
 

 

The Elton Times 
Newsletter No 3 

17 October 2016 

Welcome to our latest edition of The Elton Times, a fortnightly bulletin for parents and carers to provide  

updates and  information regarding life at The Elton High School. 

As we near the end of the first half term the school can reflect on a very successful start to the year. 

The recent open events were extremely positive and were attended by many hundreds of parents and prospective 

students. The events provided us with the opportunity to showcase our greatest asset – our students – and I have  

outlined some of the feedback that we received on the following page. The strong recent exam results and the move 

to the new building have generated even more interest than usual and we expect to be heavily oversubscribed next 

year.  

I am grateful for the positive feedback offered by many parents following the previous issue of The Elton Times. It is 

clear that some students are still experiencing difficulties of lengthy queues during lunchtime and we have moved to 

improve the situation by introducing another serving station from this week. I will continue to pursue more options 

with our catering providers and also to liaise with students and yourselves about the situation.  

Aside from regular eating and drinking, another key health element for young children is the need to have regular 

sleep. With the recent release of some new Xbox games (such as Fifa 2017) some staff have noted that a number of 

students in class are clearly overtired, with many admitting that they have stayed up late into the night playing these 

computer games or using social media sites. It is extremely difficult to work effectively when tired, with basic health 

guidelines suggesting a minimum of 8 hours sleep every night for children/young adults. We ask for your continued 

support and vigilance, so that the children can recharge their batteries and arrive each morning refreshed and ready to 

learn.  

As we approach the end of the half term, I would like to take this opportunity remind you that we close for the        

holidays at 3:00pm on Thursday 20th October 2016 and reopen at 8:45am on Tuesday 1st November 2016. Further to 

this, Year 11 Parents’ Evening is scheduled for Thursday 3rd November and we also anticipate positive reports about 

the school trip to Holland which returns back to Bury on Monday 24th October 2016.  

Thanks again for your support and ongoing communication throughout this half term.  

In the meantime, if you have any questions or concerns about any aspect of life here at Elton, please do not hesitate to 

get in touch wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 

Jonathan Wilton 

mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

 
Very friendly teachers 
and students. Lovely 

feel to the school. 
(Christ Church       

Ainsworth) 

Fantastic, airy, bright 
modern school!    

Wonderful guides very 
helpful. 

(Christ Church       

Ainsworth) 

Very, very             
impressed by the 

work. 
(Chantlers Primary)  

 
Lovely tour by the two 

girls and excellent   
building, friendly staff 

and super                  
atmosphere. 

(Christ Church            

Ainsworth) 

 
Excellent tour. Girls were 
very well informed and 

well mannered, staff 
very helpful. 

(Christ Church Walshaw) 

 
Really friendly       

pupils and staff. 
Lovely feel to the 

school. 
(Chesham Primary) 

 Fantastic.  Very            
impressed with the 

school, especially the 
children - so polite and 
calm and such friendly 

staff.                          
  (Our Lady of Lourdes) 

 
Stunning classrooms 

and very nice,    
pleasant pupils. 

(Old Hall Primary) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

All of these students will be receiving a special award to recognise their outstanding achievements. 

Our hope is that even more students will be receiving badges and special awards for attendance in 

2016-2017. 

 

Punctuality 

Please note that school now starts at 8.45 am and that students need to be lining up outside       

classrooms before 8.45am to enable Lesson 1 to start promptly. We ask parents to ensure that      

students set off in good time and are on the school premises by 8.40am at the very latest. Late       

arrivals are issued with automatic break time detentions. If students are persistently late then this 

will affect their learning and progress. Students also exclude themselves from our reward activities   

by being late.  
 

Please can parents encourage students to be in school every day. Last year we achieved a very 
pleasing overall attendance of 96.3%. This year we are working to achieve 96.5%. In October we 
will be rewarding all the students who achieved outstanding attendance during the academic 
year 2015-2016. The table below shows the number of awards that we will be presenting to 
each year group. These students have achieved 100% (Gold), 99% (Silver), 98% (Bronze) or 5% 
improvement (Improved). 

The above students will all be presented with special badges to wear on their school blazers. 

Further to this we have some students who have achieved 100% for more than one school year. 

  Improved Bronze Silver Gold 

Year 7  31 54 51 

Year 8 11 29 41 24 

Year 9 10 24 43 28 

Year 10 18 36 31 33 

Year 11  14 30 45 37 

     

Totals 53 150 214 173 

 2 years 3 years 4 years 5 years 

Year 8 8    

Year 9 6 12   

Year 10 9 6 9  

Year 11  4 3 7 

Total 23 22 12 7 



 

 

Students in English  have been studying the poetry of William Wordsworth, comparing his natural imagery to the terrifying 

new world of   industry in nineteenth century England. They have also explored Engels and his study of  Manchester, learning 

about the lives of the poor, working people who turned Manchester into 'Cottonopolis'. The class were allowed to select their 

task and have produced some outstanding creative writing. Here are a few examples..  

The crashing waves smashed into the 

shore as the wind howled from outside 

our front door. The boulder like clouds 

tumbled through the sky in harmony with 

the carnage of thunder. Trees in the fields      

violently shook like a warning from the   

devil—that’s the power of winter. 

 

Nature Poem 

As I walked down the countryside road 

I seemed to hear a little squeak 

I looked around and around to see 

A little creature sitting next to me. 

It looked at me with big beady eyes 

I could not believe the size 

It gazed at me and begged for food, 

and I gave it some nuts, due to a good mood. 

Then he was gone in a flash 

 to put them into his winter stash 

as I walked down the autumn country street  

I gave a family some nuts to eat.  

The air was silent 
You could hear a pin drop, 
Then all of a sudden 
The silence stopped. 
Nature had arose 
Scratching at the surface, 
The time had finally come 
The earth fulfilling its purpose. 
The lights were flickering 
The floor was jittering, 
Whoosh whoosh whoosh 
The wind had broken the hush, 
Wailing like the dead 
The trees’ leaves burst, 
The roots in the ground 
Suddenly lost their thirst. 
God’s animal species 
Shivering at the spine, 
Habitats destroyed  
No longer divine. 
The storm has now tumbled in  
Peeling away life city by city,  
Compared to before the storm  
The contrast was not pretty. 
Lucifer’s work 
Hustling down for the night, 
I miss the golden glow 
Of storm less sunlight, 
The buildings crumble away 
Like the chance we all would have survived, 
I was incredibly lucky 
To make it out alive. 
 
 

Manchester 

The sky was grey, not blue. Just clouds. I walked through the mud and 

yesterday’s rain. Normally, a reflection of me would ripple in the spring 

water, but not here- Manchester. People were running, making sound. 

Loud. Busy. Missing my friends, who were peaceful trees and elegant 

birds, watching while they fly in the sun, I looked down. 

No green grass for the sheep to eat- just dull ground- but even then,   

children sat begging covering it. Excited to explode, but reality was quite 

different.  

Shooting around the corner, hoping that maybe it would change to a silent 

forest, I saw a strong, tall factory. There was no light inside or perhaps the 

smog just coated my sight. Trying not to creek the wooden, dirty floor, I 

tiptoed (it wouldn’t have mattered, as they knew I was coming). Many 

men stood, canes in hands. I saw hundreds of children wanting to turn and 

see who I may be but at the same time they all know if they dared to try 

this, it wouldn’t end happily.  

Screaming of machines. Screaming of business men, who knew all too well 

they were higher than everyone else, telling children to work faster or 

stop crying and grow up. In all this noise there was one sound that       

travelled to my brain and I couldn’t get it out. Screaming of children. They 

were scared and wanted someone, like me, to free them. I can no longer 

talk about this, so I will leave it there. I’m gladly going back to my home 

town of the lake with the horrors in my mind. I wish I could help the poor 

children but for now I will just tell them to stay strong and keep their head 

up high. 

 



 

 

When: Tuesday after school 3-3.45pm
Where: Lab 2 (Mrs Beard)

Why: Do exciting experiments –
Explosions, blood, guts and gore and more.

Earn achievement points.
Important: You must get permission to stay after school and you 

must sign up on the sheet on the door of lab 2 before the day – once 
the sheet is full, no more places.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students can surprise you at times!  One moment they can be flying high with a new algebra    

topic, and then they can struggle with a fundamental task like telling the time, or doing 

straightforward time calculations.   The trend towards more digital clocks in the home and fewer 

traditional analogue models has not helped. Students need to develop a sound understanding of 

time, as it is such a basic life skill.  Questions focusing on time (usually featuring bus or train   

timetables) appear regularly on GCSE papers, too. 

 

My suggestion for Maths at Home this week is simple: make sure there is an analogue clock in 

your home!   

If you position it in the living room or by the dining table, you can ask questions about time to   

develop their understanding. 

 "What time will it be in 45 minutes?", 

 "How would we say that using the 24 hour clock?" 

 "If I need to be somewhere at 5:30pm, and the journey takes 1 hour 45 minutes, when do I 

need to set off by?" 

and so on… 

 

Progressing further, if you are planning a trip by train, allow your child to try and work out the 

itinerary for the journey using train timetables, taking into account any train changes.  Similarly, if 

you are planning a long journey by car, perhaps they could work out an approximation for the 

journey time, allowing for stops. This would allow them to work out the latest time for               

departure.  Again, technology seems to be robbing us of opportunities to use our brains, with  

mobile apps for train journeys and route planners for car journeys. Get the timetables or road 

map atlas out and try a little 'old school' planning with your child. 

 

There is a wealth of research which shows that the more parents are involved with their           

children's learning, the better the outcomes are. 

 

Please support your child by giving them opportunities to practise their maths skills at home - it 

really helps! 

Mr Wilson. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Previous question: 

 

The number 25 can be split up into three parts in many ways.  

For example 1 + 6 + 18, 2 + 12 + 11 etc... 

If we now look at the product of these numbers  

1 x 6 x 18 = 108, 2 x 12 x 11 = 264. 

Which three whole numbers with a sum of 25 give the greatest product? 

 

Solution:  8.8 and 9 

 

Winners:  Once again, Lauren Dewhurst (9H) and Melissa Hill (9B) submitted 

correct answers - the only ones this time! Please see Mr Wilson to collect 

your prizes. 

(£5 Trafford Centre vouchers) 

 

This week's puzzle has been devised by Ms Aslam. 

 It takes 2 minutes for the cold water tap to fill the bath and 3 minutes for 

the hot water tap to fill the bath. If I turn both taps on, how long will it take 

to fill the bath? 

 

Email your answer to Mr Wilson at wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk for a 

chance to win those vouchers.  

mailto:wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

Last month we extended International Day of         

Languages on Monday 26th September to a       

week-long celebration. At lunch time, students 

were able to watch the French Film “Un  Monstre 

à  Paris” and the Spanish film, “El libro de la Vida”. 

Students were invited to our popular food tasting 

event where we had a range of French and     

Spanish treats for them to try. A hardy group of 

students also braved the autumnal Bury weather 

to have a game of boules. Students and staff were 

asked to wear stickers to indicate which languages 

they spoke. Aside from English, French and Span-

ish, some of the languages spoken were Greek, 

Urdu, Dutch, Thai, Italian, German,  Romanian, 

Arabic, Welsh, Cantonese, Mandarin, Bosnian and         

Croatian. The huge range of languages that our 

students speak became a real talking point and     

allowed us to celebrate our diversity in a positive 

way.  

Year 8 and 9 
Spanish Club 

Wednesday 1:10 
Room 6

Holiday Spanish

Culture



 

 

Year 10 dance students enjoyed an exciting after-

noon trip to the Lowry to see world-famous 

artists in action. A Linha Curva by itzik galili was 

performed by the renowned Rambert Dance 

Company. The energetic and exciting piece fea-

tured a percussion band raised on a platform, 

playing more than 50 instruments. The dance 

was a fusion of Salsa, Capoeira and contempo-

rary styles with a Brazilian carnival atmosphere, 

laced with  humour, fun and rivalry between 

men and women. A must for all to see if you get 

the chance! 

We played our first match against Bury 

Church. It was a gorgeous    evening with the 

sun shining and a clear blue sky. We played 

well considering that for some players their 

first ever game! Saskia Derby deserves a 

medal for playing in net as our usual keeper, 

Katie Kefford, broke her finger in a football 

match at the weekend and had to withdraw. 

Saskia made some great saves in the first half 

-    excellent effort Saskia!!                                        

The final score was  0-1.  



 

 

Sports shoes are probably the most important piece of fitness equipment 

you'll buy, so it's vital to select the right pair. 

 
All students as part of their ‘Welcome Back’ Physical Education assembly 
have been given advice about the importance of having the right foot-
wear for lessons.  
 
A doctor who specialises in foot care stated that: "Serious back, knee and 
hip pain, Achilles tendonitis, shin splints (leg pain), traumatised toes and 
painful blisters are some of the conditions people wearing ill-fitting     
trainers may face." 
 

It is not unusual for a person wearing the wrong footwear to develop 

corns and calluses or damaged, thickened and ingrown toenails. 

 26 bones are found in a foot 

 33 joints 

 100 + muscles, tendons and ligaments  

Feet are amazing: look after them! 

 

There are 250,000 sweat glands in a pair of feet – 

wear PE songs to avoid foot fungus.  



 

 

The next edition of The Elton Times will be emailed on 

7th November 2016. 

 

Follow us for all the latest news! 

Please create a twitter account, lock it 

and follow @eltonhighpe to keep up 

with fixture news, extra-curricular clubs 

and lots more. It is the best way to keep 

up to date with the events run by the 

Physical Education department. 

We have a number of students who 

are choosing to pedal to and from 

school which is great for promoting 

health and fitness. However, Walshaw 

Road is extremely busy before and 

after school and we have concerns that 

these students are not wearing        

helmets. This is the number one safety 

instruction given to young people 

when they complete the Bikeability 

qualification. Please could parents    

ensure that children do wear helmets 

if they are pedalling to school on bikes.  

 

 

 

 

 


