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Welcome to our latest edition of The Elton Times, a fortnightly bulletin for parents and carers to provide  

updates and  information regarding life at The Elton High School. 

 
Although our school building is new, The Elton High School itself is over sixty years old and was originally 
opened in 1954. We are still in contact with one of the very first members of staff to work in the school and 
he recently visited the new school building to have a look around and see the school in operation. Mr Cliff 
Ashworth was first employed as a teacher of Maths when the school opened in 1954 and he remained a 
member of staff for nearly thirty years, working as Deputy Headteacher during the 1970s and early 1980s. 
When he visited Elton recently, he described how different the school had been in the 1950s, recalling sto-
ries of PE lessons involving ballroom dancing for both boys and girls and describing how the school had oper-
ated with few staff, with daily trips to the post office at lunchtime to pay in the dinner money that was 
brought by each student.  
 
His memories were reinforced through a recent news report which documented the main features of British 
childhood from over fifty years ago. This public survey highlighted the different aspects of childhood which 
people remember from the 1950s and 1960s. The 'top ten' list was as follows: 
 
1. Playing outside until it got dark 
2. Respect for your elders 
3. Knowing your neighbours 
4. Penny sweets 
5. Making dens 
6. Climbing tress 
7. Playing marbles 
8. Playing conkers 
9. Hide and seek 
10. Music on record players 
 
This list certainly suggests a much more innocent age, but it was interesting to note Mr Ashworth's reaction 
as he walked around the school building the other week. He was taken aback by the behaviour and focus of 
our students, noting that the atmosphere was particularly calm and settled. It is very easy to think that the 
world was a 'better place' in the past, but with the demands of the current economy, students nowadays are 
required to achieve results in a very competitive system and Mr Ashworth was impressed by the climate for 
learning around the school  and the manner in which students were working within their lessons. He was 
aware of the important period ahead that Year 11 students are facing, with GCSE exams that will determine 
their place at college and in the wider workplace. As a school we are continuing to support these students as 
much as we can, but the emphasis is on themselves to revise and prepare independently so that they are 
ready for the start of the exams in a few weeks.  
 
It is certainly a busy period ahead as we move towards Easter, with many of the activities and events being 
highlighted in this issue of the Elton Times.  
 
In the meantime, if you have any questions or concerns about any aspect of life here at Elton, please do not 
hesitate to get in touch wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 
 
Jonathan Wilton 

mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

With exams for year 11 students looming on the horizon, and other year groups beginning to think 
about internal examinations in the summer, we know that many parents want to support their     
children in revising at home. 
In each edition of the Elton Times from now until the exams, we will focus on one revision technique 
which you can encourage your child to use. 
In addition to this, there are also a number of handy hints to support revision: 
 
 Use a revision timetable to allocate two or three subjects for each study-session 
 Find a quiet place to work with no distractions 
 Make sure all of your stationary and other equipment is in one place before you begin 
 Work for 20-30 minutes with a five minute break between bursts 
 Make sure you target weaker areas in each subject to maximise your progress 
 Give yourself regular rewards to help you stay motivated 
 
Students in years 10 and 11 will also be working with a motivational consultant, Kevin Mincher, who 
has produced material to support parents in working with their children during what can be a difficult 
time. These can be found at www.unstoppableteen.com 

 

REVISION TECHNIQUE FOCUS: MAKING NOTES 
 
Whether you are looking through classwork, websites, online videos or revision guides, working 
alone or with a friend, making notes will help you to remember what you read, see and hear. 
Choose the method of making notes which suits you. Some you might want to consider include: 
 

Flashcards 

 Aim to make 10-20 cards per topic 

 Speak to your teacher if you need some card to get started with 

 Write a question on one side and the answer on the other, if you want        

someone to test you. 

 

Mindmaps 

 Include key information on a topic, using lines to make 

 links 

 Subdivide each topic into key points 

 Use key words and pictures, rather than full sentences. 

 

Bullet points 

 Make lists of key information under headings 

 Keep your writing neat, so you can re-use your notes 

 Go through with a highlighter to pick out important words and 

phrases as you re-read. 

YEAR 11 GCSES 

http://www.unstoppableteen.com


 

 

This week in Science Club we explored the internal anatomy of the rat. Everyone was 
eager to see how things were going to unfold as the demonstration began with the 
correct technique for skinning a dissection rat. Students learned how to remove the 

skin; enter the abdominal cavity and also the chest cavity without damaging the    
internal organs of the rat. Once the demonstration was over it was down to the    

students to put into practice what they had seen. Everyone successfully managed to 
open the abdomen of the rat and identify the liver, small intestine, large intestine 

and stomach. Into the chest cavity the students successfully identified the heart and 
lungs.  

Well done to all those who attended and worked together to investigate the rat as 
well as make links to human anatomy from lessons.  

We have begun a trial with Year 7 students which will involve all homework being 

emailed to parents who have provided school with an email address. We hope this 

will help to eliminate communication difficulties around homework and keep parents 

and carers up-to-date with the work set by teachers. The trial will initially run until 

the end of the year. Students should continue to record all homework in their            

planners as normal, since this will remain the main method of home-school                      

communication. We hope that the parents involved in this will share 

their views with us so that we can continue to develop this method 

of  communication. Please send all feedback to our Head of New      

Technologies (and Year 7 Learning Co-ordinator) Mr Aldred at                          

aldredp@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This week I want to make you aware of the     

wonderful collection of books in the LRC which 

promote Maths in a fun and engaging way.  These 

are not to be confused with text books! Highly 

recommended are the ‘Murderous Maths’ series 

of books by Kjartan Poskitt.  They are written in 

an easy-to read, informal style which introduces 

maths, spanning from basic arithmetic to           

relatively complex concepts such as the quadratic 

formula and trigonometry.  The plots are            

action-packed involving evil geniuses, gangsters, 

love stories and lots of wacky comedy!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you can see, at Elton we have an excellent collection of maths-themed books.  Why not 

get one out on your next visit to the LRC?  If you would like to review one of these books 

for the Elton Times, please let me know. 

Thank you to Ms Barker, our fabulous Learning Resource Centre Manager, for compiling 

this list of maths-related books we have in stock! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quadratic_formula
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quadratic_formula
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trigonometry


 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Previous question:        

The hobbits Frodo, Sam, Pippin and Merry have breakfast at 

different times.  

Each one takes a quarter of the porridge they find in the pan, 

thinking that the others have not yet eaten. What fraction of the porridge  remains after all four      

hobbits have had their breakfast?  

Solution: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This proved to be a toughie! Only 4 correct entries this time. 

Lucky winners on this occasion are James Chao (7E) and Emily Dennis (7E)!  Please come to room 14 to 

collect your £5 Trafford Centre vouchers! 

I am awarding two Achievement Points to Kate Hainsworth and Joseph Hamer who also submitted  

correct  answers. 

 

This week’s puzzle: 

The square of Ben’s age added to the age of Sameera is 62. 

The square of Sameera's age added to the age of Ben is 176.  

How old are Ben and Sameera? 

 

Email your answer to me to me at wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk for a chance to win those vouchers! 
 
Thank you 
 
Mr Wilson 

 

mailto:wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


 

 

 

This week in Computer Club students 
have had the opportunity to use Micro:bit 
technology to enhance their coding skills. 
Students also used various Programming         

Languages such as Python and Block       
Editor to create games and design          

App’s.  Students were working as groups 
and independently to solve problems and 

create their own games and interactive 
activities.  Students put their own twist 

on Magic Eight Ball and Digital Dice 
games.  Next week we are looking at 

Raspberry Pi to create Interactive Pixel 
Pets.  If you have got the Coding bug 

come along on Tuesday dinner to ICT3.  

Year 7 have been exploring Sikhism during 
their Religious Education lessons.  As part 

of this, they have had fun trying on the 
five Ks.  These are five articles of clothing 
baptised Sikhs should wear at all times; a 

turban to keep their uncut hair neat, a 
wooden comb, an iron bracelet, loose 

cotton shorts and a symbolic sword. The 
boys in particular were eager volunteers!  



 

 

Spanish Play- ¿Cuántos me gusta tienes? 
Last week all of our students who study Spanish watched a play in      
Spanish about the disastrous consequences about exaggerating about  
illness on social media. There was plenty of audience participation, with   
special thanks to Danny Bailey, Lewis Ferris, Charlotte Dunn and Tobey 
Smith for being such good sports when they were picked to join in the 
action! 

Here are the thoughts of some of our 
year 8 students who have been studying 
Spanish since September: 
“I loved the play! I thought that it was 
really funny! Also, I was actually           
surprised at how much of the Spanish I 
understood. The actors were brilliant” 
“I thought that the play was very          
entertaining and had a very good      
storyline. I was also extremely surprised 
at how well I understood the play, which 
involved a lot of language I didn’t yet 
know. However, I managed to listen out for the words I did understand 
and watch the actors to help me get the meaning” 
“I enjoyed the play. Although they spoke a little faster than I had         
expected, it was how a Spanish person speaks and it was quite easy to 
get the gist of it. The humour really added to the atmosphere.” 

“The play was funny and easy to understand. The actors really helped by speaking and performing the 
actions at the same time. The crowd involvement was a great touch!” 



 

 

Here are some pictures from the opening night of Brooke Lewis’s Art 
Exhibition in Bolton. Her work will continue to be displayed Fridays 
and Saturdays 10am - 2pm until 29th April 2017.  

Our Year 7 Team came third overall in the 
Netball Tournament for Greater             

Manchester. 

 
A fantastic effort by all the team. 

Leah Reynolds, Grace Gibson and Gemma 
Foy were all awarded players' players 

awards. 



 

 

The next edition of The Elton Times will be 

emailed on Tuesday 18th April (a day later 

than usual due to the Bank Holiday Monday). 

The Learning Resource Centre continues to be as busy as 

ever, with students visiting before school, at break and at lunch time to read 

books, use computers and do homework. Homework Club takes place every    

Monday to Thursday from 3pm to 4pm. 

 

We celebrated World Book Week with a Six Word Story              

competition, where students and staff were challenged to write a 

story in no more than six words. There were nearly thirty entries, 

with a variety of ideas. The runners up were Charlotte Tomlinson 

8T, Bailey Withington 7H and Daniel O’Brien 8N. The overall    

winner was Ethan Wallace 7O with the excellent story 

“Abandoned house explored, dead body found.” Ethan wins a five pound book   

token and his winning entry was displayed in the LRC. Congratulations to Ethan 

and well done to everyone who entered the competition. 

 

To promote British Science Week 2017 we created a book      

display of some of the wide variety of science and maths books 

available to borrow from the LRC. Students can also read our 

new monthly magazine How It Works to learn about the very 

latest in the world of science and technology.      

Mrs Barker, LRC Manager 


