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Welcome to the latest edition of The Elton Times, a fortnightly bulletin for parents and carers to provide  

updates and  information regarding life at The Elton High School. 

As we move into the middle part of the academic year we continue to keep a tight focus on developing the students' 
academic levels, with revision and support sessions now in place for all Year 11 students and a high pace maintained 
across all year groups with regard to classroom activities, homework projects and ongoing assessment. Along with this 
academic focus we continue to have a parallel emphasis on supporting the students to develop as confident, articulate 
and well-balanced young people. Last week's Student Development Day was typical of this focus, offering a range of 
learning activities which were aimed at developing those particular characteristics. We regularly emphasise to the   
students the need to be tolerant and we can consider ourselves a fully inclusive school in which different races and 
religions are accepted, with students mixing with one another and accepting of one another whatever their colour or 
religious background. 
 
During recent decades wider society has developed in this regard and this was illustrated 
with the recent death of Cyrille Regis earlier this month. Regis was one of the first high 
profile English black footballers, playing in the top division for West Brom from the late 
1970s. Although there had been a couple of black footballers prior to Regis, he was the 
first black hero of the  English game and his story contrasts sharply with the millionaire 
players of the modern Premier League. Regis arrived in England in the harsh winter of 
1963 from French Guiana, having never experienced snow or cold weather. He lived with 
his parents and sister in a single room in a London flat, with his father doing short term 
jobs and scraping enough money to buy just enough food on a weekly basis. Regis 
starting playing non league football as a teenager and was a standout player in those 
leagues, but he was rejected by all the London clubs before West Brom took a chance on 
him when he was 19 years old. They gave him a wage of £60 a week - a long way from the 
£400,000 offered to Alexis Sanchez in his move to Manchester United last week. On the 
day that he made his debut for West Brom, Regis walked three miles to the ground from his rented room in the town 
centre, carrying his boots in a bag over his shoulder. He scored two goals in that first game, the second goal a long 
range effort straight into the top corner - from that point he became a hero to the West Brom fans and went on to 
play for England. 
 
The reason why Regis's death caused such publicity and sadness was that as well as being an outstanding footballer he 
is remembered as being a gentleman on the pitch. He was subject to terrible levels of racism from opposition fans, 
with monkey noises a regular occurrance and  bananas often thrown onto the pitch. He never confronted the people 
who subjected him to the abuse - he was a tall, strong, muscular player but he never lost his temper, swore at          
opposition players or complained to the referee. He simply showed, by acting with dignity and performing at an      
outstanding level on the pitch, that he was above the level of the racists. As he said himself in his autobiography, 
"Through this reply of consistent performance, people's minds were changed." Nowadays racist chants and abuse are 
very rarely heard at sporting or public events and are met with swift action usually resulting in criminal charges. The               
developments that have been made over the decades are due in part to the actions and manner of individuals such as 
Cyrille Regis and our students can learn much from the way in which he conducted himself. 
 
Returning to immediate matters in school, there will be one further issue of this newsletter prior to half term but I 
would like to take this opportunity to highlight the Year 11 intervention evening that has been organised for target 
students for tomorrow evening (Tuesday 30th  January), starting at 5:15pm. Attendance at events such as that are key 
in driving forward our results to even higher levels. 
 
In the meantime, many thanks for your continuing support and if you have any queries or questions about life here at 
Elton please contact me directly at wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 
 

Jonathan Wilton 

mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

THIS week, our school has taken the first steps towards becoming a UK Parliament 

Ambassador school, to create closer links between members of the school             

community and those in the “corridors of power” in Westminster. 

The Parliamentary Ambassador programme promotes active citizenship and will   

enable all students to learn more about how Government and Parliament work and 

to engage with the voting system. Changes in legislation last year mean that all our 

students are eligible to register to vote when they are 16, a step which we hope all 

students will take before they leave school.  

As part of the scheme, Ms Warden attended the Teachers’ Institute run by the      

Parliamentary Education Unit, where she was also able to meet with the Bury North 

MP James Frith (pictured). 

The Institute also involved seminar sessions with members of the House of           

Commons and House of Lords to learn more about their work and how it is evolving. 

Opportunities for students to be developed during the next year are likely to include 

visits to parliament, increased opportunities to learn about democracy and more 

chances to engage with elected representatives. 



 

 

On Tuesday 22nd January, students took part in one of our Student Development Days.  These days 
are an important part of our Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education programme. 
 
Year 7 were split in half.  One half took part in a STEM activity (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths).  In small groups, they were         
required to design and build a rocket car.  The car needed to be light and 
sturdy, with tests taking place to see how far they could travel and how 
much they could be propelled in different directions. 
 
The other half of Year 7 were focusing on the theme of ‘Love and        
Relationships’ and started the day in single sex groups learning about     
adolescence and hormones with specialist staff.  They then moved into 
form groups to explore the different ways in which they can love can be 
exhibited.  They produced posters that were personal to them,            
describing different types of love and giving examples of who or what 
they loved and why.  They also spent a lesson exploring self-esteem, 
considering the kinds of events that affect their mood and how they 
might try to improve their mood themselves.  Finally, students spent 
some time building positive relationships with their peers, playing a 
number of team building games. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 Year 8 spent the day learning about Hate Crime.    
 Representatives from the local authority introduced the day, 
 giving an overview about what hate crime was, the different 
 motivations for it, and how it can be addressed.  
 
 Students took part in four workshops, focusing on specific 
 strands of hate crime. The sessions centred around race and 
 religion, disability, sexuality and alternative sub cultures.  This 
 was a particularly engaging day for Year 8, who demonstrated 
 a very mature and sensible attitude towards the subject 
 matter and were praised by the external staff and visitors. 
 
 Year 9 were learning about the Magistrates Court system, 
 incorporating English and Drama into their day.  Students 
 learnt about a real case that was taken to the Magistrates 

Court.  They used drama to recreate  aspects of the crime that was alleged to have taken place.  
They had to listen to and evaluate the evidence presented by the prosecution and the counter   
evidence presented by the defence. Students had to decide if the defendant was guilty or not 
guilty, put forward their opinions and write and present closing speeches.  It was a particularly   
interesting and insightful day. 
 
Year 10 students spent the first three hours of lessons exploring the    
issue of blood and organ donation.  Students watched clips of real 
life stories, both from the perspective of donor recipients and their 
families and bereaved families, whose loved ones became organ   
donors.  Students also explored the views of different religions as 
well as secular views towards organ donation. 
 
For the last two hours of the day, Year 10 focused on Growth     
Mindset activities.  They were able to identify the ways in which 
they learn most effectively and tried out different revision           
techniques. 

 
 
 
  
  
 
 Year 11 students were involved in range of  
 intervention sessions for forthcoming GCSE exams. 
 Again, their conduct and focus throughout the day 
 was exemplary.  



 

 

      The most valuable Prime in the world! 
  
On the 5th of January 2018, the Independent newspaper 
reported the discovery of the largest ever prime number. 

The sheer scale of this number is mind-bending. At over 23 million digits long, the new number has - thankfully - 
been given the name M77232917 for short.  The task of identifying primes of this size is so vast computationally 
that it requires a huge collaborative effort, involving a network of thousands of computers working in tandem.  
 
Here is that number printed out in book form!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This degree of research to find the next biggest prime number begs the question -  why bother?   Well it turns 
out that very large prime numbers are not just interesting to professors of mathematics. Prime numbers are at 
the heart of encryption - the method by which data is kept secret and secure.   

 
Without sophisticated encryption based on large prime numbers, our online banking systems 
and national security databases would be much more vulnerable to hacking and cyber-attack. 
 
A prime number is a number that is only divisible by one and itself. That takes half of all          
possible numbers off the table right away (the evens), along with all multiples of three, four, 
five, and so on. It might seem that this would leave no numbers after a certain point, but in fact 

we know that there are an infinite number of primes — though they do become less frequent as we go on.  
 
An important property in mathematics, which students learn about in Year 7, is that all non-prime numbers can 
be written as a product of prime factors.   
For example, 30 = 2 x 3 x 5, 75 = 3 x 5 x 5, 84 = 2 x 2 x 3 x 7  etc… 
This technique is called prime factor decomposition. 
 
RSA* is an encryption algorithm, used to securely transmit messages over the internet. It is based on the        
principle that it is easy to multiply large numbers, but factorising large numbers is very difficult. For example, it 
is easy to check that 31 and 37 multiply to 1147, but trying to find the factors of 1147 is a much longer process. 
The bigger your two prime numbers are that you multiply together, the more secure your encryption key will be. 

 
(* In case you’re wondering, RSA stands for the initials of the 
people who developed this form of encryption) 
 
While there is a prize given to the discovery of the largest prime 
($50 000 US), the real value is clearly in the protection that   
these numbers provide to our sensitive personal, financial and 
medical information. Pretty useful, eh? 
 
Mr Wilson. 

https://brilliant.org/wiki/algorithm/
https://brilliant.org/wiki/factors/


 

 

 

Previous question: 
 
A square patchwork quilt is made by joining four pieces of square cloth like this:  

Only edges of the same colour are sewn together. How many different quilt patterns are possible?  

Solution: The only possible distinct patterns are:  

 

 

This week’s puzzle:   

 

 

 

 

Email your answer to me at matherj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk for a chance to win those vouchers! 

 

Year 11 Question of the Week 
Each time the Elton Times is produced there will now be a new question for Year 11. These questions 
will be of GCSE standard and take the format of those that appear on both Higher and Foundation    
Papers. 
 
Get a copy of the question from your Maths teacher, complete it and hand it in to Miss Mather in 
Room 18. Best answer (in terms of layout and being correct) will win!! There is a £5 Trafford Centre 
voucher on offer for the best answer. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

               

Get a copy from your teacher. 

Thank you, 

Miss Mather. 

mailto:matherj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

Our Year 8 team played against Tottington High School 
on Tuesday 9th January and won 6-2! 
 
A fantastic result for the start of their  netball season.  
 
Players’ player voted by our opposition was Gemma Foy. 
Well done to Gemma! 
 
Thank you to all the parents and grandparents who 
came to support us. 

On 10th January our Year 8 boys and girls squad went to Broadoak to participate in the Bury 
Schools Indoor Athletics Competition. 
 
It was a fantastic evening with a very high standard of competition. 
 
Overall we finished 3rd in the girls competition and 4th in the boys. Well done to all the       
athletes who took part, gave of their best and represented The Elton High School so well. 

On 17th January Year 7 had a fantastic night and played together for the very first time in the 
Bury Schools Tournament. They played superbly beating St Monica’s 4-3, Woodhey 6-2, Philips 
4-0, St Gabriel’s 5-0 and Parrenthorn 4-1. 
 
Congratulations to all players involved and a great start to their netball season. Captain: Katie 
Rayner, Rachel Filkins, Molly Rivers, Ellie Holland, Ellie Armstead, Kathryn Livesey, Evie Neild, 
 Freya Smith, Freya McGinty and Lois Beresford 

On 23rd January our KS 3&4 boys badminton teams went to 
The Amaechi Centre in Manchester to represent Bury. 
 
Players included Ben Plimley, Zia Ullah, Joe Steventon and Sam Heywood from Years 10 and 11 and 
Ethan Jackson, Luke Gisbourne, Joe Livesey and Curtis Kelly from Year 9. 

 
All pupils had a great day and were up against nineteen other teams from Greater 
Manchester. 
 
Unfortunately, they didn’t go onto qualify for the next round of the competition but 
it was great to be involved in such a fantastic level of badminton played by so many 
different pupils; in particular they came across an England player in their first game! 
Well done to all pupils involved. 



 

 

Following the Parent Governor Ballot, votes have been cast by parents to 

elect their Parent Governor representative.  Votes were received for the       

following three candidates: 

Laura Branthwaite 

Jayne Deakin 

Iain Mackay 

Following the count Mr Iain Mackay was elected as Parent Governor.  Thanks 

to all candidates for their support in forwarding their nominations and to 

those parents who contributed to the voting process.  

 

 

 

 

EDULINK APP – PROBLEMS 

 

Due to a problem experienced by 

our service provider, the school’s 

eMoodle system has caused      

difficulties for staff in setting 

homework online during the last 

fortnight. These issues are under 

investigation and in the meantime 

homework will continue to be    

recorded in planners as usual, so 

please continue to monitor        

students’ planners as usual. 

Hot Water Bottles 

 

There have been a couple of       

instances with students bringing 

hot water bottles into school 

when it was extremely cold over 

the last few weeks.   

Unfortunately we cannot allow 

these to be used in school due to 

safety issues.  



 

 

Please find below a list of lost property that does not have any names 
inside so cannot be returned to its rightful owner. 

 
Students can come to the main office at break or lunch time to collect 

items.  Any items that are not   collected by 16th February will be        
disposed of. 

ITEM COLOUR SIZE MAKE 

Gilet Black & Green XS Workout 

Coat Black & Blue 11-12 years Karrimor 

Coat Navy Blue 10-11 years F & F 

Coat Black Small Brook Haven Jeans 

Coat Navy Blue 12-13 years F & F 

Trousers Black 10-11 years M & S 

Blouse White 11-12 years George 

Blouse White 11-12 years George 

Blouse White 10-11 years M & S 

Infinity Scarf Burgundy n/a n/a 

Infinity Scarf Burgundy n/a n/a 

School tie n/a n/a Tie & Scarf Co. 

Hoodie Zip Front Grey Kids XL Gap Kids 

Coat  Bright Green 10 years Next 

Coat Black XS Workout 

Coat Black & Grey 9-10 years Rebel Primark 

Hoodie Zip Front White & Burgundy 10 Atmosphere Primark 

Coat Navy Blue/Red/White Medium Tribord 

Coat Black 12-13 years Rebel Primark 

Coat Green   Small  Prettylittlething 

Gloves Grey n/a Nike 

Coat  Green 10-11 years Rebel Primark (initialled 

Coat  Black n/a H&M 

Hoodie   Blue n/a Sergio Tacchini 

Trousers Black 12-13 years George 

Blouse White 32" chest Banner 

Hoodie Zip Front Grey 10-11 years Active Kids Wear 

Swimming Goggles Black n/a Speedo 

Coat Black/Red 10-11 years George 

Hoodie Black n/a Jack Mills 

Gloves Black S/M Nike 

Hoodie Zip Front Black n/a n/a 

Woollen Hat Black n/a Insulate 

Swim Shorts Black/Blue n/a Adidas 

Bag Blue n/a Adidas 

Apron Purple n/a Simon Jersey 

Camouflage Hoodie Zip n/a Large Cedar Wood State 

Pencil Case Red n/a Helix 

Shoe (left) Black with zip n/a n/a 

Pencil Case Paint Splattered n/a n/a 

Coat Purple 20 M&S Collection 



 

 

The next edition of The Elton Times will be emailed on               

Monday 12th February 2018. 

Thank you to our students who raised £419.87 during 
our Wear it Pink Day.  Lots of students opted to wear 
something pink with their uniform and many           
purchased sweets from our tuck shop during lunch.  

Five Lucky Winners Announced! 

 

Congratulations to Jack Healy of 8T for winning first prize in the “Get 

Wrapped Up in a Good Book This Christmas” event. Jack’s name was the first 

to be pulled out of a hat and he received a family-sized bag of Celebrations 

chocolates.  

The four runners-up were: Caleb Kynaston (7E), Hayden Tucker (8B), Isabel 

Whitham (9T) and Lexie Leack (7O). They all received selection boxes of 

chocolates.  

Mrs Barker, Learning Resource Centre Manager. 


