards the GCSE 
examinations, please support your child by ensuring the 
Pinpoint Learning booklets are completed (see pic below).  
Remember: these booklets are personalised to your child and focus on their weakest areas 
identified in the mock exams.  Completion of these booklets is the most effective form of       
revision in Mathematics as it targets the right areas. Last year, this had a real impact on how 
students did in their GCSEs. 

Mr Wilson.  

 

 

This week’s problem: 

Think about this one 

VERY carefully! 

 
Email your answer to me at matherj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk for a chance to win those vouchers! 
 
Thank you 
Miss Mather. 



 

 

British science week 2018 was an extravaganza of   

activities, including quizzes, competitions and trips.  

Below are some pictures showing what students got 

up to. 

Science Busking at Elton Primary School 

A group of our Year 7 students (Ansbin 

Rashid, Nina Jones, Luca Kneale, Ammara 

Usman,  Danielle Griffiths, Emily 

Schofield, Erin O'Donnell, Harry Burgess, 

Ruby Chapman ,Josh Calvert and Kayleigh 

Holland ) spent a few weeks preparing 

activities that they could  demonstrate 

and explain to the Year 5 students at    

Elton Primary School. 

Rocket Science 

Making Slime 

Explaining the science 

Thank you to Dr Redwood for taking 

the time to show Year 5 some            

fascinating science experiments!! The 

children loved them and were talking 

about them for days!!!  

Mrs Wright (Elton Primary School) 



 

 

Year 7 Trip to Manchester University 

25 year 7  students went on a trip to Manchester University 

where they were able to go to a science fair, take part in a 

workshop, attend a lecture and even control bunny ears 

with their minds!!!!!! 

“I learnt about genetics 

and medical illnesses,.  

The day inspired me to 

want to go to             

university.” 

 Ben O’Brien 

Astro Nappies Experiments Science Bake Off Competition 

KS3 and KS4 Science Quizzes 



 

 

Year 7 History Homework Projects 

Year 7 were given the challenge of designing a board game all about life during 

the Middle Ages.  Their brief was to make a game that was fun but that also 

taught others about this period in History.  The work that they produced was 

phenomenal and it was apparent that they put a lot of time and effort into their 

projects.  Well done Year 7! 



 

 

Year 7 History Homework Projects 

 



 

 

Our Year 7 Netball Team went to Bury Grammar School on 27th 
March to play in the end of season netball rally. Having already 
won the preseason rally earlier this year, we went with a         
reputation of being the favourites. 
We were missing Rachel Filkins and Ellie Armstead (both on 
crutches) but still had an awesome team aiming to maintain our 
winning streak. We played against St Monicas, Bury Church and 
St Gabriel’s and won all three matches. This put us into the semi 
finals against Bury Grammar School. It was a very hard fought 
game but on this occasion we were beaten. Well done to all 
players on such a very cold night and thank you to all our       
supporters  who came to watch. We look forward to reclaiming 
our crown as Bury’s best team next season! 

Some of our students at the Handball Competition, with the GB Cycling Team and                                  
Lauren the presenter of the Opening Ceremony. Details are overleaf. 

Well done to Emma Halpin-Foden (Year 8) who 
competed in the national Federation of Artistic 
Roller Skating (FARS) competition on 17th/18th 
March 2018 in Kettering. Emma was placed 1st 
and won a trophy and gold medal in the Espoir 

Free Dance.  She also came 3rd and won a 
bronze medal in Duos Dance.  

Year 11 GCSE PE students went climbing at The 
Manchester Climbing Centre so as to aid their 

skills for GCSE practical marks.  



 

 

On Tuesday 20th March we took our Year 7 & 8 girls and boys handball teams to The Greater         
Manchester Winter Games in Eastlands for the opening ceremony at The National Cycling Centre 
where the handball competition was being staged.  

The boys won one, drew three and lost three of their matches performing with high levels of skill and 
determination throughout.  

The girls started amazingly, winning their first five games. They then played Trafford and knew this 
would be tough as they were also unbeaten. The game ended in a 4-4 draw with our unbeaten record 
still in place. The girls then had another tough game against Salford, who raced into a 3-0 lead. How-
ever, the Elton team responded in style, bringing the score back to 3-2 before being beaten by the fi-
nal whistle.  The last game against Tameside, therefore became a ‘must win’ match. However, our ex-
hausted team finally ran out of steam and were beaten 2-0. 

The two defeats left us in 4th place overall, but rightfully proud of our performances. We look forward 
to returning next year and hopefully improving further on this year’s performances! Congratulations 
to all the students who were involved.  



 

 

The next edition of The Elton Times will be emailed on               

Tuesday 1st May 2018. 

World Book Day Quiz  
 
 
Here are the answers to the World Book Day Quiz questions from the previous  
edition of The Elton Times. Congratulations if you answered all ten questions correctly. 
 

1. In the Harry Potter series, what is Hagrid’s first name? 
 Rubeus 
2. Say Her Name by Juno Dawson is a retelling of which Urban Myth? 
Bloody Mary  
3. In The Hunger Games trilogy what is Katniss Everdeen called?  
The Mockingjay 
4. What is the subtitle of Mary Shelley’s novel Frankenstein? 
The Modern Prometheus  
5. Where did Bilbo and Frodo Baggins live?  
 The Shire 
6. What was the name of Albert’s horse in Michael Morpurgo’s War Horse? 
Joey  
7. Which novel by Charles Dickens had the opening line: It was the best of times, it was the worst of times.? 
a) A Tale of Two Cities  
8. La Belle Sauvage by Philip Pullman is a prequel to what series of books written by him? 
a) His Dark Materials         
9. In the novel Moby Dick, what is the name of the Captain hunting the great white whale? 
Ahab      
10. What classic novel has the opening line: It is a truth universally acknowledged that a single man in possession of a good 
fortune must be in want of a wife. 
Pride & Prejudice by Jane Austen 

 

 

 

 

Please take care when picking up students at the end of the day, not to obstruct driveways 

or cause obstructions on the roads. Some complaints have been received from residents 

living on Chiltern Drive about cars being parked on double yellow lines and on the corner 

of the road.  

Many thanks for ensuring that these concerns are addressed 

and that we provide a safe environment for the students as 

they leave the school site and wider area.  


