
 

 

The Elton Times 
Newsletter No  30 

5th March 2018 

Welcome to the latest edition of The Elton Times, a fortnightly bulletin for parents and carers to provide  

updates and  information regarding life at The Elton High School. 

The past week has seen an extreme level of weather conditions that have not been 
seen in this country for many years. As you will have experienced, not only did we 
have the snow and ice, but also the freezing gales that have caused snow drifts and 
made the situation even worse. Many stories have emerged about people's           
experiences in this weather during the past few days. There have been some       
tragedies with deaths caused by overexposure to the elements, while transport has 
been severely affected and we know that many parents will have had work and   
leisure trips halted by the poor conditions. There have also been some lighter      
stories, for example the Scottish athlete Laura Muir who was trying to get to the 
World Indoor Championships in Birmingham from her base in Scotland. Her flights 
were cancelled, trains were also cancelled, so she hired a taxi who drove her over 
300 miles to the event at a cost of £1500. She arrived at the Championships just in 
time, was able to enter her race and won the bronze medal! 
 
We do appreciate the inconvenience that is caused to parents and carers when 
schools are forced to close and are sorry that we had to close last Thursday and      
Friday. The decision was not taken lightly and we realise the issues that it can cause 
for minding your children, with some parents having to take time off work and use 

up valuable holiday hours. However, it is our duty as a school to provide a first class educational experience for the 
students and also to ensure that they feel safe and secure. Earlier last week we were able to stay open while some 
other schools closed - we had enough staffing to provide a workable timetable and ensured that students were still 
able to attend their usual lessons on a standard basis. However, on Thursday the weather conditions were terrible and 
the area surrounding the school and Walshaw Road was virtually impassable. Although there was no further snow on 
Friday and the local roads were much clearer, we made the decision to keep the school closed because the site itself 
was still unsafe with huge snow drifts and treacherous paths. In addition,  our staff who live across the wider  region 
could not all guarantee that they could get to school and we would not have been able to offer an acceptable         
timetable for the students. Fortunately, it looks as if the worst of the weather is behind us and we are grateful for the 
messages of support that have been offered over recent days. 
  
This past week also saw the publication of figures for high school applications across the country, with parents of Year 
6 students being informed about whether they had been successful in gaining places at their first choice of high 
school. As you may be aware, Elton has a standard entry number of 200 places for Year 7. Last year there were 330 
first choice applications and last week we learned that there had been 397 first choice applications for our school. This 
again makes us the most oversubscribed school in the local authority and is evidence of the strong reputation that we 
established through recent achievements. It is unfortunate that so many children and parents will be disappointed not 
to gain a place in our school, but it is our task to ensure that current standards are reinforced and that we continue to 
provide the best possible experience for all students. 
 
The poor weather forced the cancellation of the planned Year 10 Intervention Evening, but this will be rescheduled for 
within the next few weeks. As Year 11 now move into the final period of time prior to GCSEs, there will also be another 
Year 11 Intervention Evening with input from a number of Heads of Department and teachers. Again, details of this 
event will be communicated to parents and students within the next fortnight and we are aiming to have this event 
before the Easter holiday. I would also like to bring your attention to the calendar for next academic year which was 
recently agreed by our governors - it is on our website and is printed on the following page of the newsletter. Thanks 
again for your continuing support and if you have any questions or concerns about any aspect of life here at Elton, 
please contact me directly at wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 
 

Jonathan Wilton 

mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

HOLIDAY PATTERN 2018-2019 

  PUPIL DAYS     
SCHOOL DAYS PER HALF TERM 

  BANK HOLIDAYS     

  SCHOOL HOLIDAYS     

  PAD / Occasional Day     

  Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri AUTUMN OPEN 

Sept 2018 3 4 5 6 7 

33 

  10 11 12 13 14 

  17 18 19 20 21 

  24 25 26 27 28 

October 1 2 3 4 5 

  8 9 10 11 12 

  15 16 17 18 19 

  22 23 24 25 26 AUTUMN HALF TERM 

November 29 30 31 1 2 

39 

  5 6 7 8 9 

  12 13 14 15 16 

  19 20 21 22 23 

  26 27 28 29 30 

December 3 4 5 6 7 

  10 11 12 13 14 

  17 18 19 20 21 

  24 25 26 27 28 
AUTUMN CLOSE 

Jan 2019 31 1 2 3 4 

  7 8 9 10 11   

  

30 

  14 15 16 17 18 

  21 22 23 24 25 

February 28 29 30 31 1 

  4 5 6 7 8 

  11 12 13 14 15 

  18 19 20 21 22 SPRING HALF TERM 

March 25 26 27 28 1   

  

30 

  4 5 6 7 8 

  11 12 13 14 15 

  18 19 20 21 22 

  25 26 27 28 29 

April 1 2 3 4 5 

  8 9 10 11 12 
SPRING CLOSE 

  15 16 17 18 19 

  22 23 24 25 26 23 

May 29 30 1 2 3   

  6 7 8 9 10   

  13 14 15 16 17   

  20 21 22 23 24   

  27 28 29 30 31 SUMMER HALF TERM 

June 3 4 5 6 7 

35 

  10 11 12 13 14 

  17 18 19 20 21 

  24 25 26 27 28 

July 1 2 3 4 5 

  8 9 10 11 12 

  15 16 17 18 19 

  22 23 24 25 26 

  29 30 31     

 TOTAL PUPIL DAYS  190 



 

 

Bits and Pieces… 

 Good luck to our four year 10  
 students – Matthew Hamilton, 
 Niamh Hurley, Joe Self and Sana 
 Sheriff - who will be competing in the Bury Maths Challenge on Tuesday 6 
 March, against local schools. We will report in the next edition about how 
 they  got on! 
 
 This week certificates will be given out in the year seven assembly for 
 achievement in  Numeracy Ninjas. Can’t divulge names yet! See the next 
 edition for pictures of the winners. 

 
On Saturday 10 March, the Northamptonshire town of Kettering is host to 
the largest national maths teachers’ conference, MathsConf14. Over 400 
will be in attendance, including Miss Mather, Mr Armishaw and myself. We 
look forward to picking up inspiring new ideas from the best practitioners 
in the country. 

 
 
 
 

1. Maths is the most popular A level subject. 
Ranked by the total number of candidates entered into exams, Mathematics remained the 
most popular A-level choice with 11.5 per cent of all students studying the subject. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. A level Mathematics was taken by 51% of the accepted applicants to Russell Group                   
universities. The Russell Group is a prestigious group of 17 British research universities –        
Birmingham, Bristol, Cambridge, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Imperial College London, Leeds,             
Liverpool, London School of Economics, Manchester, Newcastle, Nottingham, Oxford, Sheffield, 
Southampton, University College London and Warwick 

 
Data source: ‘Popularity of A level subjects among UK university students’ University of Cambridge. Assessment – June 
2013 

Data source: Independent Newspaper – ‘A-level 

results day 2017 explained in four charts’ - Friday 

18 August 2017 



 

 

 
3. Boys are more likely to continue Mathematics at A level.  

Although the number of females entered for A level Mathematics nearly doubled between 2005 
and 2015, as a percentage of overall entries, the female-to-male ratio remained virtually the 
same (39:61 in 2015). 
 

Data source: ‘A level subject take-up’ – Ofsted – May 2015 

 
4. On average, Mathematics A level adds 11% to earnings. 

Research also showed that no other A-level subject attracted a wage premium in the same way. 
 

Data source: ‘Reassessing the economic value of advanced level mathematics’ – British Educational Research         
Journal – 2016 
 

 

5. These famous people got an A in Mathematics A level – can you name them? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Both Mathematics and Further Mathematics are in the top 3 Best Performing A Levels. 
 

 
 

Data source: ‘A-level results 2016: Which subjects did students do the best and worst in?’ – The Telegraph 18 Aug 2016. 
 
 

7. Big changes to A Level Mathematics from September 2017. 
Courses are no longer modular, all exams are taken at the end of the two year course. 
There is no optional content any longer, all topic areas are prescribed. 
 

Mr Wilson. 

Mathematics Further Mathematics 

42% of students got an A or A* 56% of entrants got an A or A* 

88% got a C or better 80.2% got a C or better 



 

 

 This year’s British Science Week is taking place   
 9-18th March 2018 
 
 Theme: Exploration and Discovery 
 
 We have lots of events and activities planned in school       

including; lesson projects, poster competitions, guest scientist speakers, a year 7 trip to Manchester    
University, Science Busking at the local primary school, the Biology challenge, quizzes 
and much more. 
 
There will be lots of opportunities to get involved at home too,  including the citizen   
science project shown below – this is an opportunity to contribute to real scientific    
research, so please get involved. 



 

 

FREE -Pond Lab- Science Camps 
 

Bringing Key Stage 2 - 4  Science to life at 
The Naturally Enterprising Centre 

 situated on The Kirklees Valley Trail  Bury BL84LT. 
 

Hands on experiments focused on life in the water, habitats,  cycles , water courses      
and food webs. 

Delivered by qualified science trainers, who know how to make science fun. 
sessions include Pond dipping, kick sampling &  experiments with state of                        

the art equipment. 
 
 

For more details contact ; 
hello@theenterprisecentre.co.uk 

Or call Ali on 07977 472756 
 
This Project is funded by : Children in Need and The Welcome 
Trust 
 
The Enterprise Centre is a registered charity number 1146938 
 
Failure to attend all days without valid reason will incur a charge of £50. 
 

 Pond Lab Camp-time table  

Dates Age Group 

4th-6th April 12-16 

24th jul-2nd Aug 12-16 

7th-9th Aug 9-11 

23rd-25th Oct 9-11 

mailto:hello@theenterprisecentre.co.uk


 

 

Type the red text into Google and select the above screen. Students are to use their 
own name to access online learning resources for GCSE PE.  

Friday PE                      
intervention 

3:15pm – 
4pm 

2nd March 9th March 16th March 23rd March 27th April 4th May 

Topic       
Option 1 

Movement 
– Skeletal 

and Muscu-
lar    Sys-

tems 

Respiratory 
System and 
Spirometry 

Circulatory 
System 

and Cardi-
ac Cycle 

Components 
of Fitness 

and Fitness 
Testing 

Principles 
and 

Types of   
Training 

Feedback, 
guidance and 

Arousal 
(inverted U 

theory) 

Teacher MP VH MP PA KMG MP 

Topic       
Option 2 

Health,      
Fitness and 
Sedentary 
Lifestyle 

Somatotypes 
and Diet 

Aerobic,  
anaerobic, 
EPOC and 
recovery 

Immediate, 
short and 
long-term 
effects of 
exercise 

Skill, abilities 
and          

classification 
of skill plus 

SMART          
targets 

Information 
Processing 

Model.        
Aggression 

and            
Personality 

Teacher PA KMG PJ PJ VH PA 

KS3 Pastoral 

Detentions 

KMG MP PA MP PA KMG 

PE INTERVENTION 



 

 

Starter: Injury prevention 
  
Main: Optimal arousal 
and in relation to skill/
stress management 

Starter: Calculating             
intensities 
  
Main: Aggression and       
Personality 

Starter: Intrinsic and         
Extrinsic motivation 
  
Main: Engagement 
Patterns and participation 

Starter: Commercialisation,        
sponsorship and media 
  
Main: Positive and negative          
impacts of technology 
  
  

Thursday 29th March Tuesday 17th April Wednesday 18th April Friday 20th April 

Starter: Positive and    
negative impacts of   
sponsorship and the    
media 
  
Main: Positive and      
negative impacts of tech-
nology 

Starter: Conduct of              
performers and drugs in 
sport 
  
Main: Drugs in sport 

Starter: Drugs in sport 
  
Main: Hooliganism 

MODERATION 
DAY 

2018 

SPACED LEARNING CURRICULUM MAP GCSE PE 17 

Starter: Health, Fitness 
and well-being Definition 
and SMP 
  
Main: Recovery EPOC 

Starter: Sedentary Lifestyle. 
Definition and consequences. 
  
Main: Immediate, short and 
long term effects of exercise. 

Starter: Recovery EPOC 
  
Main: Skill, ability and 
classification of skills 

Starter:  I S and L terms effects of 
exercise 
 
Main: Definitions and goal types 

Thursday 1st March Tuesday 6th March Wednesday 7th March Thursday 8th March 

Starter: Skills ability and 
classification of skill 
  
Main: Basic Information 
Processing Model 

Revision all of Year 1 
Paper 1 and Paper 2 

Mini Mock 
  

(excluding planes, axes and 
levers) 

  
  

  Revision all of Year 1 
Paper 1 and Paper 2 

Mini Mock 
  

(excluding planes, axes 
and levers) 

  

  
  

Mini Mock Exam 
1 hour Paper 

Tuesday 13th March Wednesday 14th March Thursday 15th March Tuesday 20th March 

Starter: Bones and   
functions of the skeleton 
  
Main: Considerations to 
prevent injury 

Starter: Muscles of the body 
and antagonistic pairs. 
  
Main: High Altitude         
Training 

Starter: Warm ups and 
cool downs 
  
Main: Seasonal aspects 

Starter: Principles and Types of 
Training 
  
Main: Arousal and the Inverted U 
theory 



 

 

 From September 2018 a new collection of sports kit will be 
 available for all year groups. The kit is compulsory for the     

            new Year 7 but optional for the rest of the school. The kit is   
    available from SK Kits web-shop and fitting evenings are  
   scheduled for each year group to have a closer look at the    
   items. Students will need a training skirt, shorts and green 

socks for PE lessons. The half zip top, tracksuit bottoms and raincoat are optional items of kit. All the 
kit will have the students initials along with the school badge and will be delivered to school.  



 

 

On Saturday 24th February the gymnastics team travelled to 
Walton Le Dale Arts College to compete in the regional Floor and 
Vault competition.  Elton entered two teams; an under 14 mixed 
and under 19 girls.  Both teams were exceptional on the day and 
both finished in the top three teams.  The newly formed under 
19 team finished in a very respectable third place.  The under 14 
team finished in first place and will now go on to represent the 
North West at the British Finals in May.  This will be the second 
national final that the mixed team have qualified for this 
year.  Well done.  

Year 7 Winners Assembly  
 

Congratulations to the Student of the Week 
nominees and the highest  achievement point 

winners.  

The end of year trip for Year 7 is soon to be   
announced and those achievement points are 
needed to get a place on the trip! Great to see 

lots of boys picking up Student of the Week  
certificates.  

Year 7 Enterprise Day Winners 

 
Congratulations to the team from 7E who won 

the Enterprise challenge on Student Development 
Day. A very proud Mrs Dickinson is pictured with 

the young entrepreneurs.  



 

 

The next edition of The Elton Times will be emailed on               

Monday 19th March 2018. 

Students with igo cards can now 
use Get Me There to pay for travel 
on Metrolink. They simply log on 
to http://www.getmethere.com/,   
create an account, add their card, 
then buy smart tickets in advance 
to load straight onto their igo card 

when travelling.  

Congratulations to Shanelle Farrer who won the Valentine’s 
bear called Suzie. Suzie  was raffled by the Year 7 Student    
Council to raise money for Pancreatic Cancer Research. Pictured 
are William and Adam who are wearing their SK Kits 5K fun run 
strip again to raise money for the same charity. The boys are 
currently in training and will be running the Burrs Country Park 
Great Local Run soon. Thanks to SK Kits for sponsoring the     
running Kits.  

                   Scholastic Book Club 

 

Our new Scholastic Book Club is up and running!  
 
Go to http://schools.scholastic.co.uk/elton-bl8 to browse the latest 
books and order online.  
 
For every £1 you spend on this month’s Book Club, our school will earn 25p in Scholastic Rewards. 
Please place your order online by March 12th, 2018. 
Orders will be delivered free to school for your child to collect. 
If you have any questions, please contact Mrs Barker, Learning Resource Centre Manager. 

http://www.getmethere.com/
http://schools.scholastic.co.uk/elton-bl8

