
 

 

The Elton Times 
Newsletter No 9 

6th March 2017 

Welcome to our latest edition of The Elton Times, a fortnightly bulletin for parents and carers to provide  
updates and  information regarding life at The Elton High School. 
 
I hope that you had a restful, enjoyable recent break – it was certainly welcomed by the staff and students 
here at Elton after a particularly gruelling half term. 
 
As you will now be aware, the Ofsted Report was published at the start of last week and hopefully you will 
have read that report which is now located on our website. We feel that the judgment of our school as being 
‘good’ is fair and is a truthful reflection on the improvements made since the last inspection in February 
2015. Whilst we must not overstate the importance of the inspection report, it is worth identifying the key 
findings which do provide an accurate picture of our current standing as a school. 
 
Our number one priority is to provide excellent quality teaching and learning, and the report recognises that 
we have a “high quality” training programme and that teachers have “high expectations” of students and 
make “skilful use of questions” in many areas of the curriculum. The improved level of teaching has had a 
direct impact on results which are now in the top proportion of the country, with “the consistently good 
quality of teaching enabling pupils to acquire knowledge and skills quickly”. 
 
We are particularly pleased that the excellent attitude and behaviour of the students are recognised in the 
report. The inspection team noted that “pupils are proud of their school and enjoy coming to school”. During 
the school day, the building is an “orderly and calm place to learn” and “pupils have very good relationships 
with staff across year groups”. Safeguarding is of a “high standard” with pupils saying “they feel safe and 
well cared for” and “close contact is maintained with parents and carers to ensure that pupils are safe”. 
 
Despite the progress that has been made in recent months and the positive nature of the report, we cannot 
afford to be complacent and will strive to address the areas for improvement identified in the report. We 
need to make better use of information so that we can “analyse outcomes more effectively”. We need to 
improve the attendance of some key groups of students and seek to further develop teaching so that all   
activities are perfectly “matched to pupils’ needs”. 
 
Feedback provided during the inspection also identified that there is a clear need to improve the resilience 
and independence of our students, who still need to show more independence and take even more           
responsibility for their learning.  We still have some individuals who come to school without their planner 
and without a pen, and it is only when all students demonstrate a positive attitude towards their own     
learning, can we consider ourselves to be an ‘outstanding’ place to learn. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank so many of you for your support and positive comments during 
the inspection and for your kind messages of congratulations since it was published. With such strong       
parental backing, the school is perfectly placed to keep improving with the aim of becoming one of the best 
places to learn in the north west of England. 
 
In the meantime, if you have any questions or concerns about any aspect of life here at Elton, please do not 
hesitate to get in touch wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 
 
Jonathan Wilton 
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THINK before  

you DRINK!  

Energy drinks can be harmful to children and young people as they can 
contain lots of sugar and caffeine which can potentially cause a     
number of side effects.  

These drinks do not support students’ concentration and can actually 
lead to irritability and lack of focus. They also lead to weight gain, 
headaches and migraines, susceptibility to diabetes and tooth decay. 
Therefore we ask that students do not have these drinks in school, and 
we ask for parents’ support in reinforcing this action.  

Three of our Year 10 student council 
members attended a Hate Crime         
Prevent conference in Bury along with 
other secondaries, primaries and sixth 
form centres in the borough. Our        
students represented the school             
fantastically and will be working with 
staff at school to create a Stop Hate 
Crime pledge. 



 

 

Half of our Year 7 took part in a science,  technology, engineering and maths project 
on the recent student development day. The students had to plan, design and make a      
structure that would hold a weight using both practical and mathematical skills.  

Year 8 looked at the issue of Hate Crime and the Community Cohesion Team from Bury 
Council helped support and deliver workshops to our students. Students covered the 

issues surrounding hate crime against disabled people, people with different identities 
and different religions. It was a hard hitting day but the students showed an incredible     

degree of maturity and respect when discussing the issues surrounding Hate Crime. 
The most powerful part of the day was the Sophie Lancaster Foundation workshop, 

where students got to meet Adam Lancaster, brother of the murdered Sophie            
Lancaster. The day was a difficult and emotive day but such issues need to be covered 

to help prevent Hate Crime and make students aware of what to do if they witness 
such crimes. Well done to Year 8 for showing so much maturity and respect.  



 

 

 

 Half of our Year 7 took part in a Love and              
 Relationships Day where they listened to a talk 
 from a member of the school nursing team,      
 covering  issues such as hygiene, physical growth 
 and about how to respect each other as they go 
 through physical changes. Students brought in               
 photographs of family and friends, pets and         
 favourite foods to put together a poster about the       
 different types of love and relationships they have 
 experienced. It was a very relevant topic to be   
 covering on St Valentines Day!  

Year 9 students took part in a Magistrates Day where they learned about the legal system 
and took part in a decision making debate. The day was planned by Miss O'Connor - it was a 

busy day with lots of activities to keep the  students engaged and learning. Well done to Year 
9 who worked hard throughout the day and took part fully in the activities. 

Our Year 10 students took part in a new day for the PSHE Curriculum, looking at the Prevent 
Agenda and British Values.  The students looked at issues surrounding terrorism, extremism 
and radicalisation and this was delivered by a team of teachers. Year 10 were also given the 

opportunity to listen to a presentation from a member of the local                                               
authority community team. 

Our Year 11 students took part in a personalised day of intervention in different subjects as 
they build up towards the exam period. Thank you to all the different teachers who            

volunteered to work with our Year 11 during this day, which hopefully reinforced their    
preparations prior to forthcoming exams. 



 

 

 

 

 

 Pi Day – Tuesday 14 March 2017  

Each year, we celebrate Pi Day in school on March 14.  To get us warmed up, here are some 

interesting facts about this special value… 

1. "Pi Day" is celebrated on March 14 (which was chosen because it resembles 3.14, a 

rounded    value of pi). Albert Einstein was born on Pi Day (3/14/1879) in Ulm 

Wurttemberg, Germany. 

2. Pi is the most recognised mathematical constant in the world. Scholars often consider 

pi the most important and intriguing number in all of mathematics. 

3. The symbol for pi (π) has been used regularly in its mathematical sense only for the 

past 250 years.  

4. The person who first proposed the use of the symbol π was not Greek, but Welsh! 

William Jones (1675 – 1749) was born near Benllech on the Isle of Anglesey. 

5.   Egyptologists have been fascinated for centuries by the fact that the Great    

Pyramid at Giza seems to approximate pi. The vertical height of the pyramid has 

the same relationship to the perimeter of its base as the radius of a circle has to its 

circumference. 

6.   The letter π is the first letter of the Greek word “periphery” and “perimeter.” 

The symbol π in mathematics represents the ratio of a circle’s circumference to its 

diameter. In other words, π is the number of times a circle’s diameter will fit around its circumference. 

7. Pi is irrational.  It is irrational because it can’t be written as a rational simple fraction, though 22/7 is 

 close, it is not exact. 

8. Pi is mentioned in the bible in I Kings 7:23-26, where it describes the altar inside Solomon’s temple: “And 

 he made a molten sea of ten cubits from brim to brim . . . and a line of thirty cubits did compass it round 

 about.” Scholars interpret this to mean that the value of pi is 3. 

9.  Pi is also a non-terminating decimal. Its decimal digits extend into infinity, with seemingly no repeating 

 pattern or sequence. In 2002, a Japanese scientist found 1.24 trillion digits of pi using a powerful          

 computer called the Hitachi SR 8000, breaking all previous records. 

10. Geek alert! The current Guinness World Record is held by Lu Chao of 

 China, who, in 2005, recited 67,890 digits of pi, from memory. 

11. Pi has been studied by the human race for almost 4,000 years. By 

2000 B.C., Babylonians established the constant circle ratio as 3-1/8 

or 3.125. The ancient Egyptians arrived at a slightly different value of 

3-1/7 or 3.143  

12. Computing the value of Pi is a common Stress test for a computer. In one Star Trek 

episode, Spock causes an evil computer to self-destruct by commanding it to, compute 

the last digit of Pi value.  

 

Mr Wilson. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Previous question:        

The angles in a triangle are all square numbers.  What are they? 

 

Solution: 

The angles in a triangle add up to 180⁰. The first 10 square numbers are 1, 4, 9, 16, 25, 

36, 49, 64, 81 and 100. 

The three that sum to 180 are…100, 64 and 16 

 

Correct entries drawn out of the hat were Luke Taylor (7N) and Anastassia Anastassiou 

(9N)!  Please come to room 14 to collect your £5 Trafford Centre vouchers! 

As usual, everyone who submitted a correct entry has been awarded an Achievement 

Point. 

 

This week’s puzzle: 

The hobbits Frodo, Sam, Pippin and Merry have breakfast at 

different times.  

Each one takes a quarter of 

the porridge they find in the 

pan, thinking that the others 

have not yet eaten. What 

fraction of the porridge      

remains after all four hobbits have had their breakfast?  

 

Email your answer to me to me at wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk for a chance to win 
those vouchers! 
 
Thank you 
 
Mr Wilson 
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Ex Student Ellie Powers is doing 

very well in her career as a fashion 

model. Here she is modelling for a 

recent copy of Vogue! 

GCSE Music     
students took 
part in a           
technology    
workshop at Holy 
Cross College. 
They learned 
how to remix, 
record and        
develop a song in 
a  professional     
studio.            
They really       
enjoyed  performing and recording their very 
first original song.  

    Year 11 student Brooke Lewis is soon to feature in an Art Exhibition 
 in Bolton. The opening night is Thursday 9th March and will      
 feature Brooke and four other artists. Brooke is the only young 

person featured amongst the established artists. 
 

 It is being held by Worktown Arts at Cafe Create, Claremont Church House, Bark 
street entrance, Bolton, BL12BY. 
 
They recognise Brooke as an up and coming talent and want to feature her work 
alongside four other artists who are of  professional stature. 
 
The exhibition opens at 7pm until 8:30pm this Thursday and is available to view      
Fridays and Saturdays 10am - 2pm until 29th April 2017.  
 
 



 

 

Our Year 9 & 10 girls were 
treated to a range of classes in 
PE this week where they took 

part in Zumba, Boogie Bounce, 
dance mats, boxercise  and 

pounding! 
All free sessions by IWIYW. 

This is an initiative to promote 
girls’ exercise in new activities 
that are being taught around 

the Bury area.  



 

 



 

 

Congratulations to our Year 7 
and 8 girls who became Bury 

Champions in a recent Handball 
competition. The girls now     

progress to the Greater         
Manchester competition to   

represent the school and the 
borough.  

Congratulations to all our Year 11 GCSE PE         
students who attended and were assessed in      
archery and mountain biking over in Rivington, 
Chorley. The students were outstanding all day 
and the instructors commented on how well they 
behaved and how motivated they were. Well 
done!  



 

 

This timetable includes GCSE exams for Year 11 and KS3 & KS4 Internal     

Exams.  Timetables will be posted home to all year groups during w/e 10th 

March 2017 to confirm date, time and seating arrangements                              

for each of their exams.   

Year 11 already have access to their GCSE timetables through eMoodle. 



 

 

We are really excited that Onatti Productions will be returning to school on 
Tuesday 7th March to perform a play to all of our  students who currently 
study Spanish. The play is called "How many likes have you got?" and tells 

the story of a minor trip to A&E which is blown out of all proportion on    
social media.   

The next edition of The Elton Times will be 

emailed on Monday 20th March 2017. 


