
 

 

The Elton Times 
Newsletter No 9 

13th February 2017 

Welcome to our latest edition of The Elton Times, a fortnightly bulletin for parents and carers to provide  

updates and  information regarding life at The Elton High School. 

As you will be aware, at the time of the previous newsletter we were about to work through an Ofsted      
inspection. While the results of the inspection can not be made public until the report is officially released in 
two/three weeks time, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the many of you that took the time to 
respond to the Parent View questionnaire which does form an element of the inspection process. I also want 
to re-affirm our school’s satisfaction with the behaviour and conduct of the students during the inspection. 
They did all that could be asked of them – they looked smart, were polite and respectful to adults and tried 
their best in lessons across the curriculum. They do this on a daily basis but it was encouraging that they  
presented a true picture of what daily life in our school is really like.  
 
One of the key changes across education in recent months has been the phasing out of ‘levels’ to assess   
students at Primary School and in Years 7 to 9. As you will know, we are in the process of introducing a new 
assessment system at Key Stage Three which traces the progress of students against the new 1 to 9 GCSE 
grades. Information evenings have taken place for Key Stage Three students so as to outline the new system. 
The new Grade Cards for Year 8 students will be the first reports to be based on the new assessment system, 
with all students having new target grades on the 1 – 9 criteria. The Year 8 Grade Cards were due to be sent 
home this Friday but, as we are finalising the checking and quality assurance of the new targets, we have 
postponed the reports until after half term. We appreciate your patience and support for this slight delay, 
and we will continue to refine and develop the assessment system so that it is understood by all and is a 
clear, accessible measure of students’ progress. Further Grade Cards will be distributed accordingly to  
schedule (on the school calendar – see the website) over the coming months. 
 
With the February break approaching, we can reflect on another very busy half term.  Our older students are 
now heading into an intense period of revision and intervention lessons, with the GCSEs only a short time 
away, whilst our younger students must maintain the efforts and momentum of the year so far. We value 
your continual support in encouraging the children to do their very best during the critical weeks and 
months ahead. 
 
In the meantime, if you have any questions or concerns about any aspect of life here at Elton, please do not 
hesitate to get in touch wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk. 
 
Jonathan Wilton 
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Please remember that Lesson 1 

begins at 8.45am and therefore 

students need to be in the school 

building by 8.40 am at the very   

latest.  

This table shows how much   

learning is missed if a student is 

regularly late for school. Please 

work with us to ensure that your 

child is not missing vital learning 

through lateness to school.  

We would also ask that you        

encourage your child to attend 

school regularly so that he /she is 

able to reach his/her full potential. 

Holidays during term time may be 

appealing due to the reduced cost 

but the reality is that your child will 

be missing important lessons and 

learning.   



 

 

Athena Gregoriou (Year 9) was the winner of 
the 'design the Christmas card competition’ for                        

The Mayor of Bury ! 
 

 Athena succeeded above all other High school 
entrants in Bury. Her prize was to have          

afternoon tea with the Mayor at Bury Town 
Hall to celebrate!  

SAFEGUARDING ONLINE  

We received a note of concern from the Local    

Authority Safeguarding Lead this week. It 

would appear that  “lip syncing to chart songs” 

has  become so popular that there are a     

couple of apps which have popped up where 

children are being encouraged to video           

themselves lip syncing to songs. These two 

apps (Music.ly and Live.ly) allow followers to 

leave  comments and have real time            

conversations. 

Evidence from a local primary school would       

suggest that these sites have been used by        

perpetrators engage children inappropriate       

conversations. 

Please check your child’s devices and monitor 

his/her access to such sites closely. 

Please make sure your child has money 

available if they are wishing to purchase 

food from the school canteen. 

There are three different ways that          

payments can reach your child’s account. 

 Cash credited at the machine in 

school. 

 Cheques made payable to ‘Bury MBC’ 

and placed in the cheque box in the 

canteen. 

 Payments online through the Bury 

Council website www.bury.gov.uk/

payforit 

Thank you 

The Catering Team 



 

 

For the past few weeks year 8 have taken 
a small detour into the macabre while 
learning about England in the 1600s. 

We then annotated our witch trials 
– showing how each of the persons 
involved would have been affected 
in the trial; from the judges to the 

family of the accused. 

Finally, we put together all of the 
knowledge we had gained over the 
past few weeks and created our 

own version of King James’ 
‘Daemonologie’ book. 

‘ 

We started by looking at some of 
the reasons why people believed in 

witches in the 1600s.  

Before simulating a 
witch trial in the class-

room. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 Last week, we celebrated Maths Across the Curriculum with       

prize-giving in assemblies for Numeracy Ninjas and a form            

competition. A learning walk also took place on Wed 8 Feb with our 

Numeracy Governor, Chris Warren, which highlighted outstanding 

practice going on in subject areas to promote numeracy and links 

with maths. In Science, we saw numeracy-rich lessons which          

investigated the half-life of radioactive elements (Mrs Colyer), and 

experiments which recorded and researched the relationship         

between the rate of photosynthesis and distance from a light source 

(Mr Liptrot). 

In English, year 11 students were given a tutorial in the use of        

Roman numerals by Ms Warden, and shown how answers can be improved by correct use of them 

when referencing passages in texts. In Mrs Stone’s lesson, students discussed and wrote a feature    

article on the importance of literacy and numeracy, using the inverted pyramid model and persuasive 

language. Across in History, Mr Dyer used maths to make a powerful point about indoctrination, and 

the necessity to challenge questions where necessary, focusing on the Nazi period. Mr Arshad    

demonstrated in Business how the ability to calculate percentages (Gross/Net Profit) and ratios is    

essential to understanding how a business is performing. Many thanks to the teachers who invited us 

in to see these great examples of Maths Across the Curriculum. 

  

 

 

 

 

Well done to the following students who collected prizes and certificates for their effort in form-time 

with Numeracy  Ninjas: 

Most Progress Prizes awarded to: 

  
Joshua Rhodes, Isabella Fleming, Alycia McCrakan, Jacob McDade, Ella Keaton, Morgan Birtwistle, 
Umar Farooq, Yusaf Ahmed, Maizie Greatholder-Allen, Katie Hall, Isabelle Vaughan, Jack Buchanan, 
Ethan Kennedy, Lewis Chadwick, Jessica Gaffney, Jennifer Wylie and Hussein Ali Jaber. 
  
Grand Master Prizes awarded to: 
 
Faith Parker, Adil Abib, Joseph Hamer, Sania Ishrat, Luke Taylor, Nafeesa Khan, Hassan Ali, Mikey    

Carling, Abdur-Rahim Khan, Joseph Livesey, Jake Young, Jake Eardley, Ellie Ainsworth, Sophie Lomax, 

Mack Blamire, Sana Sheriff and Logan Binnall. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Warren (Numeracy       
Governor) awarding prizes to 
Year 8 students. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Year 7 Outstanding Progress winners.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 Numeracy Ninjas Grand 
Master Winners. 

 

     
     

      

 

On a final note, all students please note that the 
Spot the Maths competition is still running this 
week.  Final date for  entries is Friday 17th     
February.  Submit entries  via the email link sent 
out on 5 Feb. It only takes a moment!  

Mr. Wilson 

 



 

 

 

 

Previous question:        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solution: 

11111. 

This is a problem which tests understanding of place value.  Common incorrect answers 

will include the digit 9 in them, not recognising that the digit 1 has a higher value if it is 

in a column further to the left. 

Correct entries drawn out of the hat were Jay Cook (7O) and Iona Hanson (8N)! Please 

come to room 14 to collect your £5 Trafford Centre vouchers! 

Everyone who submitted a correct entry (everyone this time!) has been awarded an 

Achievement Point. 

 

This week’s puzzle: 

The angles in a triangle are all square numbers.  What are they? 

 

Email your answer to me to me at wilsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk for a chance to win 
those vouchers! 
 
Thank you 
 
Mr Wilson 
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David Willdridge is one of the choreographers of 

Artificil Things; one of the professional dances our 

GCSE dance students have to study as part of the 

exam course. He came in to work with boys in 

Year 7 and 9 on Monday and Wednesday last 

week followed by David Colley on Friday. 

All sessions were free and lead to free             

workshops at the Met in Bury over half term. 

 

Congratulations to the Year 8 and Year 9           

Gymnastics team who on Saturday 28th 

January represented Elton in the North 

West Team competition.  Two teams        

entered and finished in first and second 

place;  winning the North West title and 

now advancing to represent the region at 

the National Finals in March.  



 

 

On Thursday 26th January our Year 10 GCSE Dance class were invited to perform in The Holy 
Cross Dance Festival.  

We were the only high school in Bury that took part alongside a number of dance schools and 
Holy Cross Dance Students.  

Aimee Chadwick, Carrie Anne Lee, Jessica Smillie, Chloe Tam, Olivia Guilfoyle took part. 

Our Year 7 team went to 
play against Tottington High 
School on 31st January and 
had an amazing game and 
won deservedly 8-1! Well 

done to all the team.         
Anyone interested should 
come to practice Monday 

and Tuesday lunchtime 1pm  
until 1.30 when the team 
for the next game against 

Castlebrook will be            
selected.  



 

 

    

Well done to the Year 9 boys 

basketball team. Thanks also to 

Coach Moneeb and Coach 

Matty for their help with the 

team. Moneeb is a Vice Sports 

Captain and Matty is one of our 

GCSE PE students volunteering 

as part of his Duke of Edinburgh 

Award.  

Thank you to our Sports 

Captains Anya Badat and 

Saskia Derby for their help 

in officiating both the court 

and table for our recent 

boys basketball fixtures.  

 Letters have been distributed 

to students in Year 10 and Year 

11 GCSE PE. 



 

 

 

On Thursday February 2nd 2017 Katie Holt (Year 9) and Libby Keown (Year 

8)  represented  Greater Manchester County Football Team in Worcester. 

The Greater Manchester Team won the match against Worcester  4-1 and 

Katie scored the final goal after 90 minutes of play. 

Well done girls! Keep up the brilliant work.  

Katie has been offered a contract by Manchester City. She is an                

outstanding athlete who has represented the school football team since 

joining Elton in Year 7. Good Luck at City! 

The next edition of The Elton Times will be emailed on 

Monday 27th February 2017. 

 

Jack Chamberlain (Year 11) recently competed 

in the UK Schools Games where he represented 

England.  Whilst he was competing there he 

met up with Max Whitlock (see  picture on the 

left) who had just returned from the Rio     

Olympics and the Budapest Open where he           

represented GB. 

Jack continues to train hard 

and is one of 15 gymnasts in 

the TOP national junior squad.  


