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17th July 2017 

Welcome to our latest edition of The Elton Times, a fortnightly bulletin for parents and carers to provide  

updates and  information regarding life at The Elton High School. 

Welcome to the final Elton Times of the school year. As we look back over this past academic year our students and 

staff can be proud of the advances made during the past nine months. We have moved into a fantastic new building 

and adapted successfully  to that new environment. We have been through a successful Ofsted inspection with a      

report that frequently highlighted the outstanding progress being made in terms of teaching, results and behaviour 

across the school. All of this has been achieved while maintaining a constant emphasis on high standards of teaching 

on a daily basis and we continue to offer a full range of opportunities for students outside of the classroom. While the 

building may be new, the 'Elton culture' is as strong as it has ever been.  

As we approach the end of the year it is time to say farewell of a number of our staff. Although they have only been 

with us for a year, the likes of Ms Aslam (Maths), Mr Barnes (Science), Mr Barnes (Geography), Mrs Fell (Computing) 

and Mr Smith (RE) have all made a huge contribution to the continued smooth running of the school. Longer serving 

staff who are leaving include Mr Sinnott (Science), Mrs Parker (Art) and Mrs Peak (Art) - those staff have been           

excellent classroom practitioners and will be sorely missed by other staff and students alike. Finally, two of our longest 

serving staff are retiring - Mr Young (Maths) and Mr Lumb (RE). Both have worked at Elton for over 29 years and have 

had a hugely positive influence on the lives of thousands of young people. We wish them well for the future and hope 

that they enjoy their well earned retirement.  

As well as the various new staff who we will be welcoming in September, we have also confirmed the recent             

appointments of our new Head Boy and Head Girl. We have over 130 Prefects going into Year 11 - our highest number 

to date - and over thirty Senior Prefects. The final six candidates for Head Boy and Girl were Matthew Gugniewicz, 

Robert Jackson, Jack Duffy, Emma Raynor, Rachel Lawless and Ellie-Mae Looker. Following a difficult selection process 

including interviews and a group task, we were delighted to appoint Jack and Emma as the new Head Boy and Head 

Girl, though all candidates were outstanding and could have justifiably been appointed. We are lucky to have such a 

strong set of students at the highest level of the school and know that they will set the right example for other         

students across the school.  

This issue of the Elton Times contains plenty of news and information about the various events that have been taking 

place during recent days, including a number of trips and excursions, Student Development Day and the Leavers' 

Prom. The last few days of term are equally busy with the reward trips and the various Gold Reward Assemblies, all of 

which will be reported in the new academic year. 

The new term starts on Tuesday 4th September, with our new Year 7 students (and Year 10 mentors)  being welcomed 

at 8.45am, and all other year groups then starting that day from 9.45am. Following that first day, all students will then 

be expected to school at the usual starting time of 8.45am. In the meantime, I would like to take this opportunity to 

wish you a restful, enjoyable summer break and thank you for your excellent support throughout these past nine 

months. I look forward to being in touch in September and continuing to build on the many successes of this year.  

As always, if you have any concerns or questions about any aspect of life here at Elton, please contact me directly at 

wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 

 
Jonathan Wilton 
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On Friday 30th June 2017 over 160 Y11 students attended our annual                       
Leavers Prom at The Last Drop Village, Bolton. Staff and students celebrated the 

evening by enjoying a three course meal and DJ entertainment until late.              
Numerous awards were handed out which saw Jack Chamberlain and Olivia Bell 

crowned as Prom King and Queen. The evening was a huge success and thoroughly 
enjoyed by all. Next year’s Y11 Leavers Prom is already booked for Friday 29th June 

2018 and we can't wait for another fantastic celebration! Miss Ashton. 



 

 

On Wednesday 28th June, Year 8 enjoyed a Multicultural Diversity day. As part of this          
experience they enjoyed cultural celebrations in RE, African drumming in Music and design 

work inspired by North American Indian tribes in Art. Thanks to Year 8 for their lovely      
manner throughout the day and for all the teachers who prepared the inspiring lessons to 

celebrate cultural diversity. 

 As part of the Year 10 PSHE programme, the students looked at the dangers of drug and 
alcohol misuse. The Early Break team were in school throughout the day and spoke to all 
students about the risks of substance abuse. Students also had a session looking at the 

harm that addiction to nicotine can cause both smokers and those effected by                    
passive smoking.  



 

 

On Friday 30th June, 12 of our Year 8 students   
attended the Bury Science and Technology Challenge 
Day held at Holy Cross College. 
 
The event was attended by High Schools from across 
Bury and involved four different activity challenges. 
Students competed to produce E-fit Graphics;          
Preparing a Program for Robots; a Medical challenge 
and building a model car. 
 
Elton students were highly successful and had        
representatives in two of the four winning teams. 
Congratulations to all our participants, as this was a   
fantastic achievement. 
 
The photographs include our winning teams being 
presented with certificates and plaques by Mr Ian 
Sandiford, Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Greater       
Manchester. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

       Ideas for Days Out Over the Summer 
 

While the summer holiday offers students (and teachers!) a much-needed         
opportunity to rest and relax after a busy year, there are several days out which 
combine fun, inspiration and learning.  Here are a few, which I have visited with 
my own family, which I can thoroughly recommend.  Each will help to stimulate a 
child’s mathematical curiosity. 
 

1. MOSI (Museum of Science and Industry) 
 Location: Manchester       Website:  http://msimanchester.org.uk/ 

 

2. The National Space Centre 
 Location: Leicester       Website:  http://spacecentre.co.uk/  
 
3. Jordrell Bank Discovery Centre 
 Location: Macclesfield       Website:  http://www.jodrellbank.net/ 
 

4. Eureka! The National Children’s Museum 
 Location: Halifax        Website:  https://www.eureka.org.uk/  
 
5. Catalyst Science Discovery Centre 
 Location: Widnes       Website:  http://www.catalyst.org.uk/  
 
6. Planetarium, World Museum 
 Location: Liverpool    

 Website:  http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/wml/visit/floor-plans/planetarium.aspx 
 

7. Merseyside Maritime Museum 
 Location: Liverpool     Website:  http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/maritime/ 
 

And if you are visiting Milton Keynes…… 
 
8. Bletchley Park (Home of the WW2 Codebreakers) 
 Location: Milton Keynes    Website:  https://www.bletchleypark.org.uk/ 

 
 

 

The last one I’ve not been to, so I’d love to hear a review from anyone who 

makes the visit! 

In addition, students in Year 8 do a functional skills task relating to Blackpool 

Tower, so a visit there would help to reinforce what they have learned. 

Hope this has given you a few ideas.  Take care and have a great summer!  

Mr Wilson 
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Previous question:  

          

 

Solution:  D 

 

Well done to Anisah Imran (8O) and Emily Dennis (7E). 
 
Please come to room 14 to collect your £5 Gift Voucher. 
 
 
This week’s puzzle: 

 

As this is the last of the year, the first two to send me a correct answer will receive a gift voucher.  On 
your marks, get set….! 
 
In the square below, what fractions of the whole are F, D and H? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Don’t delay! Email your answer to me to me at wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk for a chance to win 
those vouchers! 
 
Thank you. 
 
Mr Wilson 
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Well done to four of our Year 10 students: Jack Duffy; Matthew Naisbitt; Georgia Scott and Ethan 
Cottrell, who participated in the annual Bury College Debate Challenge on Thursday. The four           

students worked tremendously together so as to research the three debate topics! We were not told 
until the day whether we were going to argue for/against the chosen topics, so students had to      

prepare their arguments in a very short time! Despite this, all students presented themselves in a 
confident manner and voiced their arguments eloquently.  

 
Well done guys - you've done yourselves and the rest of the school proud! Miss Jamil. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just our cup of tea! 

Gone are the days of putting your work up on the 

fridge.  Year 9 have put theirs on to a mug!  Pupils 

have been working really hard on an Image Editing 

Project over the last term.  They had to showcase all 

of their skills and what better way to display their 

hard work than with a daily reminder with their 

morning brew.  They have used photo editing      

software to create their own pictures.  Some of the 

students skilfully changed images to take out                   

imperfections, some cleaned up old photos and   

added family members or pets to their work, while 

others went for complete fantasy design.  I think 

you’ll agree all did an  excellent job! 



 

 

We’ve been really lucky to have a number of visitors in our MFL 
lessons over the past few weeks. Two former Elton students 
have returned to help out with speaking activities in lesson. 
Cameron Flanagan, who is currently studying A-level Spanish at 
Holy Cross, has been helping with Year 8 Spanish classes and 
has been particularly impressed by some of the renditions of 
“Despacito” that he has heard from our students. Sophie McDougall, who is also at Holy Cross and 
studying A-level French,  has been helping some of our Year 9 and 10 students perfect their speaking 

for their GCSE speaking exams and providing us all with a fascinating 
insight into MFL A-levels. We’re delighted that Cameron and Sophie 
will both be  re-joining us in September to continue to work       
alongside our students. We’ve also been happy to welcome to the 
school two Spanish students 
through the language link     
programme - Hector Obon has 
been attending school alongside 
James Bebbington (Year 9) and 

Cristina Guerrero has been staying with Megan Wardle (Year 8). 
It’s been a brilliant opportunity for our students to be able to 
talk to “real life” Spaniards and we’ve had lots of fun in lessons        
quizzing Hector and Cristina in Spanish about all aspects of   
 their  lives!  

There are still places 

available for Summer 

Art Week 2017. Places 

have now also been    

extended to all Year 7 

students. Sign up now 

before they are         

all gone. 



 

 

Year 7 students rose to the homework challenge of creating a 3D object using 
materials from home. We have been overwhelmed by the creativity and       

enthusiasm the students have shown during this project and many thanks to 
the parents who supported this project! 



 

 

The Art Department took 150 Year 9 & 10 
students to Yorkshire Sculpture park. The 

students are studying Art, Textiles and                 
Photography and the trip enabled them to 
experience work from artists and provided 
an opportunity to take images so as to use 
in projects next term. Our students were 

outstanding in their conduct and manners 
around the park, with their behaviour being 
noted by staff in the park and by the coach 
drivers who stayed with us for the day. We 
would recommend the park as a fabulous 
day out for the family during the summer!  



 

 

Miss Long and two students were kindly invited by Maria S Pasiecznik Parsons - Chief 
Executive of the Creative Dementia Arts Conference to deliver a short speech at their 
annual Conference which took place at Sheffield Hallam University on Tuesday 27th 
June 2017. Miss Long offered the opportunity to all Year 8 pupils with                           
sixteen volunteering to take part. Two names were drawn 'out of the hat' - Maeesha 
Ahmad and Ella Burckett; they were a perfect duo as both girls have demonstrated  
integrity and outstanding attributes in their roles as Art to Heart volunteers. 
 
Miss Long and the students set off from school at 8am in plenty of time, but due to a 
'slow bus' on the Snake Pass, they arrived 10mins into the Conference Introduction and 
were welcomed straight onto the Speaking Platform by Maria! The girls responded to 
the pressure brilliantly - they articulated themselves perfectly whilst discussing their 
Art to Heart experiences, the communication skills they have  developed and the       
resulting positive impact on the older participants they helped! 

 
Over 100 conference delegates representing various organisations were in the 
audience and a number came forward to congratulate the girls on their 
speech. One delegate even asked if the girls could train him on how to        
communicate to the participants in his workshop during the afternoon! 
 
Maaesha and Ella were perfectly behaved throughout the day and this was 
commented on by the  delegates who exclaimed that they were a credit to the 
school. The majority of the material that was delivered was aimed at a 
'professional' adult audience and so the girls had to exercise patience and   
perseverance at various points. However there was also plenty of                    
opportunities to have fun during the ipad art, music and chair based dance 
workshops, and all of the workshop leaders / delegates were friendly and     
accommodating to the girls throughout. 
 
Now equipped with knowledge and skills in delivering other art forms for older 
people in care, Miss Long proposes to expand the Art to Heart Scheme in    
partnership with student volunteers by facilitating dance/music/ipad sessions 
for older participants from September 2017. This will be another exciting     
development for Art to Heart and will widen the appeal of volunteering to our 
pupils - in particular those who are 'tech' savvy and who like to sing, dance and 
play music! 
 
Please watch this space for updates in the Autumn Issues of The Elton Times. 
 
Miss Long would like to take this opportunity to thank all the pupils who put their names down for the            
conference and in particular, Maeesha and Ella, for their fantastic contribution to an excellent event! 



 

 

 On 6th July the Bury School Athletics Championships took place at Market Street track in Bury. 
 

Sixty of our pupils from all year groups were selected to represent our school in the competition. 
 

We had lots of outstanding achievements on that day by our young athletes. Libby Warren came 1st 
in the 100m sprint event and she also broke the track record! Matthew Gugneiwicz also had an 

amazing achievement of winning the high jump, clearing over 1m 60cm! Considering he's only just 
learnt how to Fosbury Flop he did himself proud in becoming Bury’s champion high jumper! 

Emma Halpin-Foden, Year 7, and Lauren 
Heyes, Year 8, train with Bolton Artistic Roller 
Skating Club and compete at a national level. 
On the weekend of 9th & 10th July 2017 they 

travelled a long way to, and skated in, the 
Maidstone Open competition. Emma took 1st 

place winning the gold medal and Spirit       
trophy for Elementary/Preliminary Free 

Skating (14 and under) and Lauren won 2nd 
place and the silver medal for Non Medallist 
free skating (13 and over). Congratulations to 
both girls for these fantastic achievements. 



 

 

The next edition of The Elton Times will be emailed in 

the new term on Monday 18th September. 

We would urge parents to make sure that all students have a safe summer holiday by making 
sure that  they do not engage in activities that are potentially dangerous or fatal. 
 
A most recent and tragic case of note was recently reported in the  Manchester Evening News 
where a group of teenagers decided to swim in a Rochdale reservoir on a sunny 
day.  Unfortunately one of the teenagers drowned. The following link will take you to the 
specific new article http://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/greater-manchester-
news/teenage-boy-drowns-after-getting-13208522). 
 
The United Utilities are currently running a campaign to prevent such  tragedies from occurring by putting       
together resources that highlight the dangers of swimming in unsupervised waters. You can access these         
resources by  following this link. https://www.unitedutilities.com/help-and-support/about-us/recreation-sites/
reservoir-safety/ 

 
There have been other notable cases where students have engaged in challenges 
and dares which have caused significant injuries. These can often involve bicycles 
and the further concern is that the child is not wearing a suitable safety helmet.  
 
Finally there have also been cases where teenagers have got into cars with young 

drivers and then been injured or worse in crashes. 
 
Please keep your child safe during the summer holidays. 

 
If you want your child to be involved in some organised activities during the Summer, please have 
a look at the menu of  activities available through the following weblinks. 

 
Prestwich Summer Camp will have activities for 8-14 years every Thursday in August from 12.30 – 4.30pm.  
Sessions cost £9.50 per person and can be booked at https://burysapas.yapsody.com (there is a 
small booking fee), or limited tickets can be purchased at the Longfield Suite.  Sports and activities 
include Sportshall Athletics, Tri Golf, Archery, Dodgeball, Rounders, Boccia and Kurling.  All events 
take place in the Longfield Suite and local parks (weather dependent). For more information ring 
0161 253 7227. 

 
 You can find out about activities that are taking place over the summer on Bury Directory  
– Safe4Summer<https://www.theburydirectory.co.uk/kb5/bury/directory/service.page?
id=0D8jeGkk6GU>. 
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