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4th December 2017 

Welcome to the latest edition of The Elton Times, a fortnightly bulletin for parents and carers to provide  

updates and  information regarding life at The Elton High School. 

As the school continues to improve and progress to the very highest standards, we have also sought to review the 
most basic, visible part of the school code - the students' uniform.  
 
While the vast majority of our students wear their uniform extremely well and look very smart, we do not feel that the 
uniform is a modern reflection of our current work as a school. The current uniform was introduced way back in 1987 - 
an era when Margaret Thatcher was still Prime Minister, Charles and Diana were still happily married, Manchester 
United had been waiting twenty years to win a league title, and the main fashions included leg warmers and shoulder 
pads! While minor alterations have been made to the uniform since 1987 (the introduction of the Elton rose onto the 
badge), it is still the same basic design as when it was first introduced thirty years ago. We want our students to      
visually represent the high standing of our school. As the school that achieves the best results in Bury, with a growing 
reputation of excellence within Greater Manchester and the wider region, it is only right that our students should   
reflect those highest standards. We did give notice of our intention to change the uniform towards the end of the last   
academic year and we have consulted with student groups within school to make decisions about the design of the 
new uniform. Some photos showing the new design are shown on the following page - the main blazer will be grey and 
we will continue to have white shirts and black trousers. The girls' skirt has been updated and we are also planning to 
make a change to the design of the school tie. Students who have tried out the new uniform have been                      
overwhelmingly positive about it's look and there is no doubt that it is a huge improvement on the current model 
which is based on a design from so many years ago. 
 
We are keenly aware that the costings for the new uniform need to be organised so as to cause the least possible   
difficulty for parents/carers. As such, we are giving this full notice of nine months so that necessary plans can be made 
by yourselves. The main stockists, Monkhouse Schoolwear and PT Schoolwear in Bury and Radcliffe are working    
closely with ourselves so that pricing is as affordable as possible. If the new uniform is bought in June or July 2018 then 
there is a 15% discount on the cost. Further to this, PTs welcome people to open up an account with themselves so 
that the cost can be spread over the whole year. As mentioned above, the trousers and shirt remain the same, so we 
have tried to minimise the total cost as much as possible. At present the uniform will be compulsory for Years 7 to 10, 
while we are collecting the views of our oldest students to see whether it should be introduced for their final year or 
whether they keep the current uniform for that year. We are keen to work with yourselves as closely as possible with 
this process and further details and information will be communicated whenever possible. As always, you can contact 
myself in school or Miss Helme (Assistant Headteacher), as we will both be liaising on the arrangements for the new 
uniform over  coming months.  

 
As we move into the last weeks of the term we have a number of key events taking place both inside and outside 
school. This week we have our Presentation Evening for last year's leavers, which will be a lovely opportunity to       
formally recognise the achievements of that group of students. The official opening event of the new school building is 
scheduled for next Tuesday (12th December), with Alastair Campbell our Guest Presenter, while the mayor, local MP 
and various staff from past and present will also be attending. Finally, as we move into the final week of term we have 
our various reward trips and Bronze Award Assemblies, while the school carol service is due to take place on Tuesday 
19th December of that final week. Details of  these 
events and other activities will be  fully reported in 
future issues of this newsletter. In the meantime, 
thanks for your continuing support and please feel 
free to contact me directly about any aspect of life 
here at Elton.                                                            
wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 
 
Jonathan Wilton 
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 Due to the term of a previous member expiring, we have a vacancy within 

 the school Governing Body. If you feel that you could make a strong, 

 positive contribution to our Governing Body then nominations are  

 welcomed from parents/carers. Nomination forms can be downloaded  

       through the school website (under the 'Vacancies' section) and must be 

returned to the School Business Manager, Mrs Filkins (filkinsj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk)  

Deadline for nominations to be returned is Monday 11th December 2017. 

The new uniform will be available from PT Schoolwear (in Bury & Radcliffe) and 

Monkhouse Schoolwear (based at The Rock, Bury). Details of prices will be provided 

in forthcoming issues of this newsletter. As mentioned on the previous page, 15%

discount is available in June and July 2018 and PTs also provide an account service in 

which the total cost can be managed over a number of months. 
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We have continued to receive positive feedback from parents and carers in relation to the Edulink One app, for which you 
should have received login details by email. 
 
The free app can be downloaded to any Apple or Android device and will allow you to access information from school       
directly. The information available includes details of homework, and we hope that this will help you to support your child 
with their independent study outside of school. 

 
The login details for each parent account have been sent to the main email address given on the school 
registration forms for each child. If you require any further information, please contact our New       
Technologies Co-ordinator Mr Aldred at aldredp@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 
 
As ever, we would urge you to take all the usual precautions to ensure the security of your child’s data, 
such as locking devices when not in use and logging out of the app regularly. 

With mock examinations planned for Year 11 this month, and Year 9 examinations on the horizon, many students 
will be navigating the process of revising for a sustained sequence of examinations for the first time. These exams 
are a very important “taster” of what the GCSE experience will be like and also provide students with useful   
feedback about where they are working well and where they need to focus their efforts before the external          
examinations begin. 
 
All of the research suggests that the right support at home can be helpful for exam success, but we know that this 
can be a difficult time for families. However, there are some ways you can certainly help: 
 
Things to try: 
 

1. Regular reassuring reminders: 
If a student has left revision for exams until the last minute, they may feel that it is pointless to begin      
studying. Reassure them that just 20 minutes of work will make a difference. 

 
2. Staying calm: 

Students may begin to panic in the run-up to an exam. Regular calm reminders will help them to go into am 
exam in the right frame of mind. 

 
3. Trying to disconnect your child’s sense of self-worth from their grades: 

It can be useful to remind your child that getting a grade 9 won’t make them a better person, nor will getting 
a 2 make them a failure.  

 
4. Allowing your child to revise in whatever way they feel suits them: 

In school we encourage students to revise in a variety of ways to find what helps them retain the most       
information, whether that is reciting facts aloud or creating colourful mind maps. 

 
5. Taking an interest: 

Allowing your child to teach you something and taking an interest in the content of their work is a useful way 
to help them learn. 
 

Things to avoid: 
 

 Negative statements about the future, such as “You’ll never…” 
 Labels, such as “You are…” 
 Comparisons to siblings. 

 
Useful advice on managing revision and exam stress is also available from the NHS Choices website.  
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Two classes in Year 8 were able to 
take part in live weblink chats to  

real scientists to help them to        
decide which organism to vote for in 
the 25 genomes competition.  Here 

are some of their comments: 

I thought that the chat room was a great 
idea to give students a way of connecting 
with scientists in real time. 
It surprised me how detailed the scientist's 
answers were. 
I learnt much about  all the creatures         
however, the most interesting thing I learnt 
was that the Fen Raft Spider is aquatic. 

I found this chat very fun and 
interesting. It was a great 
chance to chat to real scientists. 
It surprised me that a lot of 
them struggled with chemistry! 
I learnt that fen raft spiders can 
stay under water for 40 
minutes. 

I think it was really interesting taking part 

of 25 genomes and a really fun way to get 

in touch with scientists who know more 

about something than you and make it a 

good way to learn. 

I learnt that no matter how big small or ugly a 
creature is, it always has its ways of making up 
for it in other amazing qualities that a lot of 
people won’t have even heard of before. It 
shows how amazing something can be even if 
you can’t see it straight away. 

I thought it was really good and I have 
learnt so much about more species. I 
was surprised that the tree lichen can be 
used to help make medicine. I have 
learned that a species can wrap itself in 
web and then it is protected from     
predators. 

I really loved this session because I found out 
about a lot of species I didn't know before. It 
was great how I could chat to scientists       
because I want to be a scientist, preferably 
something to do with physics or microbiology. 



 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday 9 January, I will be holding an information/ training 

session in school for parents (of all year groups) about MathsWatch, 

the school’s online revision website for students.

The session is designed to help you help your son or daughter get 

the most from this powerful application.  Please come along! 

Previous experience shows that parental engagement with learning 

has a significant impact on student outcomes.

If you wish to attend, please email me at 

wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk.

 

Previous question: 

Andrea's petrol tank holds up to 44 litres of fuel. She goes to the garage when her tank is a  

quarter full and fills up the tank until it is two-thirds full. How many litres of  petrol does she put 

in the tank? 

Solution: 18.3333…. = 18.3 (1dp)  

Well done to Luca Kneale (7) and Luke Bunting (8T) – Come see me in Room 18 to collect your voucher. 

 

This week’s puzzle:   

Stephen leaves Middlesbrough by train at 09:00. The train travels the first 27 km at 96 km per hour. It then stops at 

Darlington for 3 minutes, before travelling the remaining 29 km to Durham at the same speed. 

 

At what time does Stephen arrive in Durham?  

Don’t delay!  

 

Email your answer to me at matherj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk for a chance to win those vouchers! 

Thank you. 

Miss Mather. 

Mr Wilson (Head of Maths) 
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A few weeks ago group of Year 10 Business students had the opportunity to visit Cadbury 
World, Birmingham which included a tour round the factory. 
 
Upon arrival the group learned all about the history of the Cadbury brand, how it evolved 
into a modern 21st Century company, business ideas and financial predictions for the future. 
 
The students had a tour around the automated packing plant which lead onto the area of 
chocolate making, including several samples for everyone which were gratefully received. 
 
Before leaving for Bury the group had an opportunity to visit the Cadbury gift shop to      
purchase goodies for themselves. The behaviour of the group was impeccable and they 
were a credit to Elton High School. 



 

 

Our Year 9 & 10 teams had a game against 
Broadoak on 21st November. 

It was a wonderful night in which all players had 
lots of fun and were determined to win. 

The Year 9 team won 19-4 and the players player 
voted as Hannah Gugneiwicz. 

The Year 10 team won 35-0 and the players    
player voted as Lissy Hill. 

Well done to all the girls on another great night 
of netball results!  

Here’s  a full list of our Cross County Results: 

Year 7: Katie Rayner 5th, Freya McInty 10th, Kathryn Livesey 15th, Molly Rivers 17th, Olivia Daly 19th, Ruby 

Rathmill 39th, Rachael Filkins 55th, Rosie Hunt 76th,  Ellie Armsted 81st, Lucy Lowe 90th. 

Year 8: Grace Gibson 3rd, Joe Hamer 28th, Reece Cotterill 32nd, Emily Dennis 43rd, Faith Parker 46th, Emily Petch 

47th, Spencer Bland 74th, Leah Reynolds 77th 

Year 9: Ben Pickford 4th, Luke Gisbourne 7th, Libby Keown 13th, George Carse 27th, Amber Brown 54th,    Megan 

Atkinson 56th, Issy Moosaye 57th, Oliver Filkins 59th, Ethan Jackson 63rd Jake Carr 67th, Annie Mai McGill 78th. 

Year 10: Anastasia Anastasiou 24th, Georgia Lewis 41st 

Year 11: Emma Rayner 3rd, Katie King 6th, Adam Akik 7th, Matthew Gugneivicz 46th, Ben Clarke 48th,                  

 

As part of the induction programme at The Elton High 
School I am in the process of organising a Year 7 
boy’s 5-a-side inter-form tournament.  
 
Each form will select a Football Form Captain who 
has the responsibility to select the team for each  
fixture along with other young leader responsibilities.  
 
Each form will play against each other in a league, 
with fixtures taking place on a Friday after school 3-
4pm. As each form will have six fixtures this allows 
plenty of game time to ensure everyone who wants 
to play gets the opportunity to do so.  
 
Fixtures will also be published on our Physical         
Education Departmental twitter account along with 
table updates and results, please follow us on 
@eltonhighpe.  
 
All players will be informed that poor punctuality 
and/or attitude towards learning across the school 
can result in a match ban. The tournament has the 
banner of Stop Learning – Stop Playing.  
 
As part of the tournament we would like to have a 
‘Golden Boot’ trophy for the top scorer, a ‘Golden 
Gloves’ trophy for the goalkeeper who concedes the 
fewest goals and a cup and medals for the winning 
team.  
 
We need your help to purchase the trophies, cup and 
medals. If at all possible we and of course the        
students would really appreciate it if you could make 
a small donation towards the cost of the rewards.  
 
If you are able to make a donation we have an online 
account as we cannot accept cash, the account name    
 is Year 7 Sport.  Miss Pickering. 



 

 

Results from Round 1:   

7N  2 V 2    7S 

7N  3 V 1    7H  

7H 0 V 5    7S  

Player Form Goals Scored 

Mason Brockley 7S 5 

James Thewlis 7N 5 

Charlie Shine 7S 2 

Connor Johnston 7S 1 

Toby Willis 7H 1 

Golden Boot – Top Scorers 

Golden Gloves – Top Goalkeepers  

Player Form Goals Scored 

Charlie Shine 7S -2 

Matthew Jackson 7N -3 

Ethan Jones 7H -8 

Year 7 Inter-Form Cup: Report from Student Councillor Hannah Sharif   

Hi this is Hannah reporting live. Right now we have the Boys football match going 

on. It is a really close match - we have N vs S and so far N is in the lead with James      

scoring a fabulous goal. However, S have caught up with Mason heading into the 

goal. The game finished in a 2-2 draw. Next up it is N vs H. It’s all action with James 

shooting in the net once again - we can’t get enough of him! But not for long with   

Toby scoring for his team,  going for another but Mathew jumps in for the ball and 

saves it.  The game finished 3-1. 



 

 

WE LOST OUT IN THE END BUT IT WASN'T FOR OUR HEARTS TRYING! 
 
On 9th October, I submitted and had approved a project by the Aviva 
Community Fund to purchase materials and equipment to expand the 
'art' in our Art to Heart sessions. This would include dance and music 
in addition to the current provision of art and craft whilst                   
simultaneously developing the multi-sensory aspect of the sessions for 
people with advanced dementia in our partner care homes. 
 
Winning the funds was down to obtaining votes from our supporters 
and care homes and meeting the criteria set by the judges so on 24th 
October, the campaign wheels were set in motion. The Elton Times, 
school website, email, parentcall, Facebook and Twitter, served as great platforms to spread our message far and 
wide.  
 
We were very fortunate to have a feature in The Bury Times along with permission from Tesco Bury Superstore to 
set up a stand in the foyer and distribute 360 leaflets to their shoppers. On hand were a fabulous team of Year 8 
assistants - Adam Bailey, Dan Palfrey and Luke Smith who represented our school and the cause excellently,   
talking with enthusiasm about the mutual benefits of Art to Heart for older people in care and the pupil             
volunteers. So much so that we received a number of emails from the public. One said that the boys were very 
well organised, helpful, articulate, very confident and a credit to the School, that it was great to see what they 
and the school are doing and that he would follow it through by giving whatever support he could to the project. 
Another stated that the boys were an absolute credit to the school. She said they were very informative about 
the Art to Heart Scheme and that she was going to go online and vote for us. 
 
Despite all of our efforts, we lost out to some fierce competition also in the 'health and well being' category. On 
28th November, the 44 finalists in this category were announced and on the 16th January, the winners will be 
announced. https://community-fund.aviva.co.uk/ 
 
I would like to express sincere gratitude to the boys above for making a genuine difference. Before their leaflet 
distribution, we were at 1400 votes. We ended on 1536! To all of you who have took the time to vote for us and 
to Wendy Howarth - the Community Coordinator at Tesco Bury for giving us permission to promote our good 
cause at the store! 
 
We may not have won the funds but there may be ways and means that we can bring the exciting ideas to life, if 
on a smaller scale. 
 
Please watch this space for future updates! 
 
THANK YOU ALL AGAIN FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
 
Miss Long (Community Arts Manager) 



 

 

The next edition of The Elton Times will be emailed 

on Monday 18th December 2017. 

On Friday 17th November we had a charity lunchtime in PE to raise                                      
money for Children in Need. 

Thank you to all those who supported this worthy cause, with nearly £100                                  
being raised in just under 30 minutes. 

Students in Year 9 took part in Readathon last year raising lots of money for children who are    
seriously ill.  

The Students were so fantastic in their reading 
and fundraising efforts the charity rewarded 
us with a Scholastic token. The books that 
have been bought are available for all           
students to check out of our LRC and enjoy!  

Well done Year 9. 


