
 

 

The Elton Times 
Newsle�er No 18 

3rd July 2017 

Welcome to our latest edi�on of The Elton Times, a fortnightly bulle�n for parents and carers to provide  

updates and  informa�on regarding life at The Elton High School. 

As we move into the first few weeks of July much of the news will be focussed on the Wimbledon tennis tournament 

and the chances of Andy Murray retaining his &tle. While he has endured a difficult few months with injuries and loss 

of form, it is s&ll an incredible achievement for a Bri&sh tennis player to have the No 1 ranking in the world. Murray 

has said that the main reason for his success was the guidance of his mother during his childhood and she does seem 

to provide an excellent example of parental support. Both Andy and his older brother, Jamie, were brought up in the 

small Sco/sh town of Dunblane - tennis is a minority sport in Scotland with only 1% of the popula&on playing the 

sport. Judy Murray provided the financial support for both boys to be trained at centres in Cambridge and in Spain, as 

well as the emo&onal support when they were away from their home for weeks at a &me. From a spor&ng perspec&ve 

this story illustrates the impact that posi&ve parental support can have on the future success of children. 

 

Following this theme, here at Elton  we con&nue to value the support offered by parents and carers, and earlier this 

year I men&oned the words of Tony Hill, the ex Headteacher of Eton College, in the Parent Guidance Evenings. Tony 

Hill has wri�en a book outlining his experiences from visi&ng dozens of schools across the country and he outlines ten 

ques&ons that should be asked of all parents with regard to working with the local school. It is worth repea&ng the 

ques&ons that he asks: 

 

1.  Do I believe my child is almost perfect? 

2.  Do I like rules un&l my child breaks them? 

3.  Am a I happy gossiping about the school to anyone who will listen but reluctant to speak to the Headteacher? 

4.  Do I go in at the deep end when someone cri&cizes my child? 

5.  Am I an expert because I went to school myself? 

 

He says that if the answer to any of those ques&ons is 'Yes', then the child will be des&ned to fail in school. The final 

five ques&ons to be asked are as follows: 

 

6.  Am I prepared to work with the school and pull my weight? 

7.  Can I strike a balance between being a velcro parent and a ghost? 

8.  Can I support my child and support the school through difficult &mes? 

9.  Can I let my child be him/herself? 

10. Will I ignore rumour and find out the facts from the school? 

 

If the answer to any of those five ques&ons is 'Yes', then the child will flourish in the school and it will be a successful 

partnership. We con&nue to work with yourselves and strive to ensure that the partnership between school and home 

provides a strong founda&on for the success of every student.  

 

During these final few weeks of term there are a number of events and ac&vi&es taking place offering opportuni&es 

for the students to celebrate their achievements. We have the regular reward trips to Blackpool Pleasure Beach which 

is always a great day out and is enjoyed by hundreds of the students. We also have the Gold Award assemblies for all 

year groups and the annual Sports Awards Evening which is taking place on Tuesday 18th July. The final issue of this 

newsle�er will be distributed on Monday 17th July and will provide an overview of some of the recent events as well 

as outlining informa&on about the new term in September. 

 

In the mean&me, many thanks for your con&nuing support and if you have any concerns or issues regarding life here 

at The Elton, please do not hesitate to get in touch at wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 

 

Jonathan Wilton 



 

 

The DfE published a factsheet last week on the new GCSEs: 

Is your child studying for GCSEs?  

 

If so, or if they will in the future, you might be interested to know that GCSEs in England are 

changing. The courses and exams have been changed to ensure that young people have the 

knowledge and skills they need to succeed in the 21st Century. The new GCSEs will ensure that students 

leave school better prepared for work or further study. They cover more challenging content and are    

designed to match standards in the strongest performing education systems elsewhere in the world.  

 

Top facts about the new GCSEs  

 

1. GCSEs in England will have a new 9 to 1 grading scale, to 

better differentiate between the highest performing students 

and distinguish clearly between the new and old exams.  

 

2. Grade 9 is the highest grade and will be awarded to fewer 

students than the current A*.  

 

3. The new GCSEs are being rolled out over the next few 

years, starting with English language, English literature and 

maths exams in 2017.  

 

4. The old and new GCSE grading scales do not directly   

compare but there are three points where they align, as the 

diagram shows:  

• The bottom of grade 7 is aligned with the bottom of grade 

A;  

• The bottom of grade 4 is aligned with the bottom of grade C; and  

• The bottom of grade 1 is aligned with the bottom of grade G.  

 

5. Although the exams will cover more challenging content, this won’t mean your child gets a lower grade 

than they might have under the old system. Ofqual, the exams regulator, will ensure that broadly the 

same proportion of students will get grades 1, 4 and 7 and above in any subject as would have got 

grades G, C or A and above respectively in the old system, other things being equal.  

 

6. The Department for Education recognises grade 4 and above as a ‘standard pass’; this is the minimum 

level that students need to reach in English and maths, otherwise they will need to continue to study    

these subjects as part of their post-16 education. There is no re-take requirement for other subjects.  

 



 

 

 

7. Employers, universities and colleges will continue to set the GCSE grades they require for            

employment or further study. We are saying to them that if a grade C is their current minimum           

requirement, then the nearest equivalent is grade 4. A* to G grades will remain valid for future           

employment or study.  

 

8. For measuring school performance, we will publish the proportion of students achieving a grade 5 

and above. The Department for Education recognises grade 5 and above as a ‘strong pass’, a      

benchmark in line with the expectations of top performing education systems around the world – this 

will be one of the headline measures of school performance. We will also publish the proportion of    

students achieving a grade 4 or above for transparency and to enable schools to show their students’ 

achievements.  

 

9. Most GCSEs taken by students at schools in Wales and Northern Ireland will continue to be graded 

A* to G. The grading scales for AS (A to E) and A levels (A* to E) are not changing.  

 

When is this happening?  

 

• The first exams for the reformed GCSEs in English language, English literature and maths are 

being held in summer 2017, with results in August 2017.  

• All GCSE subjects will be revised by 2018 and examined by 2020.  

• Between 2017 and 2019, GCSE exam certificates will have a combination of number and let-

ter grades. By 2020, exam certificates will contain only number grades.  

 

 

First teaching in 

2015, first exams 

2017  

First teaching in 2016, 

first exams 2018  

First teaching in 2017, first 

exams 2019  

First teaching in 2018, 

first exams 2020  

English language, 

English literature 

and maths.  

English and maths 

plus…  

art and design, biology, 

chemistry, citizenship 

studies (including short 

course), combined      

science, computer      

science, dance, drama, 

food preparation and   

nutrition, French,        

geography, German, 

classical Greek, history, 

Latin, music, physical 

education, physics,     

religious studies 

(including short course), 

and Spanish. 

2016 and 2016 subjects plus...  

ancient history, Arabic,        

astronomy, Bengali, business, 

Chinese, classical civilisation, 

design and technology,            

economics, electronics,      

engineering, film studies,     

geology, Italian, Japanese, 

media studies, modern Greek, 

modern Hebrew, Panjabi, 

physical education short 

course, Polish, psychology, 

Russian, sociology, statistics 

and Urdu.  

All previous subjects 

plus…  

Biblical Hebrew,        

Gujarati, Persian,      

Portuguese and Turkish.  



 

 

Please see the latest le%er from the Local Authority regarding holidays during term �me: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cross-Curricular Maths – Celebra�ng 20 Years of Harry Po%er 
 

I spo%ed a headline this week which described 

Harry Po%er as the “boy who saved reading”, 

such was the impact the Harry Po%er            

phenomenon had on the reading habits of   

successive genera�ons.  The sharp rise in the 

number of books being bought and read by 

children even became known as the 'Harry 

Po%er effect'.  Readers of this feature will be 

aware how much I like my sta�s�cs! The      

figures are, undoubtedly, impressive:            

seven books, translated into 68 languages, with 

400 million copies sold (and s�ll selling)   

worldwide.  The films have become the highest

-grossing franchise in box-office history earning 

$6.4 billion dollars, ahead of James Bond, Star 

Wars and Shrek.   

 

We may not yet have a “boy (or girl) who saved        

algebra” (I wish!), but we have been               

celebra�ng the anniversary of J.K. Rowling’s crea�ons here at Hogwarts, Elton! Year 7s have been grappling 

with nega�ve numbers with Severus Snape – Professor of Po�ons. 

 

Year 8s have been looking at probability, with a dis�nctly Po%er-esque twist. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the core of almost all learning is literacy and/or numeracy. Promo�ng reading skills is vital in all subject 

areas. GCSE maths ques�ons demand an increasingly high level of reading and comprehension skills.  One 

word oGen makes the world of difference to the direc�on of a ques�on.  As good reading skills are              

consistently correlated with mathema�cal skills, we recognise the importance of celebra�ng and promo�ng 

reading with all our students. 

 

Thank you to Mrs Barker for bringing the anniversary of Harry Po%er to our a%en�on, and providing some 

suggested resources (along with Miss Mather) to use in lessons. Much appreciated! 

_________ 



 

 

 

 

 

Previous ques�on:           Solu�on:  

  

 I like this ques�on because it draws out a very    

 common wrong answer, which is £50,000. If this 

 were true, the house would be worth £200,000   

 making the combined value £250,000 not £200,000. 

 Lesson: always read the ques�on carefully! 

 Algebra is useful here.  If x is the value of the land, 

 the value of the house is (x + 150,000).  Add both   

 together and 2x + 150,000 = 200,000. Simple           

 two-step equa�on to solve giving the answer of 

 £25,000. 

 

  

 

 

Well done to Jack Healey and Daniel Rigby (both from 7T, what a form!) 

 

Please come to room 14 to collect your £5 GiG Voucher. 

 

 

This week’s puzzle: 

Which of these designs can you draw without liGing your pencil from the paper (drawing each line 

once and not drawing any other lines)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email your answer to me to me at wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk for a chance to win those vouchers! 

 

Thank you. 

 

Mr Wilson 

 



 

 

On Friday 23rd June, 63 students from Years 7 & 8 a%ended PGL Ac�vity Centre at Winmarleigh Hall 

near Preston. 

 

On Friday aGernoon the students arrived with great an�cipa�on and enthusiasm. They were placed 

in groups of up to 12 and allocated rooms. Once unpacked, the ac�vi�es started immediately and 

included zip wire, challenge course, raG building and high ropes. 

 

Students enjoyed regular meals and if that wasn't enough some    

indulged in the delights from the tuck shop! 

 

Evening ac�vi�es then included orienteering and sports. 

 

There were some excellent examples of team-building and helping 

each other out during the more complex ac�vi�es. There were also 

examples of leadership skills. Ac�vi�es con�nued un�l lunch�me 

Sunday, aGer which everyone packed and returned home by luxury 

coach. 

 

All appeared to have an excellent �me and arrived back at school 

completely exhausted! Staff at the Ac�vity Centre commented on 

the enthusiasm and excellent behaviour of all the Elton students. 



 

 

AGer weeks of hard work and prepara�on, four of our Year 10 students  

progressed to the final of the Bury Junior Masterchef compe��on held on 

13th June at Bury College. 

 

Khadija Khan and Shannon Dawson prepared garlic and herb chicken with 

tomato and vegetable compote finished with a sweet honey and chilli glaze. 

For dessert they presented strawberry and white chocolate mousse cake. 

 

Georgia Sco% and Brandon Jay presented a French styled chicken with 

cream and garlic sauce served with hassleback potatoes and carrots. For 

dessert they made fluffy Scotch pancakes topped with crushed raspberries 

and whipped cream drizzled with raspberry sauce. 

 

The standard by all the compe�tors was judged as extremely high. 

The dishes were marked for hygiene, safety, taste and presenta�on. The 

judges commented on the quality of the food prepared by our students and 

also the very good hygiene standards in the kitchen. 

 

Seven professional chefs formed the panel and digni�es included the lord 

Mayor. 

 

The Elton High School has consistently entered high performing teams in 

this annual compe��on and this year was no different. 

 

Congratula�ons to Brandon, Georgia, Khadija and Shannon for achieving 

such high standards and producing such absolutely delicious food. 

 

A wonderful evening and an inspira�onal example for our future               

contestants. 

 

Keep Cooking! 



 

 

20 Years of Harry Potter 

Monday the 26th June was the 20th Anniversary of the publication of J K Rowling’s Harry 
Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone and staff and pupils celebrated this event throughout the 
week. Pupils took part in quizzes and activities in a number of subjects including Maths, 
Spanish, Art and Science, while some classes read the very first chapter of the book during 
registration. 
 
The Science department entered into the magic of Harry Potter by holding Potions classes 
with Year 8, where they concocted potions such as the Secret Snitcher and Helius Potion, 
using ingredients ranging from Troll Blood and Ground Unicorn Horn to Tantacula Acid and 
Pixie Dust. One or two of the potions bubbled out of control, covering staff and pupils in a 
colourful array of ingredients!   
 
The Learning Resource Centre put on a magical display of Harry Potter books to celebrate 
the 20th Anniversary, with the help of the very talented Miss Perry from the Art         
department who created an amazing life-size Sorting Hat as the centrepiece. The display 
has proved very popular with pupils borrowing Harry Potter books for the first time or 
wanting to read them again.  
 
Twenty years, seven books and 450 million copies later, the Harry Potter series is as    
popular as ever, having been translated into 68 different languages, with JK Rowling      
becoming the world’s first – and only – billionaire author.  



 

 

This year’s final edi�on of The Elton Times will be 

emailed on Monday 17th July 2017. 

Congratula�ons to the Year 9 

Rounders team who recently got 

to the Semi-Final of the                     

Bury Schools Rally. 

Year 8 student, Callum Hunter, is proving to be an           

outstanding bowler for the Under 13s                    

Lancashire squad. 

On 15
th

 June the team beat Cheshire by 4       

wickets, with Callum bowling 8 overs and                      

taking 2 wickets. 

On 20
th

 June they played against Cumbria and 

won by 96 runs. Callum bowled 9 overs and took 

an impressive 5 wickets. 

The team are now due to play against                  

NoYnghamshire on 28
th

 June. 

MORE E-SAFETY INFORMATION FOR PARENTS. 

We have been made aware of a new webpage a%ached to instagram that allows  people to tell  other 

people's secrets. It is called 'Yoursecre�sout' and it would  appear that some children within the Bury 

area are using it to shame other children.  

Please be aware of this site and make sure that your child is not using it to        

humiliate any other   individuals. Furthermore please check that your child is not 

being  subjected to cyber bullying by others via this unsuitable applica�on.    

Any cases reported to school will be treated as a form of bullying.  


