
 

 

The Elton Times 
Newsletter No  31 

19th March 2018 

Welcome to the latest edition of The Elton Times, a fortnightly bulletin for parents and carers to provide  

updates and  information regarding life at The Elton High School. 

The recent school closure caused by the bad weather had a negative impact on some of the planned activities for World 
Book Day, which took place on Thursday 1st March. In recent years we have held book swap events, fancy dress              
competitions, raffles and 'stop and search' projects, with more activities being planned this year but unfortunately cancelled 
due to the school closure . The World Book Day events form part of a much bigger focus in which we constantly aim to    
develop the students' literacy skills outside of the confines of English lessons and across all areas of the curriculum. 
 
As well as the pleasure that can be gained through reading on a personal level, literacy skills obviously have a direct impact 
on the ability of students to succeed within school. A recent study by the World Economic Forum found that potential   
earning across your entire lifespan can be answered by responding honestly to a simple question: 
-As a ten year old child, how many non school books were there in your home? 
a) 0-10 or b) 11 or more? 
 
It was found that if the answer was b), then there was a gain of up to 21% in lifetime earnings due to those people spending 
more time in education. The study found that the wealth and background of the people did not matter and that the children 
whose families value books were able to benefit more directly from school. 
 
If the students are encouraged to develop their literacy interests and skills then it is to be expected that their reading and 
writing levels will rise. With the increased emphasis on final exams and move away from coursework, it is our task as a 
school to support the students to write in a clear, detailed and imaginative way. One of the greatest writers of the twentieth 
century, the American crime writer Elmore Leonard, famously spoke about  'ten rules for successful writing' which have 
been discussed by many other writers since his death in 2013. While some of these rules may go against advice that is 
offered elsewhere (and even within school), it is interesting to see how these points shaped the books and stories that he 
wrote.  Leonard summed up his approach as: "If it sounds like writing, then I rewrite it" and the ten rules which he followed 
are listed below: 
 
1. Never open a book with weather. 
2. Avoid prologues. 
3. Never use a verb other than 'said' to carry dialogue. 
4. Never use an adverb to modify the word 'said'. 
5. Keep your exclamation marks under control. 
6. Never use the words 'suddenly' or 'all hell broke loose'. 
7. Avoid using regional dialect or writing in accents. 
8. Avoid lengthy descriptions of characters - let the story and the dialogue reveal the character. 
9. Don't go into great detail describing places and objects. 
10. Try to leave out the part that readers tend to skip. 
 
Whatever the rights and wrongs of this advice, the fact remains that literacy skills are more important than ever in               
preparing the students for exams and for later life and we will continue to place the teaching of these skills at the centre of 
all that we do on a daily basis. 
 
This is the final Elton Times of the term and the last couple of weeks of the term are typically busy. The reward trips are 
scheduled for the final week of the term, Year 8 have Parents' Evening on Thursday 22nd March and there is an Intervention 
Evening for Year 11 on Monday 26th March (with further details in this issue) and a further evening scheduled for Year 10 
on Tuesday 24th April at 6:00pm. Further to that, during the Easter holidays we have the Geography trip to Iceland and the 
MFL trip to Normandy, involving a large number of our students. Details of those excursions will be outlined in the next 
newsletter. Thanks in advance for your support for all these events and we hope that you have a lovely Easter break. As  
ever, if you have any questions or concerns about any element of life here at Elton, then please contact me directly at     
wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 
 
Jonathan Wilton. 
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REVISION TIMETABLES 

All students in Year 11 will 
be completing revision   
timetables with their form 
tutors this week, to help 
them  organise their time in 
the run-up to the GCSE     
examinations. Other year 
groups will also be preparing 
for examinations later in the 
year, and beginning to think 
about revision. All of the 
research suggests that the 
right support at home can be 
helpful for exam success and 
we hope that you will      
support students by asking 
about revision and helping 
them stick to the timetables 
created. 
 

The timetables (pictured) help students plan to spend 20-30 minutes on each of three or four subjects each day, 
with rewards and treats scheduled in advance. Students are always encouraged to schedule time for relaxation 
and to ensure they don’t plan study sessions which clash with other extracurricular commitments, to minimise 
the anxiety such clashes can create. 
 
We encourage students to revise in a variety of ways and you can support this by encouraging them to create a 
dedicated study space, with stationery, equipment and no distractions. In school, teachers will be running     
intervention sessions at lunchtime and after school, quiet study spaces are available at lunchtime and, from 
Easter onwards, the canteen will be open until 4.30pm for students to study with friends. 
 
Useful advice on managing revision and exam stress is available from the NHS Choices website, but please    
contact school if you have any specific concerns.  
 
 

PREPARING FOR GCSE EVENING: MARCH 26th 6pm 

As GCSE examinations approach, we appreciate the time and effort that students are putting in to their revision 
at home. We are keen to give students and their families as much support as possible with exam preparation 
and in order to do this we have arranged an evening session on Monday 26th March, from 6pm, for all Year 11 
students and their families. 
 
The evening will begin with presentations in the school hall giving a general overview of revision methods, some 
practical ideas for organising revision at home and information on managing the pressures of the next few 
months. This will be followed by a variety of subject-specific workshops in classrooms, where specialist teachers 
from core and options subjects will give additional guidance and support about how best to prepare for          
examinations in their subject area.  
 
Students who may not be achieving their potential in a particular subject area will be asked to attend the    
workshops relevant to them, but all parents will be welcome to attend workshops in any of the subjects       
available. Miss Alexander, the Learning Co-ordinator for Year 11, will also be available to discuss any specific 
concerns you may have. 
 
Refreshments will be available throughout the evening in the school canteen, where there will also be copies of 
study support materials for you to browse and take home.  



 

 

Year 11 GCSE Exams 

Exam packs were sent home with students last week with details about their upcoming GCSE          
examinations. 
 
The pack contains a letter to parents/students, personalised student exam timetable, personalised 
student exam entry list, “Beat Exam Stress” booklet and an exam booklet detailing the rules and   
regulations surrounding GCSE exams. 
Please ensure that both you and your child read the exam booklet and sign and return the reply slip 
to student reception.  
 
If you have any queries or concerns regarding your child’s GCSE exams please contact the schools  
Exams Officer Miss S Plumbley at school, exams@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 
  
A copy of the “Beat Exam Stress” booklet can be found at: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/globalassets/documents/advice-and-info/beat-exam-stress.pdf 

Attendance and Punctuality  
 

A recent report published by the Department for Education highlighted that the "higher the overall   
absence rate across the Key Stage, the lower the likely level of attainment at the end of the Key Stage.” 
 
The following detail was also included in the report - "pupils with no absence are 2.2 times more likely 
to achieve 5+ GCSEs or equivalent and 2.8 times more likely to achieve 5+ GCSEs equivalent including 
English and Mathematics". 
 
A further quote within this publication stated that “there is a clear link between poor attendance at 
school and lower academic achievement. 73% of students with 95% attendance achieve five or more 
passes at GCSE”. 
 
Please support your child to achieve his/her best by ensuring that he/she is in school on time (before 
8.40am) and every day from Year 7 onwards. 
Please also be aware that holidays during term time cannot be authorised. 
 
 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE REGARDING STUDENTS WHO BECOME ILL WHILST IN SCHOOL 
 

It has come to our attention this week that a number of students are contacting home directly using 
mobile phones in school when they are potentially not feeling well. In some instances parents are   
coming to collect children from school without school knowing that there is a problem. 
 
When this happens it is clear that students are not following our school procedure, which clearly states 
that students should not be using mobile phones during school time. There is a clear procedure for staff 
to follow when any child who becomes ill whilst in school. Appropriate contact is made with parents 
when it is clear that a child needs to be sent home.  
 
 We will be reinforcing this message with all students next week and  would ask that parents 
 support our procedure too. 



 

 

Year 10 Bury Maths Challenge at Bury College on 6 March 

Representing Elton in this competition were (from left to right, in first pic) Joe Self, 
Matthew Hamilton, Niamh Hurley and Sana Sheriff. Competing against 22 other               
secondary schools in the local area, our team finished a creditable ninth, only a few 
points separating them from a medal position.   

MathsConf14 10 March 

Miss Mather, Mr Armishaw and myself spent a Saturday in Kettering with over 400 other 
Maths teachers from all parts of the country, sharing inspiring ideas for teaching in the 
classroom.  

Can you spot two of us in the above pic? 

 

It was an excellent event, and we also enjoyed eating some mathematical-themed cakes! 

Mr Wilson. 



 

 

6th -9th April 2018 

This Easter, the year 10 and 11 geographers will be exploring the beautiful landscape 
of Iceland. The Iceland trip is a potential once in a lifetime opportunity for the     
students. The trip is not only an opportunity to practice GCSE glacial theory, but also 
to create friendships and visit places and features that are unique to Iceland.  

Day 1: Friday 6th April 2018 

Students meet at Elton between 9.30-9.45am, with an aim to leave at 10.00am. 
Fly from Manchester (Terminal 1) to  Reykjavik (Keflavik) airport. 

     
Check in and evening meal at Hotel Ork.  

BK Ref: NCKRR3 
FI441 - 06/04/2018  - MAN - KEF  - 13:25/15:00 
 
FI440 - 09/04/2018  - KEF - MAN  - 08:00/11:35 
 
** 23kg Per Person Checked in Hold Luggage is Included** Day 2: Saturday 7th April 2018 

AM: The Golden Circle Day includes some of Iceland’s 
most stunning sights including Thingvellir National 
Park, Gullfloss waterfall, the Geysir Center and Kerið 
Crater. 

PM: Blue Lagoon thermal pool 

Day 3: Sunday 8th April 2018 - South Shore 

adventure day  

The South Shore is one of the country´s most scenic     
regions. Along the way they will stop at some of the    
following sights:  Seljalandsfoss waterfall, Skógar      
Waterfall, walk the Sólheimajökull Glacier and visit 
Reynisfjara Black Sand Beach.  

Day 4: Monday 9th April 2018 

4am pick up at Hotel Ork. 
Flight from Reykjavik (Keflavik) to Manchester airport (Terminal 1). 

 
Students to be picked up from 
Manchester airport. 

  

BK Ref: NCKRR3 
FI441 - 06/04/2018  - MAN - KEF  - 13:25/15:00 
 
FI440 - 09/04/2018  - KEF - MAN  - 08:00/11:35 
 
** 23kg Per Person Checked in Hold Luggage is Included** 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Year 11 Science Revision Resources  
 
All Year 11s have been issued with  workbooks        
containing 10 minute tests to support their              
preparation for the final GCSE exams.  
 
Year 11 combined science students should complete    
at least one test EVERY day whilst triple science students should do at least two. 
 
The questions can also be used to make flash cards and focus revision on areas of weakness.  
 
Parents can support revision by ensuring regular revision is being completed and monitoring the 
scores for each test using the record card at the back of the books. 

Year 11 and Year 10:  
 
GCSE PE Pocket     
Revision Guides on 
sale from the PE  
Department: £2 
each. 

A new Year 7 Table 
Tennis club is starting 
on Tuesday 3-4pm. 
See Miss Pickering for 
more details. 



 

 

On Wednesday 14th March, our Year 11 
GCSE Dance group and three dance 
leaders from Year 9 went to The Lowry 
to see Cinderella by Matthew Bourne. 

 
All students were amazed by the           
performance and the unusual take on 
Cinderella themed around World War 
Two and the 1940s. The glass slipper 
still had an important part to play of course and the fairy god mother was a male  
dancer in a white silk suit turning up to make sure romance blossomed as the            
traditional story intended! 



 

 

To celebrate National Careers Weeks, our students engaged in a number of activities, focussed on 
inspiring students’ future career choices and informing them, amongst other things, about            
apprenticeship routes. 
 
Tuesday saw the highlight of the week - a presentation led by BBC’s ‘Apprentice’, Adam Corbally. A 
series 8 finalist and voted most popular candidate in a Radio Times poll, Adam delivered a highly 
engaging and motivational presentation about his background and how he has taken every setback 
as an opportunity to achieve more.  
 
On Thursday, a number of students, hosted by Bury College, were invited to participate in a range 
of activities on the Apprenticeship Tour Bus. Every bit as exciting as it sounds, the bus stayed with 
us until lunchtime and introduced a number of interested students to the different apprenticeship 
pathways available to them in the future – including those equivalent to a Master’s Degree level. 
  
Throughout the week our younger students were introduced to future careers and apprenticeships 
through assemblies, led by Bury College. The students were amazed at how many different courses 
are available to them when they leave high school. Some of these younger students will be working 
in a six week programme after Easter, mentored by employers from the local business sector. This is 
a repeat of a highly successful programme that took place last year. 
 
As ever, our students drew praise from all those who worked with them last week, who remarked 
that our students’ engagement and behaviour was the best they had seen.  
 
We would like to extend our thanks to Adam, Bolton College and Bury College for offering these   
superb opportunities.  



 

 

World Book Day Quiz 

Here is a selection of questions from our World Book Day Quiz.  
How many do you know? 
 

1. In the Harry Potter series, what is Hagrid’s first name? 
a) Enrique  b) Rubeus c) Hagrid       d) Errol 

2. Say Her Name by Juno Dawson is a retelling of which Urban Myth? 
a) The Alligators in the Sewers b) Hook Hand  c) Bloody Mary 
d) The Spider Bite 

3. In The Hunger Games trilogy what is Katniss Everdeen called?  
a) The Mocking Bird b) The Mockingjay c) The Mock Turtle             
d) The Mocker 

4. What is the subtitle of Mary Shelley’s novel Frankenstein? 
a) The Modern Monster b) The Modern Prometheus              
c) How to Make a Friend d) A Novel of Horror 

5. Where did Bilbo and Frodo Baggins live?  
a) Rivendell b) The Shire c) Gondor      d) Mordor 

6. What was the name of Albert’s horse in Michael Morpurgo’s War Horse? 
a) Beauty b) Shadowfax      c) Joey d) Flicka 

7. Which novel by Charles Dickens had the opening line:  
It was the best of times, it was the worst of times.? 
a) A Tale of Two Cities b) Oliver Twist   
c) Nicholas Nickleby  d) A Christmas Carol 

8. La Belle Sauvage by Philip Pullman is a prequel to what series  
of books written by him? 
a) His Dark Materials        b) Sally Lockheart c) The New-Cut Gang  

9. In the novel Moby Dick, what is the name of the Captain hunting the 
great white whale? 
a) Ishmael b) Queequeg      c) Ahab      d) Starbuck 

10. What classic novel has the opening line:  
It is a truth universally acknowledged that a single man in possession of a 
good fortune must be in want of a wife. 
a) Pride & Prejudice  b) Oliver Twist       c) Moby Dick  d) Sense & Sensibility 

With thanks to Matt Imrie of Teen Librarian for permission to use his quiz. http://teenlibrarian.co.uk/ 



 

 

The next edition of The Elton Times will be emailed on               

Monday 16th April 2018. 

 
LOST PROPERTY 

 
We are currently holding a number of items in lost property including 23 outdoor coats 
and jackets — see below.  All of these items have no name tag inside so we are unable 
to return them to their rightful owner. 
 
If your child has lost anything please ask them             
to check lost property  located outside the                  
general office as we will be disposing of all items           
during the Easter holiday.  Adding your child’s               
name in to their school uniform, PE kit etc.              
ensures that it is returned directly to them               
should it find its way to the lost property rail! 
 
Thank you for your support.                   

Overdue Books 
 
We are very fortunate to have a well-stocked library, with over forty per cent of pupils 
borrowing books last year. Following the recent closure of ten of Bury’s public libraries, 
our school library is even more valuable, allowing pupils to access free books and      
resources on a regular basis.  
 
A number of pupils have borrowed books that are now overdue and reminders have 
been sent out this week. These books belong to the school and need to be returned as 
soon as possible so that others can enjoy reading them. If a book has been lost or  
damaged, we will have to ask for a contribution towards the cost of replacing it. Please 
contact Mrs Barker if you have any questions. 
 
World Book Day 2018 
 
Unfortunately, our World Book Day events were cancelled due to the snow but a quiz 
has been included in this Newsletter. Answers to the World Book Day Quiz will be given 
in the next edition of the Elton Times. 
 
Mrs Barker, LRC Manager. 


