
 

 

The Elton Times 
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2nd May 2017 

Welcome to our latest edition of The Elton Times, a fortnightly bulletin for parents and carers to provide  

updates and  information regarding life at The Elton High School. 

 
One of the challenges for teachers in 2017 is to promote learning amongst the students that prepares them for the 
particular demands of the wider world. In recent years the pressure has increased with the pace of changes seeming 
to move faster than any time in recent history. 
 
One example of the relentless changes that are 
taking place was an announcement made at the 
end of last week. It was announced that Friday 
21st April was the first time for over 130 years 
that Britain had gone a full day without using coal 
to generate electricity. The national grid said that 
Friday's lack of usage was a "watershed" moment, 
with half of Friday's energy provided by natural 
gas, a quarter by nuclear power and the            
remaining from wind and biomass. Coal has     
powered Britain for more than a century and was 
crucial in the industrial revolution,  making this 
country the first industrialised nation and one of the strongest economic powers in the world. Coal mining was one of 
the main employers for hundreds of thousands of workers in northern England and the coalmining industry           
transformed the landscape and layout of many towns across northern England and Wales. However, the last deep coal 
mine in the UK, Kellingly Colliery in North Yorkshire, closed in December 2015, bringing to an end decades of coal   
mining in this country, while use of coal has dropped dramatically in recent years - in 2016 it accounted for 9% of    
energy usage, down from 23% in 2015. A spokesperson for Greenpeace noted that "A decade ago, a day without coal 
would have been unimaginable, and in ten years' time our energy system will have radically transformed again." 

 
Last week's news is one demonstration of the incredible rate of 
change across society and technology. We have little idea about 
what the world will look by the time our students are the central 
workers in our economy, doing jobs that have yet to be created on 
technology that is yet to be invented. Our role as teachers is to  
promote independence and resilience amongst the students whilst 
developing their communication and reasoning skills so that they 
are able to adapt and develop in the wider workplace. This is an 
ongoing challenge with too many of our students still over reliant 
on teachers' guidance or instructions - whilst they are keen,         

motivated and well behaved they still lack confidence to take control of their own learning and develop their own skills 
and this is an ongoing focus for our staff across the school over coming months and years.  
 
We are continuing to focus on Year 11 support and intervention but recognise that younger students must not be 
overlooked. In the light of this, not only are the GCSE exams shortly due to take place but there are Year 8 exams 
scheduled from May 15th and there will also be Year 7/9 exams before the end of the academic year. All of these 
plans are aimed at developing the students' sense of independence and supporting their exam skills . We appreciate 
the support that you continue to provide which makes our job so much more manageable.  
 
As always, if you have any queries about life here at Elton please contact me directly on                                                  
wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 

 
Jonathan Wilton 
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With the first GCSE examination just days away on May 17th, year 11 students have been making 

the most of last-minute revision opportunities in school. As well as the usual timetabled              

intervention at lunchtimes, after school and during the holidays, teachers are also providing      

immersion sessions so that students can spend extra time with subject staff immediately before 

their exams. Of course, to support this, students need to be revising independently outside of    

lessons.  

To enable students to revise in a purposeful environment with friends, the school canteen will be 

available as a space for independent study from 3pm to 5pm Monday to Thursday until the end of 

the exams. Soft drinks will be available and rewards will be given to regular attendees. 

 

 

REVISION TECHNIQUE FOCUS: MAKING THE MOST OF TESTING 

Self-testing is proven to be one of the most effective forms of revision, with researchers            

suggesting that it helps to provide focus and clarity to revision sessions. 

We suggest:  

 Using sections of past papers to test your skills in key areas for development 

 Using whole past papers to bring your knowledge together and practise timing 

 Creating ladder-quizzes and cloze activities to test yourself, so you revise a subject twice: 

once by creating the test and once by doing it 

 Using flashcards with questions on one side and answers on the other, so you can test 

yourself or ask a parent or friend to test you 

 Using “Look, Cover, Write/Draw, Check” to test your memory of diagrams or equations 

 Completing the test pages at the end of each section of your revision guides, to identify 

areas of strength and areas for development. 

  

 

HOLIDAY INTERVENTION 

All year 11 students will be invited to a revision session for English Literature of Saturday, 20th 

May from 10am – noon. In addition to this, several subjects will run intervention sessions during 

the May half term holiday. Parents will receive personalised letters during the next week, giving 

information about the sessions each student is invited to attend.  



 

 

Well done to all students who received recognition at the     
recent Silver Awards Celebration.  Students were rewarded 
for having a good attitude in their subjects, a high number 
of achievement points as well as special prizes awarded by 

form tutors, learning coordinators and senior                  
leaders.  Pictured are some of our students who were 

awarded with chocolate eggs and students from Year 7,8 
and 9 enjoying  the ‘Big Breakfast’ reward.  Entertainment 

at the ceremonies included dancing and a  performance 
from the Year 10 band.  

The student council have been busy raising funds for an outdoor 
seating area. Fund raising so far has included a non uniform day and 

more recently a chocolate raffle courtesy of an extremely kind     
donation from Slattery’s Chocolate.  So far over £2000 has been 
raised and the new outdoor furniture will hopefully be in place    

before the summer holidays. 
 

Congratulations to all of the winners of the raffle and special thanks 
to all the students who volunteered to sell tickets during lunch. 



 

 

 

 

 

How to Improve Your Homework Scores 
Homework is arguably as important as test scores, as it demonstrates how     effectively stu-

dents have learned what has been taught on a week-by-week   basis. A student with an out-

standing homework track record will invariably be achieving or exceeding their target.  

If your grade card has comments about improving homework scores, here are some helpful 

tips: 

1. Start it as soon as possible! 
Students will normally get 5-7 days to complete their homework in Maths.  Get in the good 

habit of starting it promptly.  Firstly, the information will be fresh in your mind and secondly, 

it gives you time to seek help if you are struggling. 

 

2. Use the Resources 

This is mainly common sense, but often not followed.  All students have access to 

MathsWatch. As I showed in the last edition of Elton Times, searching for help with a topic is 

easy in in this application.  Increasingly MathsWatch is being used for homework.  Don’t 

attempt the questions without watching the clip first! Those students who think they are 

“saving time” by not watching the clip, may well end up having to do the homework again, if 

they score poorly. 

If you have work in your exercise book which will help you complete the    homework, ask to 

take it home. Remember to bring it back, though! 

 

3. Ask for help! 
Sometimes, even armed with a revision guide, exercise book and website-clips, you may find 

yourself stuck on a question or  topic. Don’t worry! This is to be expected from time to time. 

When this happens, you really need 1-1 help from your teacher. 99% of homework-related 

problems are sorted out in the space of a 5 minute chat with your teacher! That’s right! On-

ly 5 minutes! Often, when you hit a roadblock, it is just a small piece of information that you 

are missing.  

 



 

 

 

I set homework for approximately 125 students each week.  However, I can   usually count 

on the fingers of one hand those that ask me for help with the work set.  Speaking to other 

teachers in the department, this seems to be a common experience.  You can be ahead of 

the pack, if you are the one that asks for help when stuck. 

 

4. Involve Parents / Siblings / Friends 

Homework doesn’t have to be a solitary task done in isolation. 

Some students attend homework club, and do homework together, which works very well. 

Others might meet somewhere outside of school to do the same. You may have an older 

brother or sister who can help you when you are stuck, or at least take a look at your fin-

ished work before handing it in.  

Clearly, there is a balance to be struck when providing support for a student.  Obviously, do-

ing the homework for them will offer no value. Helpful explanation and asking questions will 

be more beneficial. 

  

5. Find the Right Place, and Do it at the Right Time! 
 Every student needs to have a quiet place where they can do their homework without be-

ing disturbed or distracted.  All social media devices, in my view, ought to be switched off 

when doing homework. Ideally, homework should be done at a desk or a table.  Choose the 

right time to do homework.  The    homework I receive via computer is time and date-

stamped. Some students have a good, regular routine of doing their homework on Friday 

evening or   Saturday morning.  I see some done very late at night, and more often than not 

these are poor in quality.    

  

I guarantee that if you follow these 5 tips, you will see a significant               improvement in 

your homework scores.  This will enhance your learning, gain you Achievement Points and 

gain greater respect from your peers and teachers. 

 

There is a lot of hard research which shows that the more parents are     engaged with 

schoolwork, the better the outcomes are.   



 

 

 

 

Previous question:  

 

 

Solution: 

The research seems to have been borne out judging by the answers received for this  
puzzle! If the question had been written in this way………………. 
 
…….I’m sure there would have been a lot more correct answers. 
This is a question concerning BIDMAS which tells us the order in which we should carry out operations. 
When there are more than one pair of brackets, the rule is to work from the inside out. 
The correct answer is 1.  James Chao in Year 7 not only supplied the correct answer, he also sent the following 
picture he put together to demonstrate the method. Fab! You could have checked your answer on a calculator 
with this question. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Only two correct answers this time, so take a bow James Chao (7E) and David Chew (7H)! 
 
Please come to room 14 to collect your £5 Gift Voucher. 
 
 

This week’s puzzle: 

 

 
Ed Sheeran’s first three albums are called +, X and ÷. How good is he really at Maths? While promoting his latest 
album, ÷, he was asked to complete a short maths test. Ed scored a respectable 4/5, but can you beat his 
score?? Here are the questions: 
 

ED SHEERAN MATHS TEST 
What is the square root of 81? 

Which is bigger? a) two cubed or b) a quarter of 28? 
What is π rounded to 3 decimal places? 

The first two angles in a triangle are 45° and 70°.What is the third? 
Your album is £12 but one shop is offering 10% off. What will fans pay? 

 
Email your answer to me to me at wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk for a chance to win 
those vouchers! 
 
Thank you 
 
Mr Wilson 
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Year 11 Additional Science classes 

completed four challenges in the Main 

School Hall on Monday April 24th. 

The aim of the challenges was to      

enable 107 students to work              

collaboratively in teams to complete 

Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Data 

tasks.  

There were a range of engaging tasks 

based upon key revision topics. This 

included quizzes, problems, practicals 

and revision cards.  

Students were focussed throughout 

the 1hr 15 minutes session which     

ended in a Kahoot quiz. 

The winners of the Kahoot quiz were 

rewarded with Chocolate Oranges and 

four other groups were rewarded with 

bags of sweets for their excellent team 

work throughout the session. 

A very big thank you to the     

Science Team (led by Mr Liptrot) 

for the significant amount of       

preparation and planning to    

deliver such an exciting and 

worthwhile revision session for 

our Year 11 Additional Science 

students. 



 

 

On Saturday 1st April our Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh students     
commenced the final expedition towards their Bronze Award. 
  
Setting off from Belmont, students carried their tents, cookers, 
sleeping bags and provisions across different terrains before setting 
up camp at White Coppice near Chorley. 
  
The weather was mixed with showers early in the day before a calm 
early evening, ideal for pitching tents. All the students had to use 
the many skills learned during the previous months including map    
reading and taking bearings, nutrition and weather protection. 
Some minor first aid was also required mostly in relation to blisters. 
  
Students also had to use observation skills, whilst walking, to       
prepare for a presentation to be conducted in school during the first 
weeks back. 
  
The mood was good and spirits were high. 
  
Once camp had been established every participant had to cook a hot 
meal. There were some extraordinary culinary delights! 
  
After team building activities during the evening and after using the 
sole toilet on camp,  students settled for a night under the stars. 
  
The following morning included preparing a further hot meal for 
breakfast before packing rucksacks and heading off on the final leg. 
  
Again, map reading skills and team work were essential to reach the 
finishing point at Rivington. 
  
All students will now conduct their presentation relating to the expedition outlining their aims and 
objectives. 
  
Further computer work on their volunteering skills, physical and life skills will be completed on their 
DofE logs over the coming weeks. 
  
All-in-all a very rewarding experience for all involved. 



 

 

FANTASTIC HISTORY WORK, YEAR 7! 
 
For their latest homework, year 7 were set a challenge 
to design a board game about life in the Middle Ages.  
They had to design the game independently, including  
researching information for their chance and quiz 
question cards so that their games would not only be 
fun, but would also teach their peers something new.  
They were then awarded a bronze, silver or gold 
award based on their creativity, effort and ability to 
work independently.  
 
Some of the effort that was 
put into these pieces of 
homework was phenomenal 
and year 7 should be very 
proud of themselves!  Here 
are just a few of the        
highlights. 



 

 

….. Can YOU produce a good one? 

The History department hopes you had a lovely Easter holidays, our competition is also egg 

based! You need to decorate a hard boiled egg as someone you believe was a ‘good egg’ or 

inspirational in History with an explanation detailing why they were so important. Prizes 

are available for the best entries, good luck! 

Entries must be given to your History teacher by Monday 15th May. The competition is 

open to students in Years 7-9.  



 

 

YR 7 & 8 HAVE BEEN 'HEARTILY EXPRESSING' THEIR DEDICATION TO THE ART TO HEART SCHEME... 
 

Back in October, the sessions got off to a spooky start with the creation of   
Halloween Silhouette Frames, moving onto the thought of a nice hot cuppa 
after an Autumn walk in the woods and spotting a Fiery Fox then on to pulling 
on a festive stocking to keep tootsies warm at Christmas! In January, we    
started the  Chinese Year of the Rooster theme with a cock-a-doodle-do then 
had a 'romantic break' to make Valentines Hearts in February. Next up was the 
creation of Easter Egg & Bunny Garlands and Easter Basket Cards. Enjoy the 

pictures of our pupil volunteers and participants in action and please watch this space for the next 
update. Through volunteering, pupils learn how to adapt their communication skills to the needs of 
older people with disabilities resulting in successful interaction and support which enables creative 
achievement and enhances overall wellbeing. Here's some quotes from the Evaluation Forms 
which pupil complete and demonstrate the benefits they've experienced 
from taking part: 
 
"It was really fun to help older people, it was nice to find out about them and 
their past lives" 
 
"I think I made them feel like they were good at art and they weren't lonely. I helped Kevin work 
things out, he showed perseverance and patience" 
 
"I felt like I was able to communicate better with other types of people of all 
ages. Next time I think I would try and speak a bit louder. I really enjoyed 
chatting to them and I enjoyed listening to what they had to say about what 
they did when they were younger" 
 
"I talked to the older people well. I really enjoyed Art to Heart as I loved 
helping the older people - they are really nice!" 
 
"I helped a lady called Joan, I want to thank her for being a really nice person to work with!" 
 
"I loved the way the older peoples faces lit up when they finished their piece of art work!" 
 
"I learnt that you can have a laugh with older people and they are more interesting than you think!" 
 
"Joan thought I was very funny, she kept on wanting me to sing 'I'm a little teapot' and every time I 
did, she laughed!" 
"I liked making people smile and helping them do something they 
would not do everyday" 
 
"I'll do it again because it gives me confidence and makes me and the   
older people happy" 
 
"The older people had visitors (us) to cheer them up instead of them 
sitting lonely. I love Art to Heart - I will remember it forever!" 



 

 

The next edition of The Elton Times will be 

emailed on Monday 15th May 2017. 

Well done to members of the Gymnastics 
team who represented the North West in 

the British Gymnastics National Team  
Finals in Stoke on Trent. The team             

qualified for the competition in January 
after coming first in the North West   

competition. The team were outstanding 
on the day and represented the school 

exceptionally well. A special mention to 
Kate and Anastasia who both stepped in 
at the last minute when members of the 
original team were unable to compete.  


