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Welcome to our latest edition of The Elton Times, a fortnightly bulletin for parents and carers to provide  

updates and  information regarding life at The Elton High School. 

 
I hope that you all had an enjoyable Easter break and that the students are returning to school with batteries 
recharged, ready for the demands of the final summer term. While the focus will understandably be on Year 
11 with their upcoming GCSE exams, it will also be a busy period for students across the other year groups 
and it is important that they maintain the high standards of behaviour and work that have been established 
during the first part of the year.  
 
With regard to work ethic, on a sporting level there have       
recently been some interesting comparisons made between 
two of the world's most famous footballers, Cristiano Ronaldo 
and Wayne Rooney. Both players were at Manchester United 
together in the early 2000s and were the two young talents of 
the team - both had been brought to the club at a cost of      
millions from Sporting Lisbon and Everton respectively. Rooney 
is only eight months older than Ronaldo but it is revealing that 
his career is now effectively drawing to a close. He has been 
dropped from the Manchester United team, was recently omitted from the England squad and has clearly 
lost the acceleration and explosive power that made him such a formidable young player. By  contrast, 
Ronaldo is the current European and World Player of the Year and remains the most important player for 
Real Madrid, who are desperate to sign him up to an extended contract as he moves towards his mid 30s.  
 
Both players were seen as similar talents when they were younger and the difference in how they have     
developed must be partly due to their different approach to work and training. Wayne Rooney smokes and 
drinks, his weight goes up and down and he has had numerous minor injuries.  Cristiano Ronaldo is at the 
other extreme. He eats six high protein meals a day, does not touch alcohol or soft drinks, sleeps a strict 
eight hours every night and does 3,000 sit ups a day in addition to the usual team training. For Rooney, his 
attitude has led to a fairly simple process of physical decline to the point where he is no longer picked by his 
club. For Ronaldo, his attitude and effort has placed him at the centre of his team and he is still recognised as 
one of the best players in the world.  
 
While these examples are from the world of sport, students in school can certainly learn much from the 
different results that their efforts/attitude produce. We sometimes see students who arrive at the school 
with similar scores from primary school yet they quickly move apart, usually due to the differing levels of 
effort made by the two individuals. Our aim as a school is to limit the underperformance and ensure that 
students continue to look after themselves and try their best so that gaps between different students can be 
limited to as little as possible - we have made great steps forward in doing this during recent times and hope 
to continue to make progress over coming years.  
 
In the meantime, if you have any questions or concerns about any aspect of life here at Elton, please do not 
hesitate to get in touch wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 
 
Jonathan Wilton 

mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

With both GCSEs and internal examinations looming, students in years 10 and 11 
benefitted from workshops on managing exam pressure with a motivational con-
sultant, Kevin Mincher, on the recent Student Development Day. Kevin has also 

produced material to support parents in working with their children. These can be 
found at www.unstoppableteen.com  

NHS advice for anyone concerned about exam stress can also be found at http://
www.nhs.uk/Conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/Pages/Coping-with-exam-

stress.aspx 

 

REVISION TECHNIQUE FOCUS: STICKING TO A TIMETABLE 

Spreading out revision over time is proven to be the most effective way to learn large quantities 

of information. All of our year 11 students have been provided with a revision timetable card to 

be used each day until the beginning of exams. 

We suggest: 

 Making a realistic timetable in discussion with family and friends 

 Regularly revisiting different subjects at least 2-3 times per week 

 Scheduling blocks of time for both study and relaxation during weekends and holidays 

 Ensuring that revision sessions are spent actively making notes, testing yourself, reading  

material aloud, watching revision videos – or doing whatever works for you 

 Organising regular breaks and rewards for time spent studying. 

 

To support all our year 11 students in maintaining regular independent study, the 

canteen will be available as a revision space from 3pm-5pm Monday-Thursday. 

 

http://www.unstoppableteen.com
http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/Pages/Coping-with-exam-stress.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/Pages/Coping-with-exam-stress.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/Pages/Coping-with-exam-stress.aspx


 

 

From 13th – 17th March the Science department organised          

activities as part of the annual British Science and Engineering 

Week. 

All year 7 and 8 students participated in a project to design, build 

and test a raft structure to hold a floating garden that could be 

used to grow food in flood hit areas such as Bangladesh.  

140 students took the time to enter the online quiz. Questions included finding out which    

fictional bear is named after one of renowned British engineer Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s 

constructions and which female scientist inspired the tongue twister ‘she sells seashells on the 

seashore’. 14 students got all the questions correct. Congratulations to Lauren Kenyon, Joe   

Edwards, Lucy Kenyon, Josie Crocken, Joe Hamer, Muhzamil Khan, Joe Livesey, Heather     

Lansdale, Grace Almond, Gurleen Kaur, Kenneth Ling, Tom Hartley, Alex Hodson and Gemma 

Eckersley. 

The tie break question ‘What do you think is the most important discovery that Science has 

made and why?’  Produced some interesting responses including: ‘I think DNA is the most    

important discovery that science has ever made because it has had an enormous effect on   

scientific and medical progress. Whether it involves the identification of our genes that cause 

major diseases or the creation and making of drugs to treat these diseases.’ and ‘I think that 

the most important discovery was electricity because without it we wouldn't have the       

technology which helps us advance more and more.’ 

The highlight of the week was the Key Stage 4 Science quiz, where teams of 4-6 students 

pitted their wits against the fiendish scientific questions and puzzles dreamt up by the science 

staff. It’s always a lot of fun and this year was no exception! Congratulations to the winning 

team from year 10 of Josie Watters, Amy Duckworth, Adam Cronshaw, Callum Gregory, Todd 

Stokes, Connor Derbyshire. 



 

 

Congratulations to all the students 

who are part of Miss Knox’s Science                    

ambassadors scheme. The              

ambassadors have been working    

really hard with the mentees in           

developing confidence and exam 

technique. The students who are   

being mentored always put 100% 

effort into the sessions and the     

ambassadors are always willing to help. The aim is to promote their 

learning skills as they approach their GCSE exams. If any other students 

wish to volunteer to take part in this process, please see Miss Knox in the 

Science department.  

 

The Science Ambassadors are: 

 



 

 

Year 7 students who have 
supported the school by 
forming their own               
litter-picking group were 
treated to a trip out for lunch 
this week. The 12  students 
came up with a range of    
ideas after identifying an   
issue with litter  earlier in the 
year. As well as consulting 
with staff on the design and 
location of new bins, the students also organised themselves into a rota to pick up 
litter at lunchtimes. They will enjoy a half-termly lunch out as a reward for their 
efforts.  

Four of our Year 10 mathematicians, Heidi Drinnan, Matthew Gugniewicz, Ben 
Plimley and Matthew Williams took part in the Bury College Maths Challenge. The 

Challenge consisted of a quick fire round, a series of ‘Countdown’ games, a      
problem solving round, a relay race and a team challenge. Up until the                 

penultimate round they were in second place, but after a grueling final challenge 
they finished 6th out of 21 with just 7 points between them and first place.  

An achievement of which the students should be extremely proud! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 In January, Elton High School subscribed to the MathsWatch online application.  This is now the prime maths 

revision website we direct students towards. In January, all students were issued a login and password for 

MathsWatch. 

What does it offer? 

 MathsWatch revises 240+ topics covered by video clips. The explanations and examples are just like a 

teacher would give at the board.  

 Every clip has real exam questions for students to do – and there is also a shorter ‘1 MINUTE MATHS’   

video for every topic. 

 Provides a platform for doing homework set by the teacher. 

To access Mathswatch go to https://www.vle.mathswatch.com/vle/ and enter username/password. 

The ‘My Work’ tab in the top right hand corner of the screen will show any work which has been set by the 

teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Clicking on this will bring up various options as shown below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Options are:  
 Begin Homework 
 Print Questions 
 View One Minute Maths Video 
 View Longer Video 

https://www.vle.mathswatch.com/vle/


 

 

 

Finding a Topic Clip to Revise 

Click on the ‘Videos’ tab and enter search details in the ‘Find A Clip’ fields 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the end of every clip, at the top of the screen you will see options to: 
 Watch a shorter One Minute Maths video of the same topic 
 Try interactive questions online to test your understanding 
 Print off a worksheet of topic-related questions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click here for a full list of MathsWatch clips by topic, by number and by tier (Foundation or Higher)  

 

I think this is very good application to help accelerate your progress and strengthen any areas of weakness.  

Use it well and your grades will climb in Maths!  

 

Mr Wilson 

http://mansheadschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Year-11-Information-Evening-2016-Mathswatch-Guide.pdf


 

 

 

 

Previous question:  

The square of Ben’s age added to the age of Sameera is 62. 

The square of Sameera's age added to the age of Ben is 176.  

How old are Ben and Sameera? 

       

Solution: 

Ben is 7 years old and Sameera is 13 years old. 

 

Well done on this occasion to Javaid Akhtar (7S) and Joseph Hamer (7T). 

Please come to room 14 to collect your £5 Trafford Centre vouchers! 

As usual, an Achievement Point has been awarded for those who 

submitted a correct entry.  

 

This week’s puzzle: 

 

 

 
Email your answer to me to me at wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk for a chance to win those 
vouchers! 
 
Thank you 
 
Mr Wilson 

 

  

 

mailto:wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

 
We were recently asked to dance in the opening ceremony at Eastlands, in front of 2000 pupils 
along with the mayor of Manchester and Olympians from the Great Britain hockey team and 
handball team. It was an amazing experience! 
 
We then travelled to The National Cycling Centre where the handball competition was to take 
place. 
 
We played against 8 teams from across Manchester, losing only two games. The experience of the 
whole day was fantastic and the Great Britain Cycling Team were training around the outside of 
the handball courts on the velodrome! 
 
The girls should all feel very proud of themselves. They were a real credit to the school and their 
families. 
 
We were invited to attend coaching sessions in Bolton and Rochdale and hopefully will be having 
some coaching of handball in our school. We will keep you posted!  



 

 

The next edition of The Elton Times will be 

emailed on Tuesday 2nd May 2017 (a day   

later due to the Bank Holiday Monday). 

Our year 8 netball team played in The Bury 
Netball Rally held at Bury Grammar School. 
It was a lovely evening and we had lots of    

parental support in anticipation                        
of great things. 

We played our first match against Woodhey 
and won 4-1. We also triumphed over Philips 

with the same score but had a very close 
match against Parrenthorn and lost by one 

goal 4-3.  
Overall we came 3rd which is a fantastic       

result out of 13 schools in Bury! 
 

The year 7 team played in the 
Bury Schools Netball Rally and 
ended the evening in 6th place 

out of 13 schools in Bury! 
Well done girls for all your hard 
work and enthusiasm; a fitting 

end to the season.  


