
 

 

The Elton Times 
Newsletter No 20 

18th September 2017 

Welcome to the new edition of The Elton Times, a fortnightly bulletin for parents and carers to provide  

updates and  information regarding life at The Elton High School. 

 

As we start the new academic year it is natural that the recent GCSE exam results have taken up much of our 

recent attention. As mentioned in the recent letter to all parents/carers, the results of our students were  

excellent and one of the most satisfying features was that their attainment was spread right across the 

school curriculum. While English and Maths are worth 'double' in the results process, it is right that they are 

so central to our learning focus within the school. However, it is crucially important that other subjects  

maintain a high profile so that our students receive a well rounded education. Our GCSE results in other  

subject areas were extremely strong, with outstanding outcomes in Spanish (83% A*-C), Geography (79%),           

Photography (93%), Business Studies (91%) and Music (88%). We have recently had confirmation that our 

overall average 'score' for each student was slightly above a C grade - this is the highest score in Bury,       

confirming that on average our students attain higher grades than at all other local schools. There is no   

magic formula to this success - just hard work and a climate that encourages students to be the very best 

that they can. 

A fundamental part of that positive school climate is our continuous drive to promote activities and            

experiences that develop the students outside of the classroom. It is particularly revealing that this first issue 

of the new term includes so much information and so many articles about events such as the summer      

Watersports Trip, Sports Day, Art Summer School  and Geography trips to Chester Zoo and Cadbury's World. 

If we are to continue our journey to becoming one of the very best schools in north west England we must 

carry on promoting such extra curricular experiences which offer the students the chance to develop their 

knowledge, social skills and team building skills. Further events will be promoted as we move through the 

academic year and we ask for your continued support so that as many students as possible can be involved. 

With regard to forthcoming events, as well as this week's Parent Guidance Meetings we also have the 

Attendance Award Evenings scheduled for Wednesday 27th Sept (Year 7 and 9) and Thursday 28th Sept 

(Year 8 and 10). Details will continue to be updated on the school website and we look forward to having the 

usual high rates of attendance at those events which celebrate the determination and drive of so many of 

our students. Photos and reviews will also be published in future issues of this newsletter. 

Many thanks to you all for your support in ensuring that the students returned to school with such a positive 

attitude and looking so smart. As always, if you have any queries or questions about any aspect of life here 

at Elton, please contact me directly at wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 

 
Jonathan Wilton 
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We know that parents and carers want to give your children the best possible support in their             

education during their time at Elton. Homework plays a crucial role in this and on average, we expect 

students at Key Stage Three to study for about 30-45 minutes each day, with students at Key Stage Four 

expected to study for 60-90 minutes daily. 

 

In years 7, 8 and 9, students are expected to complete: 

 4x20 minutes private reading each week, to be recorded in the planner 

 4x20 minutes spelling practice, based on the weekly list in the spelling journal 

 Homework tasks set by subject teachers on a fortnightly basis (on average) which should take 20-

30 minutes to complete 

 A project every half term (see below) 

 

In years 10 and 11, teachers set homework whenever they feel it appropriate and students are given 

resources and guidance to supplement this with 20-30 minute revision tasks.  

 

Following a successful trial last year, all homework tasks will be emailed to parents and carers whose 

email addresses we have on record. If you wish to update your email address, please let us know at    

eltonhigh@bury.gov.uk. 

 

The project homework tasks set by teachers at Key Stage Three will require all students to develop their 

skills of  independent thinking, organisation and creativity. Tasks this year will be set as follows: 

  Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

Autumn 1 Music History Music 

Autumn 2 English English History 

Spring 1 History PE English 

Spring 2 Science Science Science 

Summer 1 Art Geography Geography 

Summer 2 (or on rotation) Food Technology Food Technology   
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PROJECT HOMEWORK 2017-18: 

All KS3 students will be given a project to work on each half term (though the technology project will 

be given at a suitable time to match the rotation of that subject and may change). 

Individual briefs and hand-in dates will be given out by subject staff, but the timings of projects will be 

consistent for each year group. For 2017-18 this will be: 

 

 

All project work will be marked using Bronze, Silver and Gold criteria, as below: 

BRONZE SILVER GOLD 

You have: 

 Fulfilled the brief completely 
and done everything you 
were asked to do. 

 Shown satisfactory literacy 
and numeracy skills. 

 Put in the effort which 
would normally be expected 
for homework. 

 Handed your work in on 
time. 

  

You have: 

 Shown some independence 
and originality. 

 Included some creative ideas 
and paid consistent attention 
to detail. 

 Shown good literacy and   
numeracy skills. 

 Put in a good level of effort. 
 Handed your work in on 

time. 

You have: 

 Developed highly refined 
ideas, produced an original 
project and worked          
independently. 

 Shown exceptional        
attention to detail and 
some flair. 

 Shown excellent literacy 
and numeracy skills. 

 Put in excellent effort. 
 Handed your work in on 

time. 

  Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

Autumn 1 Music History Music 

Autumn 2 English English/Maths History 

Spring 1 History PE English/Maths 

Spring 2 Science Science Science 

Summer 1 Art Geography Geography 

Summer 2 (or on 
rotation) 

Food Technology Food Technology   



 

 

Last summer, Geography students attended a number of field trips. The 
students had a very enjoyable time and behaviour was fantastic. Read on 
to find out what each year group got up to…… 

Students visited Cadbury’s World as part of their work on the 
chocolate industry, regarding where the cocoa bean comes from 
to how it is made and sold. In the topic they also learn about the 
shortage of chocolate due to climate change and ‘chocolate    
slavery’. The students got to taste some freshly melted         

chocolate, learn about the factory and visit the 4D cinema.  

 

Year 8 were lucky enough to be able to participate in two 
trips. The first was to Chester Zoo, where they were able 
to   observe some of the habitats and animals they had 
learnt about in the ecosystem topic.  
The second trip was to London where they visited The 
Natural History Museum, completed a walking tour and 
then on day two, Harry Potter World.  
 

Year 10 GCSE students completed their first field trip, 
which makes up part of their third exam paper. They 
completed three experiments at different points of 
the River Medlock in Daisy Nook Country Park.  
Café staff feedback: Elton students have been the 
politest and most well behaved students that have   
ever visited our café and we see a number of schools 
throughout the year. The students are a credit to their 
parents and school.  

       Students complete the challenge and then tell     
       Mrs Dyer. The first to answer will gain two   
       achievement points.  

What is the fastest country in the 
world? 

I have seas without water, forests without wood, deserts without sand 



 

 

Remember to 

use the  

guidance sheet 

that you were 

given by your 

teacher to make 

sure you produce 

a great piece of 

work. 



 

 

 

Share Aware, from NSPCC and O2, gives 

parents all the tools they need to have 

regular and informed conversations with 

their child about staying safe online.  

It is concerning to note that under 20% of 

parents discuss online safety regularly with their children but we think that   every parent should take about 

his/her child’s life online, just as they would talk about his/her day at school.  

Parents can sign up to the Icebreaker email series and become an expert in their child’s online world in 6 

weeks, by following the four simple steps to keeping kids safe online. Parents can also watch a film ‘Safety 

advice from a 10 year old’ or visit Net Aware which is a guide about social networks apps and games.  

The internet is a great place for children but being Share Aware makes it safer.  

 

1.        Just like in real life, children need our help to stay safe online. Teach your child to be #ShareAware 
with     @NSPCC and @O2 https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/share-
aware/ 

 

2. Teach your child to be #ShareAware online, with step-by-step advice from @NSPCC                                    
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/ preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/share-aware/ 

We ask all parents and carers to park                 
considerately outside our school at all times so 
that we do not inconvenience our neighbours 
or risk harming any children who are entering 
or leaving the school building. We also ask  
parents not to access the school drive in a     

vehicle before 
or after school unless a prior arrangement 
has been made with school to deliver or  
collect a child who has an injury or            
disability.  

https://nspcc.o2.co.uk/
file:///C:/Users/hfitzger/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/P81UE97C/nspcc.org.uk/shareaware
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lGIEKGJRWEo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lGIEKGJRWEo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/share-aware/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/share-aware/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/share-aware/


 

 

Reminder for parents of the latest letter from the Local Authority regarding holidays during 

term time: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework supports your child's learning at school, and is a great way for them to develop life skills, 

such as time management and self-discipline. Unfortunately, homework can be a source of                   

unnecessary stress. 

As teaching methods today are often very different, parents and carers can worry that they will end up 

confusing their child rather than helping them. Whatever your maths skills, you can still help your       

child with homework. 

 

If you don't know something, that's OK. Try and work out the problem together. 

Set aside some homework time. Start a homework routine, find a quiet place for your child to work 

and take away any distractions if possible. 

Rephrase questions using things that your child is interested in 

If they're doing well, praise them for effort. Say "well done, you've worked so hard", rather than 

calling them "clever" or praising talent. This helps children learn that their abilities can develop 

as long as they work hard. 

 

When they get stuck, ask them to explain what they've done so far and what they're finding hard. 

Try and help them identify the roadblock, or where they have gone wrong 

Ask your child to explain their understanding - get them to teach you! 

If you feel the homework is too hard, ask your child speak to their teacher. 

With older children, still show interest but let them be more independent and figure out                 

problems for themselves. 

Ask your child to explain their understanding - get them to teach you! 

 

Every student has a user account to access the MathsWatch website which is very helpful for         

students working at home.  It contains short video clips in all the topic areas we teach with   

questions and answers. 

 

Click to here to go the MathsWatch site:  https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/ 

 

Remember: Demonstrating positive attitudes to maths is just as important to supporting your child's 

learning as helping with homework. 

  

Mr Wilson 

https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/


 

 

 

 

This week’s puzzle: 

Email your answer to me to me at wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk for a chance to win 
one of two £5 Trafford Centre vouchers! 
 
Thank you. 
 
Mr Wilson 

mailto:wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Doreen Blake Learning Resource Centre 

The Doreen Blake Learning Resource Centre is open every day for pupils to do homework and research, use the 

computers, print out work, borrow library books or simply sit and read. A dedicated team of Pupil Librarians help to 

run the LRC on a daily basis. 

Books 

With over six thousand books to choose from, pupils can borrow up to two books at a time for a  period of two 

weeks. There is a wide variety of fiction books suitable for all age groups and reading ages, including                        

dyslexia-friendly and large-print books. In addition, we have graphic novels, DC comic books and classic fiction. Older 

pupils can borrow books from the Young Adult Fiction range. The non-fiction section  

contains over two thousand books for pupils to use for homework, projects or for       

general interests and hobbies. 

Magazines 

We subscribe to two magazines: 

The Week Junior: A weekly current affairs magazine for 

young people, discussing national and international news 

and events, science and technology, sport, arts, environment, games and quizzes.  

 

How It Works:  A monthly magazine for inquisitive minds. Sections include  Technolo-

gy, Science, Transport, Environment, History, Space, plus activities and competitions. 

 

Stationary 

A small range of stationery items can be purchased in the LRC. These include calculators, maths sets, maths       

equipment and a variety of pens and pencils. 

The Reading Cloud 

The Reading Cloud is the exciting new library information system 

which can be accessed at school or at home. Every pupil has a 

unique account where they can search for and reserve library books, write book reviews and much more. Pupils can 

also search for books and websites to help with homework and projects. Usernames and passwords are available 

from Mrs Barker, LRC Manager. 

The iMLS app allows pupils to access the Reading Cloud from their smartphone or any other mobile device with 

internet connection. Pupils can search the library catalogue, reserve books, write book reviews and check their li-

brary account. The iMLS app can be downloaded for free from any app store.  

If you have any questions, please contact Mrs Barker, Learning Resource Centre Manager on 0161 763 1434 or  

barkerc@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 

LRC Opening Times: 

Before School:  8.20am – 8.45am 

Break Time: 10.45am – 11.00am 

Lunch Time: 1.00pm – 1.40pm 

After school: 3:00pm - 4:00pm (except        

Fridays) 



 

 

Whilst the building work continues we are still limited to only 
the top section of the field, but we were still keen to host our 
annual Sports Day as the sun was out and the students were 
keen to participate. An ice-cream van joined us for the day to 

keep the spectators and athletes nice and cool and medals 
were  given out to all winners. Congratulations to all event  

winners with some very competitive races witnessed during the 
day! The conduct of our students was outstanding, with forms 
cheering each other on and supporting their fellow peers. We 

even had two staff appearances from Mrs Gagne and              
Mrs Parkinson in the relay events! A huge thank you to our 
newly appointed Head Girl, Head Boy and their deputies for 

helping the day run so smoothly.   

There will be a Scholastic Book Fair in school from Monday 9th October until Friday 
13th October. It will be open for pupils to purchase books from during break and 
lunch time and on the evening of Thursday 12th October until approximately 7:30pm 
during the Year 8 and Year 9 parent guidance meetings. Books can be purchased by 
cash or cheque. A minimum of 10% of all purchases will enable the school to receive 
free books for students. Thank you to everyone 
who made last year's book fair so  successful - a 
total of £194 worth of free books were able to be 
purchased and used as prizes for pupils during the 
school year.   
 
Miss Lythe. 



 

 

Just after midnight on Friday 28th July a group of 35 students and 6 staff set off en route 
to the ferry port at Dover. An hour earlier the slightly sleepy looking had students arrived 
at school with their families to 'check in' their Euros with the Elton bank, collect their trip 
clothing and pack their luggage onto our big yellow coach. After a busy check in we were 
finally ready to leave, the usual scramble for the back seats took place, with the Year 11 
girls being victorious! After a head count we set off, waving to our crowd of families who 
have been gathering to wave off the watersports party. Bon voyage!  

On the road we had singing , the bluetooth speakers were blaring and there was even some 
seat dancing by Harvey! Once the first lot of Pringles had been devoured the students 
settled into a sleepy mood, soon to be awoken by the sun rising over the ferry port. There 
was lots of confusion amongst the students at the ferry port. How will the coach get on? 
Will we have to stay on the coach? Will the coach be underwater? All questions were      
answered when we drove the coach on and then the students had some free time on the 
upper decks to purchase some breakfast. Again we found some sleepy students around the 
boat including our Head Boy wrapped up in a pink Miss Kitty blanket and Tyler who had 
curled up with a packet of biscuits.   

We arrived at camp just after 9:30pm, whilst the staff had a meeting with the camp owner the students were looked after by 
Claire who was on hand to answer any questions and help organise the students into their rooms. After a good night’s sleep, it 
was an active start to the next day with a forest walk and after lunch we had some fun activities and a trip down to the lake.    

From day two onwards the students took part in several activities both and on and off the lake. The 'penguin' dance was a 
popular warm up activity down by the lake and the sessions were intense but enjoyable. We had nothing but praise from the 
instructors about how fabulous our students are!   

As a treat, one evening our campers had a surprise pizza night, sitting outside after a competitive game of long ball. Other fun 
activities included a trip to Rocamodour, the home place of the Black Madonna statue and the final resting place of the biblical 
character Zacheus. We also visited the Padirac caves which we ventured to by boat after descending over a 100 steps below 
the ground.  
 
It was a fantastic trip. A big thank you to Mr Wooliscoft, Mr Smith, Miss Knox, Miss Helme and Miss Jones for getting involved 
in all the activities, spraying the children repeatedly with suncream and being generally good 'sports' for the whole trip. And 
last but not least, thank you to our students who were such a pleasure over the nine days and well done on beating the staff 
team at the quiz (Mr Wooliscoft doesn't know about popular music!), the treasure hunt (We got too obsessed with the        
triangle gate) and orienteering (the signs were too well hidden)! Miss Pickering. 



 

 

On Tuesday the 18th July we held our annual Physical Education and School Sports Awards in our new school Sports Hall, 
with over 300 prizes being awarded.   

We warmly welcomed back former student Nicole Hofmann, who was our guest presenter for the evening. After leaving  
Elton in 2015, Nicole went on to further education at  Charnwood College in Loughborough, where she joined their              
basketball academy.  While she was there, she played for Leicester Riders WBBL team, Charnwood Riders WNBL team, and       

Charnwood College Riders WEABL team. Having         
graduated from college she was due to fly to     
America in August to play basketball for the           
Presbyterian College in Clinton, South Carolina     
continuing her studies with a four year degree course 
studying Business. We wish Nicole all the best and 
look forward to her future achievements. 

We welcomed back our newly departed Year 11 for 
the main prizes of the evening being the Physical 
Education Prize, the Doug Rawes  Memorial Cup and the Doreen Blake Memorial Crystal 

for Quality, Care and Integrity in Sport.  Jack Chamberlain was this year’s winner of the Physical Education prize and we were 
delighted to watch him perform a short routine on the trampoline during the evening. Jack arrived at the presentation   
evening in his GB tracksuit, indicating the talent this young man possesses. Here is an extract from a piece written by his  
parents for the award booklet; 

“Soon after Jack was born, he was very poorly and had to be rushed by ambulance to Children’s        
hospital in Birmingham where he was on life support for a week.  The hospital advised us that it was 
unlikely that he would do anything sporty! Since then he has done everything to prove the doctors 
wrong and as soon as he could move on his own there has been no stopping him! In the last 18 months 
Jack has progressed to the Junior GB squad and it has been a pleasure to see him develop his skills and 
retain his love for Gymnastics. Combining this schedule with School work has been very hard, but 
throughout his time at Elton the School, has been very supportive.  The past year has been a              

particularly tough as he has had to combine the very competitive world of 
gymnastics with preparing for his GCSEs.  Jack has had some amazing     
support from his teachers during this time and it is great to realise that he 
is surrounded by so many people who want him to succeed. As his parents, 
we are very proud of what Jack has achieved.  He is a kind thoughtful, and 
genuine    person and we are confident that he will look back at his time at Elton High School 
with great pride." 

We wish Jack all the best for the future from everyone here at The Elton High School. 

We also congratulate Saskia Derby on winning the Doreen Blake Memorial Crystal for Quality 
Care and Integrity in Sport prize - three words than sum up Saskia very well. Saskia was the girls’ 
Sports Captain for 2016/17 and competed in many sports over the five years. She was always the 
perfect role model for other girls in the school. She was an outstanding young leader with a calm 
and caring approach to others and was like the 'big sister' of the basketball and gymnastics team 
in helping nuture the younger performers. We wish Saskia all the best and congratulations on 
her recent A* in Physical Education.  

 



 

 

 

Congratulations to Moneeb Hussain who won the Doug Rawes Memorial Cup for his role in 
supporting the boys basketball teams this year. Coach Moneeb was always on hand to help 
organise teams, run practices and help encourage and develop younger players. Moneeb has 
recently become an assistant coach at Lancashire Spinners and we look forward to seeing him 
back coaching at Elton in the future.  

Congratulations to all our prize winners from Year 7 - Year 11 and we look forward to the new 
season starting again! A special well done to the main prize winners from each year group, with 
only one boy and one girl from each year group with these prizes. Their name has been         
engraved on the winner cups and will be on display in the main school building.  

Outstanding Participant in Physical Education - This award is to recognise pupils that have an exemplary participation record 
and a fantastic attitude towards Physical Education. 

 
 
Year 7:        Reece Cottrill                   Leah Reynolds                   
Year 8:        Connor Farrelly               Iona Hanson 
Year 9:        James Bebbington          Georgia Pritchard 
Year 10:      Adam Akik                        Katie King 
Year 11:      Declan Guy                       Morgan Prince 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Outstanding Performer Award - This award is to recognise those pupils that perform to a high standard either within one 
sport and/or across a number of activity areas. 
 
Year 7:        Scott Hough                              Emma Wild 
Year 8:        Adam Chadwick                       Isabella Moosaye 
Year 9:        Michael Osei-Berko                Melissa Hill 
Year 10:      Matthew Gugniewicz             Emma Rayner 
Year 11:      Keir Anderson                          Anya Badat 



 

 

SPREADING PEACE TO THE WORLD AT OUR SUMMER ART WEEK! 

After a break in 2016 whilst our school moved into the new building, Summer 
Art Week was back on in 2017 and 25 Children from our link primary schools 
attended Elton High during the first weekend of 
the Summer holidays for some creative fun! 
 
The theme was a reflection on the  recent     
terrorist attacks including London Bridge and 

Manchester Arena bombing. Throughout the week, the children discussed and   created 
artwork which explored the idea of peace and relationships with others. 
 
The children created Peace Dove poly print/ mixed media pictures and crafted cardboard 
funky flowers during Mrs Turford's workshop. 
 
Peace Vase Collages inspired by Grayson Perry were produced during Miss Long's        
workshop and the children also had the opportunity to create personalised name cards 
for the week, paintings of doves and Peace Collages using a variety of textile materials! 
The week culminated in a party and certificate presentation where each child who  
attended received a certificate and treat. Platinum, gold, silver and bronze certificates and 
special prizes were awarded for children who created the best artworks of 
the week. 
 
The Summer Art Week takes place every year for 7-11 year old children from 
primary schools in the Bury area. As you can see from the children's          
comments below, it's a fabulous way to spend the first week of the summer 
holidays: 
 
"It's so much fun, you just have to come and you don't even have to be good 
at art!" 
"Come along, you get to make good things!" 
"You get messy and you get to make loads of friends" 
"It's brilliant if you love art and 
a great way to start or get 
better!" 
"It's really fun because there's 
lots of different techniques you 
learn other than drawing in 
school" 
 
Miss E. Long - Community Arts 
Manager 



 

 

The next edition of The Elton Times will be emailed 

on Monday 2nd October. 


