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Welcome to our latest edition of The Elton Times, a fortnightly bulletin for parents and carers to provide  

updates and  information regarding life at The Elton High School. 

 

We are now moving into the exam season with Year 8 students having English/Maths/Science exams during 
this week and GCSE exams about to begin. From a teaching and learning viewpoint we are always trying to 
promote the need for students to take responsibility for their learning and to develop the confidence to 
work independently - we call it 'MeTime' within lessons and it takes place on a regular basis. 
 
We are equally keen to develop the students' ability to work together so that they can develop their               
understanding by learning from one another. The psychologist Adam Grant, in his book entitled 'Give and 
Take' reveals that those people who collaborate and work with one another receive huge benefits by      
building up much more meaningful friendships and wider friendship groups. In a recent study of medical  
students it was found that those who worked closely together got lower grades in their first year. However, 
by the second year they had caught up and in their final study years they were way ahead of others. It was 
found that as they worked together their increased success depended on teamwork while the students who 
refused to collaborate became more isolated and were not able to benefit from the co-operation and       
support. 

 This theme has been shown in the sporting world this week 
 with the case of the two rugby playing brothers, Ben and Tom 
 Youngs. They are both outstanding players and have been    
 rivals since they were at school, with them both trying to outdo 
 one another to get selected first at club level (for Leicester    
 Tigers), then at international level for England.  During the past 
 year Ben has moved ahead of his brother and  has recently 
 been  selected for the Lions tour to New Zealand - the pinnacle 
 of his sporting career. 

However, this week he withdrew from the squad in support of 
Tom, who had received the news that his wife is suffering from 
terminal cancer. This has been highlighted as an act of support - 
the ultimate example of collaboration and sacrifice in the name of 
his family. As Ben Youngs' said this week, "The most important 
thing for me at this difficult time is to be able to offer as much  
support as I can to Tom and his family in the remaining time we all 
have together." 
 
We hope that such examples can continue to inspire our students 
to work in a collaborative manner so that they can develop their learning but also develop their relationships 
with one another. We will always promote this across our school and work in a collaborative manner with 
parents and carers so that we can do the very best for the students.  
 
As ever, if you have any enquiries or issues regarding life here at Elton then please contact me directly -    
wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 
 
Jonathan Wilton 
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Immersion and intervention sessions are running daily in school, and many pupils are taking the opportunity 

to use the canteen for independent study from 3-5pm Monday to Thursday. The following exams will take 

place before the May half term: 

Wednesday 17th May PM 1hr 30min RE 

Friday 19th May AM 1hr 30mins Spanish 

Friday 19th May PM 1hr 30mins PE 

Monday 22nd May AM 1hr 45mins English Lit 

Monday 22nd May PM 1hr 30mins Geography 

Wednesday 24th May AM 1hr Business 

Wednesday 24th May PM 1hr 15mins Biology 

Thursday 25th May AM 1hr 30mins Maths 

Friday 26th May AM 2hrs 15mins English Lit 

REVISION TECHNIQUE FOCUS: WORKING COLLABORATIVELY 

Revision can be a solitary activity, however, time with friends and family can also feature in a successful revision schedule. 

Many of our students like to do some of their work this way and in school we encourage a range of techniques for group   

revision to ensure it is focused and productive. Here are a few ways you can help: 

 

Encourage your child to teach you:  We know that teaching a subject is one of the best ways to learn about it, so if 

you’ve forgotten how to solve a quadratic equation or why Wilfred Owen wrote the poem “Exposure”, allow your child to 

remind you. 

Play games: In school, we often encourage revision using question and answer cards or various quiz formats. All of these 

can be used for interactive revision at home, so that you can work together. Other games such as Just a Minute, where a 

student talks for 60 seconds non-stop without hesitation, repetition or deviation, require no resources other than a willing 

listener with a timer.  

Use online resources together: Students have access to subject-specific online resources to support revision in Maths 

and MFL and many other subjects, such as English and Sciences, encourage the use of BBC Bitesize. In addition, students 

can use online resources such as Memrise or Kahoot to test themselves (and you!) Youtube videos are also useful, particu-

larly for English and Maths. 

Encourage study group work with friends: Study groups can be a fantastic way for pupils to prepare for exams                     

collaboratively; working with other students can help keep the revision process in perspective. As well as sharing revision  
materials and notes, students can listen to how others organise work, helping expand their understanding of the topics      
because everyone brings their own ideas. Working together to produce condensed revision notes or to brainstorm answers 
to questions is particularly fruitful. Study groups often work best when students all prepare something in advance to share, 
so you might want to encourage this. 
 

HOLIDAY INTERVENTION 

Letters will be going home shortly inviting year 11 students to a revision session for English Literature of Saturday, 20 th May 

from 10am – noon. They will also give details of the intervention sessions which students will be expected to attend during 

the May half term. The timetable is below: 

Date 10-12 1-3 

Tuesday 30th May History Psychology 

Weds 31st May RE Geography 

Thursday 1st June Sciences Business 

Friday 2nd June Maths English 



 

 

  
If you are interested in drama, making 
new friends and sharing your talents 

with others - please see Mrs Adams in 
the English department. 

Drama Club will take place during 
lunchtime every Wednesday in Room 

4. Starting on Wednesday 7th June 
after the half term break. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Verbalising knowledge – the ability to put learning into words - is a 
key indicator of understanding. Teachers at Elton are sensitive to the 
need to build time into lessons to promote and facilitate discussion. 
Our whole school policies seek to foster the right culture in the 
classroom to give students the confidence to express their ideas and 
ask questions. 
 
At times, though, even the brightest students can be reluctant to 
give an answer unless it is fully-formed and in their minds “right”.  
The journey towards verbal fluency in maths, however, is gradual 
and comes about through perseverance. Students who are prepared 
to “have a go” and volunteer an answer, even if they are not fully 
confident, are much more likely to succeed in the long term.  It is 
often the case that putting learning into your own words is one of 
the last stages of learning. Students will sometimes say “I know what to do, but I can’t put it into words”.  We 
encourage them to put the word “yet” at the end of that sentence. 
 
When a student is struggling to find the words, teachers will employ their questioning skills to help that       
student to articulate their thinking.  Our “no-hands up” policy and directed questioning further supports the 
aim of maximising participation in lessons. What can we do as parents to promote “talking maths” skills? 
 

1. Talk about day-to-day maths with your son or daughter.  This might include calculations about money, 
time, shopping, measurements etc.  The more you involve them in the everyday maths, the more they will 
value learning maths and speaking about it. 

 
2. Take an interest in what they are learning at the moment in maths. Ask to see their homework and get 

them to explain what they are doing.  As all parents know, some days they may be uncommunicative, but 
don’t let that deter you from asking forever!  Other days, they may quite happily tell you something new 
they have learned. 

 
3. Use flash card questions and answers in revision. 

 
4. If the teacher has set a target to contribute more in class discussions, have a conversation about             

developing these key verbal skills, and explain why it is important. Encourage your son and daughter to 
speak more in class and ask more questions. Identify if there are any barriers to their participation. 

 
5. Encourage setting a target – maybe it is to ask a question, or offer a contribution in the next lesson. 
 

Employers are not just looking for people who can do maths.  Students who have the skills and can               
communicate their thinking to colleagues will be those most in demand. 
 
The new GCSE syllabus places a greater demand on students to reason, justify and explain in their responses. 
Simply learning facts, processes and methods is not enough to succeed. In maths, strong verbal skills are       
correlated with strong written skills.  We appreciate your support at home in helping our boys and girls        
become confident communicators. 
 
Mr Wilson 



 

 

 

 

Previous question:  

Ed Sheeran’s first three albums are called +, X and ÷. How good is he 
really at Maths? While promoting his latest album, ÷, he was asked to 
complete a short maths test. Ed scored a respectable 4/5, but can you beat his score?? Here are the questions: 
 

ED SHEERAN MATHS TEST 
1. What is the square root of 81? 

2. Which is bigger? a) two cubed or b) a quarter of 28? 
3. What is π rounded to 3 decimal places? 

4. The first two angles in a triangle are 45° and 70°.What is the third? 
5. Your album is £12 but one shop is offering 10% off. What will fans pay? 

 

Solution: 

1. ± 9 
2. two cubed (two cubed is 8, a quarter of 28 is 7) 
3. 3.142 
4. 65° 
5. £10.80 
 
Well done this time to Fatima Chaudhry (7S) and Kate Hainsworth (9N)! 
Please come to room 14 to collect your £5 Gift Voucher. 
 
This week’s puzzle: 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Email your answer to me to me at wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk for a chance to win those 
vouchers! 
 
Thank you 
 
Mr Wilson 
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On 27th April 2017 20 year 9 students attended Bury College for a taster day in 
BTEC sport. It was led by students currently in their second year of the course, 

many of whom were former Elton High School students — Callum Bather, TJ Hill,   
Lucy Stone-Smith and Niall Crocken. The students were involved in theory sessions 
covering anatomy and physiology, healthy lifestyles, coaching and fitness testing. In 
the afternoon they took part in practical sessions in volleyball, ultimate frisbee and 
rounders. Melissa Hill and Michael Osie-Berko were awarded £10 gift vouchers for 
their outstanding efforts during the day and all our students received a gift bag of 
goodies. Our students were fantastic and, as always, were a credit to Elton High. 



 

 

The next edition of The Elton Times will be 

emailed on Monday 5th June after the       

half term break. 

Our summer reward trip 

will take place on         

19th July 2017. Eligible         

students will receive a 

letter of invitation before 

half term. 

We would like to thank parents for making 

sure that students look smart in school 

uniform on a daily basis. Please can we 

make sure that our high standards are 

maintained right through to the end of the 

Summer term. In particular we want to 

make sure that all students are in smart 

and sensible school shoes. Black trainers 

are not suitable or acceptable for school.   

Four of our Year 9      
students (Adam Gunel, 
Michael Osei-Berko, 
Ethan Anderson and 
Scott Johnston) played 
for the junior Walshaw 
Sports Club football 
team to win the         
Lancashire Trophy final 
in Leyland. The boys, 
who play in the Bolton 
and Bury District Junior League, beat Mellor Juniors 4-3 to claim the trophy.   
Great performance! 


