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I do hope that all students and parents had a lovely 
Christmas holiday and managed to have a good break. 
The students have returned to school in a very 
positive manner and we appreciate your support in 
ensuring that they respond well to our ongoing 
uniform checks so that any pre-Christmas make up/
false nails/footwear is addressed as required! The 
next few months are obviously critical for Year 11 as 
they enter the final months before their GCSEs and 
we are finalising a revision timetable which will 
ensure that all Year 11 students have individual plans 
for subject intervention at lunchtimes and after 
school. Further details will be communicated directly 
to the students and also through this newsletter.  
As the new year of 2019 began there was the usual 
review of the events of 2018, with many stories 
generated about the main trends and themes of the 
last twelve months. One particularly revealing study 
was the information about electronic petitions that 
any members of the public can make to parliament. If 
a petition attracts 100,000 signatures then it can 
trigger a parliamentary debate, though most are 
rejected as being impractical and unmanageable.  
With regard personalities mentioned in different 
petitions, the most named person in 2018's petition 
pile was Theresa May, followed by Benjamin 
Netanyahu (Israel's Prime Minister) and then Donald 
Trump. There was a proposal to name Manchester 
airport after the rock singer Mark E Smith who died 

last January, while there were suggestions about 
putting portraits of Harry Kane, Gareth Southgate and 
Stephen Hawking on banknotes, to reflect the English 
team's success at the World Cup and commemorate 
Hawking's career.  
Most of the petitions used the words "stop", "ban" 
and "end", with one petition about the Fortnite game 
calling for it to be banned because it is "a disease 
lurking on the internet" that makes conversations 
between younger game users "very distressing". On a 
lighter note, one petition called for an end to 
underfilling of crisp packets, saying in the request "We 
expect the packet to be three quarters full, but no, it 
is mostly full of air. We pay for food, not air." The 
study does give a revealing picture about the concerns 
and interests of the British people last year and it will 
be interesting to see what themes and messages 
develop over 2019.  
Thanks again for the support of parents and carers in 
ensuring that the return to school has been so smooth 
as we continue to focus on doing the very best that 
we can for the students over the coming months. Just 
an early reminder that the Year 9 Pathways Evening is 
scheduled for Thursday 31st January and we do 
expect a very high attendance at that event. As ever, if 
you have any questions or concerns about any 
element of your child's education then please contact 
me directly through wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk  

mailto:wiltonj@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk


On Friday 14th December, a group of Business 
Studies and ICT pupils were invited to an exciting 
Insight Day at Vodafone's northern headquarters. 
Pupils were split into small groups and given a 
number of tasks and challenges throughout the day. 
With the help and guidance of the Vodafone staff, 
each team looked at team building, C.V. writing, 
online awareness and routes into further education 
and training.  
Curtis Kelly, year 10, said “The Vodafone trip was 
good because they gave us free resources like pens 
and VOXI sim cards, and also set fun challenges. One 
thing I learned is that a CV has to be short but well 
written.”   
Pupils also learned about some fantastic 
opportunities for works experience days offered by 
Vodafone,  Further information can be found 
at: careers.vodafone.co.uk/work-experience. This 
was followed by a tour of Atlas House to see some 
of the various job roles in action.  
The highlight of the day was app design challenge 
where pupils had to use the knowledge they had 
gained throughout the day to create an app to help 
young people find jobs. Each group took it in turns 

Business Studies Vodafone Trip 



to present their app; there were some innovative and 
well thought out concepts that took into account 
peoples’ diverse needs, skills and qualifications. 
The winning team - as voted for by the Vodafone 
volunteers - was from Jamie, Callum, Kate and Connor 
with their app: Work Watch. They had thought about 
how to make the app interactive using chat rooms for 
advice from professionals as well as how to monetize 
it through advertising. Each member of the winning 
team received a £10 Amazon gift card. 
The Vodafone staff commented how smartly 
presented, well-spoken and polite everyone was on 
the day. Each and every pupil got stuck into the 
challenges and were brilliant representatives of Elton 
High School. 
  

Vodafone Trip Continued 



On 11th November 1918, the First World War finally came to an end.  Year 9 are currently learning about 

the First World War and their homework project was to research an aspect of life during the First World 

War and then produce an independent piece of work.  Pupils produced work on a variety of topics, such 

as life in the trenches, the experiences of women, how animals were used in the war, children and 

conscientious objectors. 

These are just a few of the amazing pieces of work with which we were so impressed. 

Year 9 History Homework Project: 

Living & Fighting in the First World War 





In Geography this week……. 

Secret Lagoon 

Glacier Walks 

and Waterfalls 

Black Beach Walks 

Golden Circle  Ad-

venture Day 

Strokkur Geyser 

Climb Eldfell 

Fly with  

Icelandair 



Where in the World?? 

Can you guess where in the World Ronny the 

Rhino is visiting? 

Bring your answers to Mrs Shepherd in Room 

21 and if you are right then you will be given a 

raffle ticket, end of each term a winning   

raffle ticket will be drawn for a PRIZE!!!! 

Important Notices 

 Year 11 Interventions will begin again next week and students will be      

informed of the days in which they are to attend 

 Iceland letters and permission  slips available from Miss Windsor 



Key Stage Three  
This term Year 7 will be donning their Drama hats and 
studying Shakespeare’s classic Romeo and Juliet alongside 
our important Oracy, Reading and Spelling lessons.   
Year 8 are looking forward to studying lots of fantastic 
poems in our Powerful Voices Scheme of work.  
Year 9 students will be moving on to John Steinbeck’s 
novel Of Mice and Men this term. This half term Year 9 
students will complete the project based homework on 
the context of this novel; information sheets about this 
have been sent home and this work should be recorded in 
students’ planners.   
 
Reading and Spelling Lessons Key Stage Three  
Thank you to our parents and carers for supporting the 
school policy of twenty minutes of reading four times a 
week and for signing student planners in the Reading and 
Spelling sections.  
Book Trust ‘What To Read After’ webpage is a great search 
tool that helps readers to search for that next great read.  
It is superb that so many of our students love reading so 
much – please have a look at some of the amazing Book 
Blasts.  

English Department 

Key Stage Four  
Year 10  
A 19th century novel and completing the conflict 
poetry will now be the focus for our Year 10 students 
as they complete studying the last of their set texts 
for GCSE Literature. Depending on the class your child 
is in they will study either A Christmas Carol or Jekyll 
and Hyde. We know our parents and carers are 
incredibly supportive and may want to watch a film 
adaptation of these novels – just as a note of advice- 
please don’t use film adaptations of Jekyll and Hyde as 
they tend to be confusing for the students as they are 
not close enough in accuracy to the plot of the novel. 
However, unabridged audio books of the novel can be 
a terrific help.   
 
Year 11 
In the second term in year 11, students will be 
focusing on revision for their upcoming examinations.  
Please can we remind students and parents that the 
set GCSE texts for GCSE Literature are:  
An Inspector Calls 
Conflict Poetry 
Unseen Poetry  
Macbeth  
Jekyll and Hyde 
It is vital that Year 11 are revising these set texts 
regularly. Whilst it is great that students have enjoyed 

reading or watching film adaptations of the other 
named Literature texts in the past, students should 
not answer questions on any of the other set texts 
named in the exam paper.  
 
Year 11 Revision tip- why not try mind maps?  
Year 11 students could make mind maps on the 
Conflict poems they have studied. Students could 
label each branch with: Language, Form/Structure, 
Context and Links  
 
Year 11 key dates  
As a revision activity that many students have 
commented have helped them in the past, 
Manchester Actors Company will be in school to 
perform Macbeth, An Inspector Calls and Jekyll and 
Hyde on:  
Thursday 21st March  
Thursday 25th April  
Thursday 9th May 
Please remember we need a donation of £3.75 to 
cover the cost of the performances.   
 
Year 11 Revision Guides  
If you have decided to take advantage of the half price 
offer on Revision Guides and have not received them 
yet please see Mrs Stone in room 20 at the start of 
lunch or let your English Teacher know.  



Year 7  

Book Blast Projects  



Year 7 Oracy Visit to Christ 

Church Primary School 

On Friday 11th January, some of our Year 7 students 
visited the Year 5 and 6 pupils at Christ Church 
Primary School, Walshaw to give them an insight into 
life here at Elton. As part of the Year 7 English 
Curriculum, students are studying ‘Oracy’ as a discrete 
subject, and as part of this, have written speeches 
about their experiences of their first term at high 
school. 
Our Year 7 speakers delivered their presentations in a 
highly engaging and charismatic manner to a 

wonderful audience, who listened attentively and 
tested our students with a range of questions about 
school-life at the end of the speeches. It was an 
enjoyable morning for all, and we are extremely 
proud of our Year 7 students for their hard work and 
preparation for this valuable experience. 
Back row (L to R): Ashton Jones, Holly Reevell, Megan 
Howarth  Front row (L to R): Oliver Hart, Adam O’Donnell 
 
Mrs Cooper, English Department 



Awe inspiring, “Wonder” is an amazing and 
captivating read; perfect if one of your new year’s 
resolutions is to enjoy a good book. It’s safe to say this 
book will completely transform your outlook on how 
you perceive yourself and others. In this selfie 
obsessed age, this novella truly captures what matters 
most: friends and families. 
The plot tracks the trials and tribulation of the wonder 
who is Auggie. Born with Treacher Collins Syndrome, 
Auggie is born with a number of medical conditions 
Auggie must undergo twenty-seven gruelling 
operations in his first ten years of life meaning he 
doesn’t attend mainstream school. Sounds great for 

 

some but to Auggie it means so much more than that, 
he is deprived of a social life due to his condition. 
However, when the reader meets Auggie he is about 
to go to school for the first time. At school will Auggie 
meet new friends? Meet new enemies? Overcome his 
fears? Learn the true meaning of life? 
I won’t spoil the plot for you but I will leave you with 
this final message: This book will change your life! 
Wonder will enable you to achieve your new year 
resolution. 
 

“Wonder” Book Review  

By Javaid Akhtar 



8 things you can do to ensure HegartyMaths transforms your 

child’s maths home learning:- 

 

 

Parental involvement really makes a huge difference! Thank you, Mr Wilson 

1 Each week ask about your child’s homework 
Ask your child what day the homework was set, when it must be handed in, what clip number and topic it 
is and when your child plans to complete the homework.  Try to encourage your child to complete the 
homework well before the due date. 

2 Provide your child a good place to work 
Provide your child a quiet but supervised place to work.  As the homework is online, it’s good to be in the 
room to ensure your child is not getting distracted by other online activities.  Furthermore, as it’s a 
written homework, your child will need a desk, table or flat surface to copy their notes.  If you don’t have a 
suitable place at home to work or weak wifi, please encourage your child to attend homework club in the 
LRC 

3 Get your child the correct equipment 
Your child will need a black/blue pen for all working, a red pen for writing corrections, a pencil and ruler 
for drawing all diagrams.  Many lessons also require a scientific calculator and geometry set. 

4 Encourage your child to work in the right way 
Please always check your child has carried out their homework following the three requirements below 

which will have been modelled and encouraged by their teacher: 
Always watch the video and take notes of all modelled examples provided; 
Always write each question down and show all their workings always; 
iii)     Always mark each question, make corrections and write their score at the end. 

5 Lend a helping hand, where necessary 
Most students will work well independently using HegartyMaths. However, some students may need a 
little extra help. Many parents really appreciate the step-by-step approach in HegartyMaths.  It enables 
them to sit with their children and work together to understand the maths and attempt questions, for 
homework or revision.  If an older sibling can spare time, this can be valuable too. Grandparents have even 
got involved! 

6 Encourage your child not to give up if they are making mistakes 
If your child is making mistakes, tell them that is ok and normal.  As long as your child is working in the 
correct way (watching the video, taking notes, writing their workings and self-correcting) then praise them 
for their hard work and application.  Try not to focus on their score as this can demotivate them.  If you 
praise their effort and tell them they will eventually improve if they keep working in this way, they will be 
happy and want to do their weekly homework. 

7 Reassure your child if they are not understanding 
If you child completely does not understand the video, watch it with them and try to help them under-
stand.  Also look below the video to their building blocks.  Redoing these lessons will help your child plug 
any gaps in their prior learning needed for the current homework. 

8 Help them do extra work or get ahead 
Before learning new topics, always encourage your child to do two things: 
Fix lessons marked in their donut as red (under 70%) or amber (between 70 and 100%) and try to make 

them green (100%) by redoing them. 
Complete a Fix-Up-5.  HegartyMaths will remember every mistake your child has ever made and gives 

them 5 practice questions on their weaknesses with the help video. This will allow your child to im-

prove quickly. 
Once the two above are done, then you can consider completing extra new lessons.  Ask your child’s 
teacher for the best extra clips to do. 



Notice for Parents 

Year 9 Booster Vaccinations 
Dear Parents/Carers of Year 9 students 
Booster Vaccinations which used to take place in Year 10 now take place in Year 9.  These vaccinations are 
scheduled to take place in February.  Your child should have taken home a consent form which needs to be 
returned to reception at school by Wednesday 23rd January to be collected by a member of the Immunisation 
Team. Please note they cannot proceed without your consent.  Please also contact the school if you need a consent 
form.  Many thanks, Mr Moxam  

Christmas Reading Event 

At the end of last term, the Learning Resource Centre hosted a reading event called “Get Wrapped Up In 
A Good Book This Christmas”. Pupils were invited to borrow a mystery gift-wrapped library book to take 
home and read during the school holidays. The aim of the event was not only to encourage pupils to 
continue reading during the holidays, but to read and enjoy a book that they would not normally have 
chosen. More than a hundred pupils took part in the event.  Pupils were asked to give their book a mark 
out of ten and to say whether or not they enjoyed it.  The feedback from the event was overwhelmingly 
positive, with the majority of participants awarding their book a mark of seven out of ten or above. Many 
pupils were pleasantly surprised with their mystery book. Rebecca Chadwick, 7T said “I would never have 
chosen it, but I really liked it.”  

Those pupils who returned their book in the first week of term were entered in to a prize draw. 
Congratulations to the following pupils who were the lucky winners: 

Isabel Whitham 10T 

Freya Collins 7L 

Alisha Mahboob 70 

Anaa Younis 7E 

Harry Cain 7T 

 

Thank you to all the pupils who took part in the event and a special thank you to the Pupil Library 
Assistants who had to wrap up all the books! 

Mrs Barker 

Learning Resource Centre Manager 



Freya Collins, Year 7, had nine inches of her hair cut 
off to support The Little Princess Trust.  Her hair will 
be used to make real hair wigs for children with 
cancer.   
Freya says she "feels sad for children who don’t 
have any hair” and wanted to help those who have 
lost their hair through cancer treatment. 
 
Well done Freya! 

Freya Collins, Year 7, Raises 

£592 Donating Hair To Charity  



Surname Forename Year 
Achievement 

Points Earned 

Keeley O'Beirne 7 29 

Clarke Keenan 8 32 

Elliot Holt 9 30 

Maizie Greatholder-Allen 10 23 

Hollie McDonald-Cleaver 11 15 

Congratulations to the following students who have earned the most Achievement Points 
in their Year groups over the last fortnight.  Students can be awarded points for many 
accomplishments including random acts of kindness, excellent effort in class and excellent 
homework. 

The following students have been nominated by their teacher for the Student of the Week 
achievement.  Certificates will be awarded this week during achievement assemblies. 

Pupil of the Week 
Year 7 

Rhys Bailey 

Callum Fitton 

Lauren Hainsworth 

Khadijah Kamal 

Chloe McKinley 

Year 8 

Summer English 

Year 10 

Fenton Vevers 

Emily Little 

Year 11 

Beau Davenport 

Pupil of the Week 

Achievement Points 





If you haven’t already checked the details that we 
keep on yourself and your child/children, please could 
you follow the instructions of how to sign up to the 
SIMS Parent app (https://www.eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk/
school-information/data-protection-and-privacy-
notice/instructions-for-setting-up-sims-parent-app). 
You will have also received an email from SIMS, with 
instructions of how to sign up to their app and/or web 
portal that links directly to the school information 
management system. 
Having current medical information is essential to us 
being able to safeguard your child. If a certain medical 
condition is not available on the drop down menu, 
please email Mr Thompson and this will be added. 
Having current contact information is also essential in 
times of an emergency or where a school wide 
message requires your attention.  
Please could you also review the parental consents 
section to ensure that your child/children have the 
best possible experience at Elton. 
To learn more about the General Data Protection 

Student Personal & Medical Details 
Regulation, please visit the Information 
Commissioner’s Office website on http://ico.org.uk.  
Many thanks for your support with this. Please 
contact me (Mr Thompson – Data Protection Officer - 
thompsond@eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk) if any further 
information is required. 

As you will be aware, there are occasions when staff may sometimes wish to photograph students as part 
of lessons, to record assessments and to record the achievements of students in sporting and various 
extra-curricular activities. We also record photographs of students on our school information system for 
student safety and security purposes and photographs may sometimes be used for school displays or 

newsletters.  We are currently updating our 
records and are keen to ensure that parental 
permission has been given as appropriate for 
these photographic images. We ask that you 
check the permissions statements 
found here and complete the form. 
In the meantime, if you wish to look at a copy 
of the Photographic Images of Children 
Guidelines, please do not hesitate to contact 
us directly at school. 
Many thanks for your support with this 
matter.  

Mr Thompson, Data Manager 

Photograph Permissions 

Next edition of The Elton Times will be emailed 

on Tuesday 29 January 2019 

https://www.eltonhigh.bury.sch.uk/school-information/data-protection-and-privacy-notice/instructions-for-setting-up-sims-parent-app
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