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Welcome to the new edition of The Elton Times, a fortnightly bulletin for parents and carers to provide  

updates and  information regarding life at The Elton High School. 

As we move towards the final few days of this first half term we can reflect on a very successful seven weeks. The 
GCSE results from the summer have confirmed our position as the highest attaining school in Bury, our new Year 7  
students have settled into the school in a most impressive manner, the Attendance Reward events were all a great 
success, while the recent open events were attended by hundreds of people and showcased our students and staff at 
their very best.  
 
You may have noticed the advances made in recent weeks with regard the demolition work and excavation of the old 
school site. The site has now been flattened and a pitch will soon be laid for the front of the school, with car parking 
areas and access pathways expected to be in place for the end of November. We can now confirm that an official 
opening event for the new building will take place on the afternoon of 12th December. As well as involving many of 
our students, staff (past and present), governors and key supporters from the local authority, we are pleased to      
confirm that our special guest for the event will be Alastair Campbell.  
 
Alastair began his career as a news journalist in the 1980s, rising to         
political editor of the Daily Mirror. He is best known for his work in        
government, working as Tony Blair's Press Secretary after the 1997        
Election. He was part of the core team that conducted the Good Friday 
Agreement in Northern Ireland and was also head of communications for 
NATO during the Kosovo crisis, working closely with US President Bill     
Clinton. He oversaw the Labour Party's election campaign of 2001 and 
again in 2005 and since he left government has published his diaries and 
also numerous books about politics, leadership and sport. He is currently 
editor at large of The New European and chief interviewer for GQ         
magazine. He has been involved in various fundraising events for Unicef 
and mental health charities and currently works as a freelance adviser to a number of governments, most recently 
speaking at the French Parliament after the election of President Macron. We are delighted that such a nationally   
renowned and influential figure will be visiting our school for the official opening and feel that it reinforces our status 
as a leading edge state school that pushes our students to the very highest standards. Further details of the opening 
event and of the various invited guests will be communicated in a future Elton Times.  
 
As we move into the final few days of this half term the pace of events remains relentless. As well as Tuesday's Parent 
Guidance Evening for Year 10 (starting at 6.30pm), on Wednesday there is the Year 7 'Meet the Tutor' Evening 
(between 4.30 and 6pm) and on Thursday we have our first ever Art/Music Enrichment Evening (between 5 and 6pm). 
We thank you in advance for your support and attendance at these events, which reinforce the partnership between 
school and home. The students all deserve a restful half term holiday and we hope that they return on 30th October 
refreshed and ready to build on the success of this half term.  
 
In the meantime, if you have any queries or questions about any aspect of life here at Elton, please contact me directly 
at wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 
 
Jonathan Wilton 
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Hundreds of parents and Year 5/6 students visited school over the   
recent open days and open evening. The atmosphere around school 
throughout the open events was fantastic, with parents and young 
students commenting on the superb work and activities taking place 
and the outstanding facilities offered by our new building. However, 
most praise was reserved for the dozens of students who acted as 
guides for the numerous visitors - they were a credit to our school and 
a few of the many feedback comments that were offered are outlined 
below: 
 
"Absolutely amazed by our two tor guides from Year 11! School is        
fantastic and teachers very welcoming." 
"Very well organised evening. Our guide was pleasant and informative 
and really positive about the school. You have some impressive        
facilities." 
"Our guide was very helpful. Fabulous facilities at the school. Well   
behaved children. Well done Elton." 
"Brilliant school and extremely well behaved children. Our guide was 
extremely helpful and was a credit to your school." 
"Our guide was fantastic - what an absolutely lovely young lady and a 
credit to Elton High." 
"A great school with fantastic facilities. A super guide who was very 
informative and friendly." 
"We were shown around by two very polite and friendly Year 9       
students. What a warm welcome! All the staff that we met were 
friendly and informative. A very positive experience." 
"Really impressed with the school. Children seem lovely. Calm and 
relaxed lessons." 
"Fabulous building with great space. My son has placed Elton as top of 
his list. Great atmosphere and lovely students - very welcoming." 
"Really enjoyed our tour. The variation of classes is amazing and the 
girls who showed us around are a credit to the school." 
"Excellent school, friendly, smiling teachers - just hope we get a place 
here now!" 



 

 

On September 27th and 28th staff, students, parents and governors celebrated the achievements 

of students in the current Years 8 - 11. Hundreds of students were rewarded with Gold, Silver, 

Bronze and Improved attendance badges at the four events.  

The attendance awards celebrations began in 2003 and were introduced to recognise the         

importance of excellent attendance through school to support student achievement. The gold 

badges are given to students with 100%, sliver for 99% and bronze for 98%. In addition to the 

badges some students are rewarded with certificates and prizes for achieving more than one 

school year at 100%.  

Our guest presenter for both evenings was former student Billy Doyle (2004-2009) who is        

currently working as a Finance Manager at Bury Council. As part of the presentation, students 

were able to ask Billy some questions about his memories of school and his journey from school 

through college, university and into the world of work. For those who attended Billy provided 

some excellent responses which entertained and also educated our current students. 

In addition to the students asking questions, the newly formed School Choir (conducted by Mrs 

Stopford) performed a song by Take That. This was an extremely impressive and confident      

performance with two soloists and secure two part harmony after only 3 weeks of rehearsals. 

On Thursday evening our Year 11 rock band performed two of their own songs to rapturous    

applause from an appreciative audience - another impressive performance. 

At each presentation evening our most senior Year 11 prefects – Head Boy, Head Girl, Deputy 

Head Boys and Deputy Head Girls read out the student awards and proposed a vote of thanks. 

This was their first official duty for 2017-2018.  

Following the presentation evenings one of our parents contacted school to express her thanks 

and appreciation with regards to the Attendance Awards Presentation. “It is always a pleasure 

to attend the events and the efforts of the school and staff are second to none.  The band were 

amazing; wow what talent at such a young age”. 



 

 



 

 

Form Captains: Congratulations to our Form 
Captains who will be working alongside their 
form tutors to support the activities at the 
end of the day.  

Vice-Form Captains: Congratulations to our Year 7 
Vice-Form Captains who will be working within their 
form groups to support the form time activities. 

Year 7 Student Councillors: Congratulations to all 
our Year 7 students who have been selected to     
represent their form in our Year 7 student council 
meetings.   

Student of the Week Winners: Congratulations to all 
our Student of the Week winners, some fantastic work 
going on in lessons and lovely statements about      
students helping each other. Well done everyone!    

Book Review Winners Year 7: These lucky      
students have all been selected as winners of the 
book review and will soon be enjoying cupcakes 
and hot chocolate with Mrs Barker in the Doreen 
Blake Learning Resource centre.   

Summer Project Winners: These lucky winners are looking 
forward to breakfast with the Headteacher as they showcase 
their summer projects. Well done!   

Levi Seale: Congratulations 
to Levi who has recently 
been voted Form Captain for 
7L and achieved Student of 
the Week for helping a   
classmate. What a week for 
Levi!  



 

 

 

 

 

Correlation is a statistical technique that shows how strongly pairs of variables are related. Positive correlation is 
a relationship where the two variables move in tandem. When one variable increases, the other increases, and 
when one decreases, so does the other. 

Common Examples of Positive Correlations 

 The more time you spend running on a treadmill, the more calories you 
will burn. 

 The less time you spend marketing your business, the fewer new             
customers you will have. 

 As the temperature goes up, ice cream sales also go up. 

 As tread on a car’s tyres decreases, traction with the road decreases 

 As the number of trees cut down increases, the probability of erosion    
increases.             Example of graph showing     

             positive correlation (between  
             height and hand size) 

5 Positive Correlations Related to Education 

1. Attendance and Achievement 

This is so obvious, it needs no explanation.  Students who have the highest attendance almost invariably achieve 

well.  Conversely, those who miss a lot of lessons fare much worse.  

 

2. Homework Completion and Progress 

Students who regularly complete their homework make much better progress than 

those who are inconsistent in this area.  Again, no great surprises. The dedication and commitment shown by  

students who have a strong track record of completing homework lays a strong foundation for success. 

 

3. After-school Attendance and Attainment (Year 11 revision sessions) 

Looking back over the last 5 years of my teaching, there is a clear link between success at GCSE and after-school 

attendance in Year 11 at revision sessions. Attendance at these sessions shows a high degree of self-motivation 

and determination to improve. 

 

4. Parental Engagement & Attainment 

Student A has parents who are engaged in their learning and regularly attend school events such as Parents’    

Evenings, Parents’ Guidance Evenings and Presentation Evenings. Student B has parents whose communication 

and contact with the school is minimal.  The likelihood is that Student A will achieve more academically than   

Student B.  Conversely, it is often the case at Parents Evenings that the ones who don’t attend are the ones you 

most want to speak with outlining student concerns. 

 

5. Extra-curricular Activities & Happiness 

We want all our students to be happy and fulfilled in school.  As a form tutor, I encourage my form to get          

involved in some of the many extra-curricular activities run in school. This could be sport-related, playing music, 

dance, Art 2 Heart, lunchtime clubs etc, or taking a role or responsibility such as becoming a member of the     

Student Council. School provides a wonderful opportunity to try different things, gain new skills, while making 

friends on the way.  In my experience, students who seem to enjoy school less, in many cases, have not made the 

effort to participate in the wider school life at Elton.  Greater engagement = greater happiness.       

Mr Wilson. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Previous question: 
 
When Clement stands on a table and Dmitri stands on the floor, Clement is 80cm taller 

than Dmitri. When Dmitri stands on the table and Clement stands on the floor, Dmitri 

is 1m taller than Clement. 

 

How tall is the table? 

 

Solution: 
 
The table was 90cm tall. 

Well done to Joseph Hamer (8T) and Kate Hainsworth (10N) who were the first names 

out of the hat this week. 

Please come to Room 18 to collect your £5 Trafford Centre Gift Voucher. 

 

 

This week’s puzzle:   

 

Maria and Lucy spun a coin 30 times. Whenever the coin showed 

heads, Maria gave 2 sweets to Lucy. Whenever the coin showed tails, 

Lucy gave 3 sweets to Maria. 

After all 30 spins, both Maria and Lucy had the same number of sweets 

that they started with. How many times was tails spun?  

 

 

 

Don’t delay!  

Email your answer to me at matherj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk for a chance to win those 

vouchers! 

Thank you. 

Miss Mather. 
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Stuck for things to do in the October half term? Why not try some of the events taking place at 

Manchester Science Festival. 

 

More details can be found at: 

http://www.manchestersciencefestival.com/events/ 
 

Science Club  

Starting Tuesday 31st October at 3pm – 3.45pm with a Gruesome Halloween spectacular KS3 – 

Lab 2 (Dr Redwood).  Sign up sheet will be on the door on Monday 30th October. 

When: Tuesday after school 3-3.45pm
Where: Lab 2 (Mrs Beard)

Why: Do exciting experiments you don’t do in lessons.  Explosions, 
blood, guts and gore and more.

Earn achievement points!
Important: You must get permission to stay after school and you 
must sign up on the sheet on the door of lab 2 before the start of 

every Tuesday – once the sheet is full, no more places.

http://www.manchestersciencefestival.com/events/


 

 

Well done to Rachael Filkins in 7E1 for her excellent English      
Project! Year 7 students have been working on their Speaking and 
Listening Assessments where pupils were asked to bring in an 
item that is special to them. As a keen baker, Rachel spent her 
Sunday afternoon baking this superb chocolate cake. I think it's 
fair to say that the cake was greatly appreciated by both staff and 
students!  
 
Excellent work Rachael, keep it up!  
 
Miss Jamil. 

European Day of Languages. We celebrated European Day of Languages in style this 
year with a range of tasty continental treats for pupils to try. On offer was a selection 
of continental bread and cheese, croissants, pain au chocolate and some very tasty 

crêpes. They all went down a treat with pupils and staff! Bon appetit! 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Exciting times may lie ahead for 
Art to Heart....with YOUR help! 
 
We would like to develop the 'art' 
in our hugely successful                 
inter-generational charity scheme 
by  delivering digital/i-pad art, 
dance and music sessions for our 
older participants receiving care in 
the local community. 
However, this cannot be done without the vital funds needed to purchase 
the necessary equipment. Miss Long recently submitted an application to the 

'Aviva Community Fund' which 
was approved and our campaign 
will go up against others when 
the Votes open to the public on 
24th October 2017! 
 
Please get on board and vote for 
Art to Heart - every vote counts! 
Help us to help older people    
experience a greater sense of 
well being and purpose in later 
life. 
 
Thanks to you all in advance of 
your support. 
 
Miss Long. 



 

 

A great night at the Year 11 Bury 
Schools Pre Season Netball Rally. 
 
All girls had great fun playing 
against Tottington, St Monica's, Bury 
Church and Woodhey, with the rally 
being one of their last events as a 
team at Elton! 
 
Overall they came 4th and had a 
great time. 
 
Well done to all of the girls and 
thanks for being such a pleasure to 
lead over the years! 



 

 

On Friday 29th September the GCSE Dance class, along with 
Year 9 dancers, went to The Lowry to see the iconic            

Christopher Bruce dance work; Ghost Dances. 
 

It was an amazing performance providing a unique insight into 
a dance class usually taken daily by the Rambert Dance       

Company. 
 

A wonderful outing that was enjoyed by all who attended. 

Lauren Heyes, Year 9, 
trains with Bolton    
Artistic Roller Skating 
Club and competes at 
a national level. On 
the weekend of 30th 
September & 1st     
October 2017 she 
skated in the Bolton 
Opens Competition. 
Lauren took 1st place 
winning the gold   
medal and trophy for 
Duo Free skating and 
also won 3rd place 
and the bronze medal 
for Free skating. 



 

 

The next edition of The Elton Times will be emailed 

on Monday 6th November 2017. 

THINK before  

you DRINK!  

Energy drinks can be harmful to children and young people as they can contain lots of sugar 

and caffeine which can potentially cause a number of side effects.  

These drinks do not support students’ concentration and can actually lead to irritability and 

lack of focus. They also lead to weight gain, headaches and migraines, susceptibility to           

diabetes and tooth decay. Therefore we ask that students do not have these drinks in school, 

and we ask for parents’ support in reinforcing this action.  

You may have seen some adverse publicity regarding HPV Vaccinations. If you have any      
concerns please see your doctor or contact the Pennine Care NHS School Immunisation Team 
on 0161 724 2132 or read the advice by following the links below:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/628711/
HPV_leaflet.pdf  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-hpv-vaccine-beating-cervical-cancer-
questions-and-answers  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/628711/HPV_leaflet.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/628711/HPV_leaflet.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-hpv-vaccine-beating-cervical-cancer-questions-and-answers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-hpv-vaccine-beating-cervical-cancer-questions-and-answers

