
 

 

The Elton Times 
Newsletter No 29 

12th February 2018 

Welcome to the latest edition of The Elton Times, a fortnightly bulletin for parents and carers to provide  

updates and  information regarding life at The Elton High School. 

It has been a particularly busy half term with intervention classes now fully under way for Year 11, the options process 
for Year 9 and Parents' Evening taking place for Year 10. The events and activities continue in this final week of the half 
term, concluding with a non-uniform day for excellent attendance/punctuality taking place on Friday. One of the main 
development areas for our school remains the need to raise boys' achievement in line with the level of the girls, who 
continue to gain results that are amongst the best in the wider region. While girls continue to perform better than 
boys at an academic level, there remains a gap in average levels of pay and this has been brought into focus with the 
recent national discussion about the anniversary of women being given the right to vote.  
 
This month marks the 100th anniversary of that right. Even then, not all women were given the vote - only property 
owners aged 30 or over were deemed to be worthy to vote and it was another ten years before all women aged 21 
and over were given the vote, finally putting them on equal terms with men. They had campaigned for many decades 
to get the vote, demanding that they be given the opportunity to have a say in how society is run. The campaigners 
used a variety of methods, attending huge public rallies and marches and refusing to pay taxes, while the Suffragettes 
pushed a more violent agenda, attacking public buildings, causing public disturbances and going on hunger strike when 
they were placed in prison. When they halted their campaign during World War One and took on the 'usual' roles of 
the men who were away fighting, they were finally rewarded with the vote.  
 
While progress for women has often been painfully slow, we cannot underestimate the importance of so many of 
them gaining the vote a century ago. The general election of 1918 involved an electorate three times the size of the 
one before it. The first female MP was elected that year and we now have the highest ever number - 208 female MPs 
were elected in 2016, 32% of the total. Women's political influence has grown over the century, with two female 
Prime Ministers, including in Margaret Thatcher the longest serving PM of the 20th century.  
 
It is our role as a school to ensure that all students understand the importance of the voting process and that         
thousands of young women fought for this right all those years ago. We must also continue to reinforce that boys and 
girls must have equality of opportunity - that girls and indeed boys should not be directed towards stereotypical     
subject choices or future careers. They should make choices and forge career pathways based entirely on their own 
individual preferences and it is our responsibility as a school that they do not see their gender as a barrier or             
restricting factor.  
 
As mentioned in previous newsletters, we have continued to speak to the students and to parents about the                 
introduction of the new school uniform for September 2018. We confirm that the uniform will be compulsory for Years 
7 to 10, but our Year 11 students will have an open choice of whether to take up the new uniform or not - following 
the feedback, we felt it was entirely reasonable to allow them that choice rather than have no option but to buy a new 
uniform for their last year in school. As ever, thanks for your support and communication with this process which we 
know will make our students look the smartest in Bury, reflecting our current standing as a school. In the meantime, if 
you have any queries about any            
element of life here at Elton please   
contact me directly at                                                 
wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 
 

Jonathan Wilton 
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Whilst studying A Christmas Carol, 
8W1 were asked to complete        
several tasks for their homework. 
Some of the students used their   
creative skills to bring some of the 
characters to life.  
 
Sienna Brown created a clay model 
of Scrooge. 
Dylan Lever used material and clay 
to create the ghost of Christmas yet 
to come. 
Lucy Rigg used modelling clay to  
create a mini set of ghosts and 
Scrooge. 
 
Well done to the class for their      
fantastic pieces of work!  
 
Miss Ogden. 

 Year 11 students enjoyed a   
 performance of Macbeth from the 
 Manchester Actor's Company after 
 school on Thursday 1st February. Year 
 11 will have a GCSE exam on Macbeth 

this summer so it was great to see so many students choosing to stay back and watch 
the show. The English Department would like to thank Year 11 and their parents/carers 
for supporting this event. 
 
Manchester Actors will be back at school on: Monday 16th April to perform Jekyll and 
Hyde and Tuesday 1st May to perform An inspector Calls. 



 

 

By the time of the publishing of this article, our Year 11s will be two thirds of the way through their 
third set of mock exams in Mathematics. By the half term break, they will have completed 9 papers 
totalling 720 marks. That is a lot of data, which - if analysed effectively - will reveal areas of strength 
and weakness across the  spectrum of maths topics. To enable students and teachers to identify the 
key areas to focus revision on to gain the maximum impact, the Maths Department has subscribed to 
an online personalised learning platform called Pinpoint Learning. (www.pinpointlearning.co.uk). 
 
Pinpoint Learning allows students to enter the marks per question they got on the GCSE papers they 
have   completed to date. Once this information has been input, Pinpoint Learning then produces the 
following: 
 

1. Personalised booklets of questions (and answers) based on the weakest topics identified from 
the test scores. (see below) 

2. Personalised Maths Matrix (see below). This is a ‘see at a glance’ view of marks achieved in tests 
to date.  It is colour-coded in green, amber and red to indicate areas of relative strength and 
weakness. 

http://www.pinpointlearning.co.uk


 

 

The view is dynamic – clicking on a coloured block will show the question, with the option to view 

the answer (see below) 

3. Personalised Retests – Pinpoint Learning produces this very valuable revision resource, which is a 
personalised 20 minute test on the 6 easiest questions students got wrong in any mock test. The 
front page tells the student what mark they got the first time they sat the test. Solutions can be  
given out in class such that students can mark or peer mark their tests. Both teacher and student 
can see, scientifically, whether they have actually improved and can now do the question.  

 

We are aware that a number of students in Year 11 have an external maths tutor. Please 
bring Pinpoint Learning to their attention as this will help them target assistance on 
weaker topic areas. 
 
Mr Wilson. 



 

 

 

Previous question: 
 

 

 

 

Answer: Five Thousand and Zero.  

James Chao (8E) – Come and see Miss Mather in Room 18 to collect your prize!  

 

This week’s puzzle:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email your answer to me at matherj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk for a chance to win those vouchers! 

Thank you, 

Miss Mather. 
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Year 11 Question of the Week 
Each time the Elton Times is produced there will now be a new question for Year 11. These questions 
will be of GCSE standard and take the format of those that appear on both Higher and Foundation    
Papers. 
 
Get a copy of the question from your Maths teacher, complete it and hand it in to Miss Mather in 
Room 18. Best answer (in terms of layout and being correct) will win!! There is a £5 Trafford Centre 
voucher on offer for the best answer. 
 
Previous question: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last Week’s Winners: Aidan Cliffe and Gareth Kershaw. Come collect your prize from Room 18! 

 

This week’s puzzle:   

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 

                                Get a copy from your teacher. 

Thank you, 

Miss Mather. 



 

 

Year 8 students have been studying hurricanes this half 
term, including how they are generated. Their structure 
can be seen in the 3D model which was one of the many  
superb pieces of work produced by the students. They 
have also compared the effects of hurricanes on high    
income countries (Hurricane Katrina) and low income    
countries (Typhoon Haiyan).  

 

Eye of the 

hurricane 

Cold air sinking Warm air at 26C, 

rising 

 Year 9 students have been studying tectonic hazards. As 
part of this topic they were set a project homework where 
they had to answer the question ‘Why can we not travel to the 
centre of the earth?’. Students could present their answer 
using a number of different methods. The work submitted has 
been outstanding. There have been cakes, 3D models of the 
Earth’s structure, PowerPoint presentations and extended 
pieces of writing. 

 

 Year 10 students have been studying glaciation. They have 
completed a number of small experiments and diagrams with 
food. In the picture, students have shown where different 
types of moraine (glacial deposition) can be found on the  
glacier and they then had to explain how the moraine was 
formed. 

 
This is lateral 

moraine 

Main 

glacier 

Tributary 

glacier 



 

 

Along with students from all over Greater Manchester, 45 students 
ranging from Year 8 to Year 11, recently attended a concert at the 
Bridgewater Hall by the Halle with guest soloists from RNCM.   
Students listened to a range of music from Vivaldi’s ‘Four Season’ to John Williams ‘Star Wars’ theme. This             
performance was of particular interest to GCSE Music group as it included GCSE set works which will feature in 
their exam in June. 
 
We will be heading there again with every student in Year 7 on Wednesday 7th March.  This annual trip is always 
a great   success and enjoyed by all, staff and students alike.  Please can all parents/carers make sure that they 
return the reply slip to the music teacher as soon as possible in order to avoid disappointment.  



 

 

On 1st February our Year 9s entered their first ever Volleyball 
competition at Bury Church High. They were a little               
apprehensive and arrived first to get warmed up and refine 
their skills before the event commenced. However, their 
mindset was wholly positive! Although a few of the girls were 
unsure of their serving technique they served like demons! 
Freya Carr won many points for the team putting us in a great        
position to go on and win. 
 
We played Woodhey B and won 21-17 and then Bury Church 
winning 21-15. We then played Woodhey A and although it 
was another great game, it went to the wire and we lost 19-
21. 
 
It was a great night considering we haven’t played any   
matches before. We finished as runners up and usually the 
top two schools go through to The Manchester Games so we 
will keep you updated from this point. 
 
Well done to Freya Carr, Libby Keown, Hannah Gugneivicz, Hannah Shaw, Charlotte Dawson, 
 Grace O’Brien, Freya Powers, Jessica Alderson for a fantastic effort and attitude. 

Congratulations to the Gymnastics Team who 
have qualified to represent the North-West at 
the British Finals in the Milano Team             
Competition which will be held in Stoke on 
Trent in March. This is the first time that Elton 
has been represented in a national final in the 
mixed competition.  

On 6th February our Year 7 & 8 netball teams went 
to Philips High to play netball after school and they 
were all amazing! 
Year 7 won 18-7 and Year 8 won 8-7. 
Players’ player for Year 7 was Katie Rayner & Year 8 
was Leah Reynolds. 
Thank you to all the supporters who came along to 
watch. Well done!  



 

 

On Tuesday 6th February 2018, 13 of our Year 9   
students attended the brand new Greater           
Manchester Fire & Rescue Training Centre in Bury. 
 
They were selected to represent Elton and to train 
to become Hate Crime Ambassadors. 
 
Students from seven Bury High Schools attended 
the training which included detailed presentations 
from Greater Manchester Police and Bury Council. 
 

A tour of the state-of-the-art facilities was followed by desk top exercises allowing students to 
share experiences and formulate strategies to  challenge          
discriminatory bullying and create tolerance in school through 
communication. 
 
Elton were the first team to present their findings and              
received applause and very positive comments from the           
audience and facilitators. 
 
The Ambassadors will now put their training and knowledge  
into practice with regular meetings, assemblies and a poster 
campaign. 
 
Well done to our new Hate Crime Ambassadors : 
 
Millie Ashton, Mollie Dentith, Isabel Whitam, 
Connor Richardson, Eloise Buckley, 
Charlotte Dawson, Megan Wardle 
Safaa Chaudary, Anisah Imran 
Charlotte Tomlinson, 
Gabriella Moldauer, Amber Burckett and  
Daya Waddiker 



 

 

Read for Good 
 

From Monday 26th February  to Friday 2nd March students in Years 7, 8 and 
9 will be taking part in the Readathon so as to help raise money for books 

and storytellers for children in hospital. This will be a great opportunity for 
students to develop their literacy skills and enjoy a good book. We are asking 
students to ask family and friends (never strangers) to sponsor them to read. 

Students will need to make a pledge to read or listen to a set                         
amount of texts. 

SAFETY WHEN TRAVELLING TO AND FROM SCHOOL 

We have been informed that a high school pupil in the       

Prestwich area was sexually assaulted on the Metrolink, 

via the Bury to Manchester line on 1st February 2018.  

Police are aware and have stepped up safety. Please can 

all parents ensure that children have safe travel plans. If 

your child is traveling independently please encourage 

them to travel with others and also remind them  to seek 

immediate attention and help if they feel threatened or endangered. 



 

 

Safer Internet Day is being celebrated around the world on Tuesday 6th February 2018. The theme is Create, 
connect and share respect: a better internet starts with you. 
 

WHAT STUDENTS CAN DO TO SUPPORT SAFER USE OF THE INTERNET 
 

It starts with meaningful connections.  
Use your time wisely online to create, develop and maintain positive and valuable    
connections with friends, family members, social groups, charitable causes etc.  
  
It starts with empathy.  
It can be hard to understand how people are feeling online, often messages can be   
misinterpreted when you can’t actually see someone face to face. Put yourself in their 
shoes, listen, don’t judge and reassure. Showing empathy online is really powerful and builds positive                  
relationships. Check out our videos exploring empathy, emotions and how we respond online. 

  
It starts with being the best version of you. 
What do your images and videos say about you; are you happy with the story you are telling? How would      
someone perceive you now and in the future based on your posts and comments? What you share online could be 
there forever! Ensure you are posting positively and respectfully about yourself and if someone posts something 
about you that you aren’t happy with, ask them to take it down. 
 
It starts with being in control. 
Remember that you are in control of your online activity, it’s not in control of you! Start with updating your       
privacy settings and ensure that you always keep your personal information safe. Make sure you know how and 
where to report on social media by following the link to our social media help page.  

  
It starts with thinking critically.  
Don’t be fooled… not everything or everyone online can be trusted. Fake news was last year’s word of the year so 
it’s certainly something to watch out for and be aware of. Before you believe what you read online think carefully 
about where it comes from, who’s written it and whether you can find a similar message on other trusted        
websites. Never agree to meet up with someone you only know online. No matter how friendly they might seem 
or how well you think you know them, they are still a stranger. Always tell a trusted adult if someone asks you to 
meet up.  
 

WHAT PARENTS CAN DO TO SUPPORT SAFER USE OF THE INTERNET 
 
It starts with an open and honest dialogue. 
Talk regularly with your child about how they use technology, and find out what their digital life is like, including 
what their favourite sites and services are and also how being online makes them feel. 
  
It starts with a balanced approach. 
As parents it’s natural to feel worried about the risks posed by your child being online, but for young people the 
online world is exciting and fun, as it brings so many opportunities for them. Connect with your child by asking 
them to share with you their favourite things to do online, as well as discussing the risks they might come across.  
  
It starts with using the tools available to help you. 
There are lots of tools to help you manage the devices used by your family. For example, knowing how to activate 
and use parental controls can help protect your child from seeing inappropriate content online. For advice and 
guidance on how to make use of parental controls and other safety features on devices, check out the  
free Parents’ Guide to Technology which is available from saferinternet.org.uk 
  
It starts with knowing where to get help. 
It can sometimes feel like young people are the experts in all things online, but remember – you are the life      
experts. You are always there to help your child but make sure you know how to get support too. You can help 
your child stay safe online by using features such as privacy settings on social media and understanding how to 
make a report on a range of apps, games and services. 

https://youtu.be/HimHwdVwX-A?list=PLiwoVy4yOkj4FSMSHCq33iOFwiCsgq5-S
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/social-media-guides
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parents-guide-technology


 

 

The next edition of The Elton Times will be emailed on               

Monday 5th March 2018. 

Energy drinks such as Lucozade Sport remain banned within school. These drinks are 

full of sugar and additives and they do not promote a positive, focused learning 

mindset. Thank you for your support in maintaining this stance - the most healthy 

drink for students to have is water and it is readily available within school. 

As part of Safer Internet Day 2018 assemblies this week will focus on internet safety and 
digital well-being for 
all. The national 
theme this year is 
“Create, Connect and 
share respect: A 
better internet starts 
with you’.  The    
campaign                 
encourages young 
people to consider 
how they interact 
with others to         
develop healthy 
online relationships.  


